
   June 2026  ~  Newsletter

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB
 7509 N 12th Street ~ Phoenix, AZ 85020 Phone: 602-975-8294

https://www.azaiclub.com https://www.facebook.com/AZAICLUB

 Members & guests are welcome to enjoy our great
restaurant, live music and other social activities. Facilities
are available for members to rent for celebrations, family

events and meetings!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

MONDAY ~ CLOSED ~ TUESDAY ~ 3:00PM - 9:00PM 
WEDNESDAY ~ THURSDAY ~ 11:00AM - 10:00PM 

FRIDAY ~ SATURDAY ~ 11:00AM - 11:00PM 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 

KITCHEN HOURS:  MONDAY ~  CLOSED
TUESDAY 3:00 - 9:00 ~ WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY ~ 11:00 - 9:00 ~

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00 - 10:00 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00 - 3:00

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB HOURS

     June is here and it is officially SUMMER!  On June 21 , we honor our fathers and the
essential role fathers, and father figures, have in our development and in our lives.  This
celebration gives us an opportunity to recognize and say “thanks” for the love, dedication,
and hard work that often goes unnoticed.  

st

     Father’s Day was first recognized in the U.S. in 1908, the holiday was founded in 1910,
and officially recognized by President Nixon in 1972, when he signed a law making the third
Sunday of June a permanent national holiday.   We wish all of our fathers a Happy Father’s
Day!!

    We are giving back to the community this month with our Food and Water Drive to benefit
St. Vincent de Paul, which kicks off June 1  and runs through the summer. Your donations
of non-perishable food and water bottles will benefit the community during this time of
greatest need.  In our climate, water is desperately needed during the summer.

st

     Thank you to everyone who came out to donate blood at our BLOOD DRIVE!!  Your life-
saving gift benefits those in our community and our state.   Your support is appreciated! 

     The Club continues to host exciting events and we have many more to come! This month,
we are hosting another Country Dance on June 20 . There is no cover charge for members!!
Take the dance lesson and join some great country dancers on the dance floor! This month,
we have free raffles for a $50 gift card to Cowtown Boots and a Cowboy Hat!! 

th

    Bingo has rolled out a lot of great incentives to COME PLAY BINGO at the Club! (See the
ad on page 4.) Our air-conditioners were replaced, so it’s nice and cool!!!  If Party Bingo is
more your speed, we have YACHT ROCK PARTY BINGO on June 27 ! Dress up  for a yacht
party and join us for great prizes, yummy food, and waves of fun!  Back by popular demand,
we are featuring Sunday Funday with Tony Lee on June 28 !   

th

th

     Every week, we have live music, lots of dancing, 50/50 raffles, the Queen of Hearts, Bar
Bingo, Mahjong, Bingo, Trivia, Karaoke, expanded Happy Hours, Sunday Funday, and many
other events here at the Club!! There’s something to enjoy every day of the week, a variety
of events, and we look forward to seeing you at the Club!

Grazie !!  
 Michael Mellaci, President
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American Italian Club
 2026/2027 EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT MICHAEL MELLACI
VICE PRESIDENT GREGG GIANNANTONIO 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 TREASURER 
 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED

FRANK CUCITRO

2026/2027 TRUSTEES 
JOANNE ARCANGELO, CHRISTINA CALIO 
DANFORD, MARCO MASINI & AMY TANNER

Affiliates: Helen Anderson, Troy Bretl,  Marshall
Camp, Rose Marie Celaya, Alexandra Celaya, Patrick

Celaya, Susanne Cook, Lee Cook, Valerie 
Fitz-Gerald, Matt Fitz-Gerald, Gary Gries, Nancy
Gries, Scott Guisinger, Anita Guisinger, Rodney

Held, Emma Kennedy, Billie LeBlanc, Mary Manning,
Ryan McKenzie, Judith McKinzie, Jill

McMeekin,  Logan McMeekin, Jean Morehead, Mary
Beth O'Neal, Walter O'Neal, Donna Walsh-Johnson

 

Regular/Italian: Nicole Teraji, Col. David Eagle,
Shane Keller, Larry Johnson

 

Mark Your Calendars and Save the Dates!
Volunteer/Fundraising Meeting 
Wednesday June 24  at 7:00pth

Car Show Meeting
Wednesday June 17  at 7:00pth

AAIC Board / General Meeting ~ 
Tuesday June 16  at 7:00p th

ALL MEMBERS are ENCOURAGED to attend!
Show your card at the door.

Welcome New Members:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
ADVERTISING / NEWSLETTER 
PHONE: 480-234-0285  
EMAIL: ABROWNCAT123@YAHOO.COM
KITCHEN PHONE: 602-632-5228 
EMAIL: CUISINE.GALINDO@GMAIL.COM
EVENT COORDINATOR 
PHONE: 602-741-3079 
EMAIL: AAIC.MARIE@YAHOO.COM
BINGO MANAGER PHONE: 623-205-9487
BOCCE LEAGUE PHONE: 480-861-4903
EMAIL: PAUL3657@GMAIL.COM
CHAPLAIN,  BUILDING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE 
CARES OF THE HEART & SOUL 
EMAIL: FLJCPROUSES74@GMAIL.COM
DECORATING PHONE: 480-234-0285
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 
PHONE:  602-741-5229 
ENTERTAINMENT 

PATTI O’DONNELL
AMY TANNER

CIRILO GALINDO

MARIE MYERS

ELSA ORDONEZ 
PAUL CASTALDO

GREGG GIANNANTONIO

JEANETTE ROUSE

AMY TANNER
JAY DITORO

DOMINGO YOUNG
EMAIL: DYOUNGREFINANCE@HOTMAIL.COM
MEMBERSHIP 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
PHONE: 602-292-0504 
EMAIL: AAICSCHOLARSHIP@GMAIL.COM
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
EMAIL: MELLACIAAIC@YAHOO.COM 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED 

CHRISTINA CALIO DANFORD

MICHAEL MELLACI

NEWSLETTER PRINTED BY WILLIAMS EXPRESS ~ 480-967-1014 

CLUB’S PHONE # 602-975-8294

New Affiliate Members may pick up their cards at the bar.

