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ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB
 7509 N 12th Street ~ Phoenix, AZ 85020 Phone: 602-975-8294

https://www.azaiclub.com https://www.facebook.com/AZAICLUB

 Come on in and enjoy our great
restaurant, live music and other social

activities. Facilities are available to rent
for celebrations, family events and

meetings!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

MONDAY ~ CLOSED ~ TUESDAY ~ 3:00PM - 9:00PM
WEDNESDAY ~ THURSDAY ~ 11:00AM - 10:00PM

FRIDAY ~ SATURDAY ~ 11:00AM - 11:00PM 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 

KITCHEN HOURS:  MONDAY ~  CLOSED
TUESDAY 3:00 - 9:00 ~ WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
~ 11:00 - 9:00 ~ FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00 - 10:00 

SUNDAY ~ 9:00 - 3:00

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB HOURS

This month, we celebrate Easter, one of the most important days in the Christian
faith, which falls on April 5 . I wish you all a blessed Easter celebration. Also this
month in history, April 21 , 753 BC, is believed to be the date Rome was founded.
The Italian people also celebrate the 25  of April, the anniversary of the liberation of
Italy from the fascist regime and the Nazi occupation which ended in 1945. Famous
Italian artists, Leonardo da Vinci and  Raphael, Roman Emperor and philosopher
Marcus Aurelius, and the legendary Giacomo Casanova were all born in April.

th

st

th

The Club is looking better all the time!  Thanks again to Gregg, and the volunteers
who helped him paint the lounge - Paul, Jeanie, and Patti! Since the summer heat is
here, we are going to have to replace a couple of our A/C units. We are working on
bids to replace the floor in the lounge, too. We’ve added some art work and continue
to upgrade. Your patience during these changes is really appreciated. 

It’s only April, but the summer heat is already here! Our Sunday Fundays are back
and continue to be an enjoyable way to beat the heat, enjoy great music and share
delicious food! If you haven’t been to one of our Cowboy Dances, don’t miss the
next one!  We have lots of dancing, a free raffle, and no charge for members to
attend! Don’t miss the Queen of Hearts, Bar Bingo, the Mahjong Tournament,
weekly Bingo, Mahjong, Trivia, Karaoke, expanded Happy Hours, live music Friday
nights, Myrtle Street Boys, or any of the other events we have every month at the
Club!! There’s something to enjoy every day of the week, a variety of events, and
we look forward to seeing you at the Club!

Grazie di tutto!!
Michael Mellaci, President



LETS grow your business. Place your add here
and support the Club.

 Business Card 
1 issue ~ $20            1 issue -   $45                  
6 issues ~ $90          3 issues - $90
12 issues ~ $120      6 issues - $120

1/4 Page Half Page
1 issue ~ $60
3 issues ~ $150 
6 issues ~ $270

12issues ~ $150 12 issues ~ $425

For Information Contact: 
Patti in the Main Office
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American Italian Club
 2026/2027 EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT MICHAEL MELLACI
VICE PRESIDENT GREGG GIANNANTONIO 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 TREASURER 
 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED

FRANK CUCITRO

2026/2027 TRUSTEES 
JOANNE ARCANGELO, CHRISTINA CALIO 
DANFORD, MARCO MASINI & AMY TANNER

Affiliates: Marianne Donnan, Michael Fricker,
Coral Gallaher, Kiri Gonsalves, Rob Gonsalves,

Missy Grams, Jon Gustafson, Annie Hukill,
Caroline      Hurley, Emory Hurley, Jackie

Maniaci, John Masters, Karen Mulgrew Stiny,
Virgil Pyburn, Kevin Young

 

Regular/Italian: Sarah Bleyer. Theresa Fricker.
Lora Gennari. Gilbert Hernandez Santos, Phil

Maniaci, Antonio Natale, Peter Powers

 

Mark Your Calendars and Save the Dates!
Volunteer Meeting 

Wednesday April 29th at 7:00p
AAIC Board / General Meeting ~ 

Tuesday April 21st at 7:00p 
All members are welcome to attend! 

Show your card at the door.

Welcome New Members:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
ADVERTISING / NEWSLETTER PHONE:
480-234-0285  
EMAIL: ABROWNCAT123@YAHOO.COM
KITCHEN PHONE: 602-632-5228 
EMAIL: CUISINE.GALINDO@GMAIL.COM
EVENT COORDINATOR 
PHONE: 602-741-3079 
EMAIL: AAIC.MARIE@YAHOO.COM
BINGO MANAGER PHONE: 623-205-9487
BOCCE LEAGUE PHONE: 480-861-4903
EMAIL: PAUL3657@GMAIL.COM
CHAPLAIN BUILDING & PROP
MAINTENANCE 
CARES OF THE HEART & SOUL 
EMAIL: FLJCPROUSES74@GMAIL.COM
DECORATING PHONE: 480-234-0285
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE PHONE: 
602-741-5229 
ENTERTAINMENT 

PATTI O’DONNELL
AMY TANNER

CIRILO GALINDO

MARIE MYERS

ELSA ORDONEZ 
PAUL CASTALDO

GREGG GIANNANTONIO

JEANETTE ROUSE

AMY TANNER
JAY DITORO

DOMINGO YOUNG
EMAIL: DYOUNGREFINANCE@HOTMAIL.COM
MEMBERSHIP 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
PHONE: 602-292-0504 
EMAIL: AAICSCHOLARSHIP@GMAIL.COM
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
EMAIL: MELLACIAAIC@YAHOO.COM 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED 

CHRISTINA CALIO DANFORD

MICHAEL MELLACI

NEWSLETTER PRINTED BY WILLIAMS EXPRESS ~ 480-967-1014 

CLUB’S PHONE # 602-975-8294

New Affiliate Members may pick up their cards at the bar.

 All New Regular/Italian Members must attend a 
Board Meeting to be sworn in and receive their

Membership Cards

OPERATIONS NAME / CONTACT

mailto:fljcprouses74@gmail.com


Friday April 10th ~ SIGNATURE BLEND 7p - 10p 

Friday April 17th ~ TIM HOPE 7p - 10p 

Friday April 24th ~ RED CANYON BAND 7p - 10p

FRIDAYS AT THE CLUB

Friday April 3rd ~SPEEDWAY BAND 7p-10p
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Join us for Bar Bingo in the Lounge 
Every Tuesday and Friday

Every Wednesday
 Karaoke ~ 6:30 - 9:00p 

April 2026  Entertainment

Every Thursday
Team Trivia ~ 6:30p - 8:30p

Saturday, April 25th
MYRTLE STREET BOYS
2Oth Anniversary Party

(Reservations Recommended.)
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COUNTRY DANCE NIGHT!
Saturday, April 18th  7:00p

NO COVER FOR MEMBERS! 
FREE RAFFLE for $100 Gift Card to 
Cowtown Boots will be given away!!!

SUNDAY FUNDAY!
Sunday, April 26th  12:00p 

Featuring SIGNATURE BLEND!
Italian Beef or Meatball Subs with sides

and a drink!
Get your tickets at the Bar - only $20

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
The Club is always in need of volunteers.  

Come to our volunteer meeting on 
April 29  at 7p and join the team. No

commitments, no demands, 

th

just opportunities to help out! 
All members welcome!!!

For more information, email
abrowncat123@yahoo.com or 

text (480) 234-0285



Pg 5

Cares of the Heart

Spring is here. There is a newness all around us. At The Club, in March, we celebrated Chinese New
Year (China) and St. Patrick’s Day (Ireland). Those two events got me to thinking about Italy, and its
flag of green, white, and red. The green stripe is widely interpreted as a symbol of hope, renewal, and
joy. White stands for peace, purity, honesty and the enduring spirit of Italy. And red represents the
virtue of charity as well as the passion and vitality of the Italian people. Easter is celebrated during this
month. It is a time of hope, renewal, joy, peace, honesty, and charity – all of which are represented by
our Italian flag. Let’s live anew!
 