 All New Regular/Italian Members must attend a 
Board Meeting to be sworn in and receive their

Membership Cards

OPERATIONS NAME / CONTACT

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
The Club is always in need of volunteers.  

Come to our volunteer / fundraising meeting on 
June 24  at 7p. No commitments, no demands, just fun

ways to help out! ALL MEMBERS are welcome!!!

th

For more information, email abrowncat123@yahoo.com
or text (480) 234-0285

mailto:fljcprouses74@gmail.com


Friday June 12th ~ SONIC GROOVE 7p-10p 

Friday June 19th ~ FROSTY & Silvertones 7p-10p 

FRIDAYS AT THE CLUB
Friday June 5th ~JIMMY MAC BAND 7p-10p
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Bar Bingo in the Lounge Tuesday and Friday

Wednesday Karaoke ~ 6:30 - 9:00p 

June 2026  Entertainment

Thursday Team Trivia ~ 6:30p - 8:30p

Friday June 26th ~ RED CANYON BAND 7p-10p 

Saturday, June 13th - Tim the Piano Man
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Cares of the Heart
Dads, this is your month to celebrate. Congratulations to family members and friends who have
and who are graduating.  

Please keep the Jeffreys’ family in your prayers & thoughts. Max Jeffreys, a past member of one 
of the chefs of our club for many years has passed.  We keep in mind all our members and their
concerns. Our Prayers go out to those who have memory issues and their care givers. To those 
of you who are ill and just not feeling quite up to par, may you have a speedy recovery.

Buon Compleanno (Happy Birthday) and Felice Anniversario (Happy Anniversary), to those who
are celebrating a birthday or anniversary in June.  Please email Jeanette Rouse,
fljcprouses74@gmail.com with any news that you would like to be included in the AAIC newsletter.

Food For The Soul

“Destiny is not a matter of chance; it’s a matter of choice.” -William Jennings Bryan 

Submitted by Jeanette Rouse
    

                                                                                                        



Bocce News!
Spring League Bocce has come to an end. Congratulations to the SUPER BOCCE BOWL
Champions, Thursday night Team #5 - Steven Danford, Greg Lampman, Jerry Gries, and  
Cheri Gries.
It was a great Spring League with 64 players which included 5 rookies. The scores were
very close all the way to the end. The Bocce league takes the "HOT" summer off but will
start up again at the end of September. Sign ups for Fall League will begin at the beginning
of July, so look for the sign up sheet posted on the Bocce Wall located in the hallway
behind the bar.
Follow the AAIC Bocce Club news on our Facebook page (AIC Bocce News) for upcoming
announcements for summer activities, such as Opposite Hand, Side Banking Only, Open
Bocce and, for you beginners, Bocce 101. If you have 
any questions regarding Bocce, please reach out to me, 
via text or email. Have a safe summer and hope to see 
you on the courts.

Ciao . . . for now
Paul Castaldo
Pres, AAIC Bocce Club
480-861-4903;  paul3657@gmail.com  
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AAIC Scholarship Committee ❤ Scholarship Highlight❤

                                        Our first AAIC Scholarship Spotlight of 2026 recognizes Stella Petrino, an inspiring
                                        student whose leadership, compassion, and dedication have made a meaningful 
                                        impact both in and out of the classroom.
                                        A graduating senior from Notre Dame Preparatory with a 3.45 GPA, Stella has been 
                                        accepted to the University of Arizona, where she plans to pursue Medical Sciences
                                        with the goal of improving the lives of others through healthcare.
                                        A dedicated athlete and leader, Stella served as captain of her girls' club hockey team
                                        for four years, earning the respect of teammates and coaches alike through her
perseverance and leadership. She also works at a wellness clinic, gaining hands-on experience in a field she is
passionate about. Raised in a close-knit Italian-American family, Stella credits her upbringing for teaching her
the values of hard work, faith, generosity, and service. Through volunteer work and mentoring younger
students, she has learned the importance of compassion and the impact small acts of kindness can have on
others.

The AAIC Scholarship Committee is proud to recognize Stella Petrino as one of this year’s outstanding
scholarship recipients and looks forward to all she will accomplish in the future. 

BOCCE TRIBUTE WALKWAY
Now is time to remember a loved one or a friend by memorizing them by
having their name or quote from their life engraved on a brick and be added
to the Memorial Walkway located behind the Bocce courts. 
The cost is $60 per brick, max of 3 lines, 15 characters per line. The proceeds
will help the AAIC Bocce Club maintain our precious courts that were voted
#1 in the Valley.  Order forms are located on the Bocce wall in the hallway
behind the bar (next to the women's restroom). If you have any questions,
regarding the Memorial Walkway, please don’t hesitate to
 contact me via email, phone or text at 480-861-4903 or
Paul3657@gmail.com.   Your help will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you, Paul Casado
Pres, AAIC Bocce League 

mailto:paul3657@gmail.com
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WANT TO GET THE NEWSLETTER???

Anyone can get our Newsletter, here’s how:
1.Tell your family & friends to send their

email to:  kbass2728@yahoo.com
2.Click the newsletter link on AAIC’s

Facebook page or the
AAIC website www.azaiclub.com

3.Pick up a copy of the newsletter at the Club
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