We keep those who are ill and recovering from surgery in our thoughts and prayers. We especially
remember the family and friends of Frank Cucitro and Jim Thiem, a member who loved to play bar
bingo, Stephanie Hill, Frank’s sister and member, Jim Thiem, and Phyllis Setaro, wife of Paul Setaro,
who have passed recently. Phyllis celebrated many birthdays and anniversaries at The Club. She
loved to go all out for the costume contest for Halloween, Christmas party, St. Patrick's, etc. Please
pray for their souls and keep all of their family and friends in your thoughts and prayers. 
Please contact Jeanette Rouse, FLJCPROUSES74@gmail, with any news you would like to have put

in the newsletter.

Food For The Soul: “In April, all things renew.” Christina Rosetti
Submitted by Jeanette Rouse

                                                                                                        



Congratulations to the Winter League "Super Bocce Bowl" champions: Marie Ryan, Jan
McCarthy, Linda Calabrese, Christine Giffin. There were over 50 spectators of family, friends and
AAIC club patrons cheering on their favorite team. It was a very exciting night.

Spring League is now underway with 8 teams competing on each Wednesday and Thursday
nights at 7pm. I believe it's going to be a "Hot" Spring League. There were 11 rookies competing
in the Winter league and are now returning as veterans in the Spring League. The AAIC Bocce
family would like to welcome the 5 rookies joining us for the Spring League. Come on out and
watch the competition and you will want to sign up for the Fall League that starts at the end of
Sept. Look for an announcement in July regarding sign up for the Fall League. The AAIC Bocce
League takes the "Hot" summer months off.

If you want to play Bocce on the courts for some fun, ask the bartender
for a bag of Bocce balls. If you have any questions regarding Bocce, 
please contact me

Ciao . . . .for now
Paul Castaldo, Pres. AAIC Bocce Club
480-861-4903 - paul3657@gmail.com 
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Bocce News!

AAIC Scholarship Committee
❤️  Scholarship Program Update – 2025–2026 School Year❤️

                       Celebrate a Record Year on April 24th: AAIC Scholarship Awards Dinner  
                             At the March Board Meeting, the Scholarship Committee shared highlights from
nine extraordinary students connected to our AAIC family. Their stories of perseverance, sacrifice,
and hope for the future were deeply moving—bringing pride to the room and even a few tears.
     Because of the unwavering generosity of our members through the 50/50 raffles, the Car Show,
and the countless volunteer hours, the Board unanimously approved awarding $1,000 scholarships
to all nine students!! This marks the largest one-time scholarship effort in our Club’s recent history.
     This is the heart of AAIC—family supporting family, lifting up the next generation, and honoring
the values that bring us together. Grazie to our incredible community for making this possible.
     Please join us on Friday, April 24 at 6:30pm for the Scholarship Awards Dinner. Come meet these
inspiring students and celebrate what we’ve accomplished together!  

Make your reservations today and be part of this unforgettable evening.

Join us for the AAIC Mahjong
Tournament and support the AAIC

Scholarship Fund—helping invest in the
next generation while enjoying a fun

afternoon with great company.  Sign up
by April 16th.

Experience friendly competition, exciting
raffle prizes, and cash awards for 1st,
2nd, and 3rd place. Whether you’re a

seasoned player or just learning, all are
welcome! Seats are filling up fast!

Reserve your seat today! 

mailto:paul3657@gmail.com
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WANT TO GET THE NEWSLETTER???

Anyone can get our Newsletter, here’s how:
1.Tell your family & friends to send their

email to:  kbass2728@yahoo.com
2.Click the newsletter link on AAIC’s

Facebook page or the
AAIC website www.azaiclub.com

3.Pick up a copy of the newsletter at the Club
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