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ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB
 7509 N 12th Street ~ Phoenix, AZ 85020 Phone: 602-975-8294

https://www.azaiclub.com https://www.facebook.com/AZAICLUB

 Come on in and enjoy our great
restaurant, live music and other social

activities. Facilities are available to rent
for celebrations, family events and

meetings!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

MONDAY ~ CLOSED ~ TUESDAY ~ 3:00PM - 9:00PM
WEDNESDAY ~ THURSDAY ~ 11:00AM - 10:00PM

FRIDAY ~ SATURDAY ~ 11:00AM - 11:00PM 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 

KITCHEN HOURS:  MONDAY ~  CLOSED
TUESDAY 3:00 - 9:00 ~ WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
~ 11:00 - 9:00 ~ FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00 - 10:00 

SUNDAY ~ 9:00 - 3:00

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB HOURS

     It’s May and it’s starting to get hot!!!  We know many of our Club members travel to cooler
country during the summer.  We wish you save travels and an enjoyable summer!  We look
forward to seeing you again when you return! 

     In May, we will celebrate Mother’s Day at the Club with a lovely brunch, flowers, a gift basket
raffle, and Mimosas! (Make your reservations now!)  Later in May, on Memorial Day, we solemnly
remember our fallen heroes who gave all so that we could continue to enjoy our freedoms.

    The Club has hosted some really exciting events lately and we have many more to come! This
month, we are hosting a qualifying dance for the Arizona State 2-Step Championships on May
16  at our Country Dance. There is no cover charge for members!!  Take the dance lesson and
join some great country dancers on the dance floor!  

th

      We are giving back to the community in a big way this month with our Sunday Funday BLOOD
DRIVE!!!  There is an ongoing URGENT NEED for blood donors in our community and our State
and we know our members will step up to help!!  Did you know there is no age limit for adults to
donate? Vitalant Blood Services (a non-profit organization) provides blood to all the hospitals in
Maricopa County and 90% of the medical facilities in the State. Your donation will directly
impact someone right here in our community!! Be a HERO - Save Lives!!  (A link to schedule your
donation will be forthcoming in an email- or you can call the number on the ad!) 

     Bob and Simona were married at the Club 20 years ago, and on April 25  Bob’s band, Myrtle
Street Boys, had another great party at the Club where Bob and Simona (with some help from
our very own Gregg) renewed their vows!! What a wonderful celebration and an amazing party!!!

th,

     Once again, Domingo and Gregg knocked it out of the park with our April Sunday Funday! The
food was just amazing!! The Italian Beef and Gregg’s family recipe for meatballs and sauce were
absolutely delicious. The music was great and Walter‘s raffles were really successful, too!  

     Every week, we have live music, lots of dancing, 50/50 raffles, the Queen of Hearts, Bar Bingo,
Mahjong, Bingo, Trivia, Karaoke, expanded Happy Hours, Sunday Funday, and many other
events here at the Club!! There’s something to enjoy every day of the week, a variety of events,
and we look forward to seeing you at the Club!

Grazie !!   Michael Mellaci, President
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American Italian Club
 2026/2027 EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT MICHAEL MELLACI
VICE PRESIDENT GREGG GIANNANTONIO 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 TREASURER 
 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED

FRANK CUCITRO

2026/2027 TRUSTEES 
JOANNE ARCANGELO, CHRISTINA CALIO 
DANFORD, MARCO MASINI & AMY TANNER

Affiliates: Dan Heurman, Katherine Heurman,
Chrystian Iniguez, Cara Kroenke, Norma Larson,

Donna Nelson, Dimple Patel, Norm Petrovich,
Cindy Petrovich, Steve Reiman, Renee Reiman,

Mike Ross, Kristen Ross, and Lark Saad 

 

Regular/Italian: Joseph Affrunti, Bradley Barnett,
Frank Caporaso, Rick Landucci, and 

Alfred Sanpetrino

 

Mark Your Calendars and Save the Dates!
Volunteer/Fundraising Meeting 
Wednesday May 27th at 7:00p

AAIC Board / General Meeting ~ 
Tuesday May 19th at 7:00p 

ALL MEMBERS are ENCOURAGED to
attend!  Show your card at the door.

Welcome New Members:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
ADVERTISING / NEWSLETTER PHONE:
480-234-0285  
EMAIL: ABROWNCAT123@YAHOO.COM
KITCHEN PHONE: 602-632-5228 
EMAIL: CUISINE.GALINDO@GMAIL.COM
EVENT COORDINATOR 
PHONE: 602-741-3079 
EMAIL: AAIC.MARIE@YAHOO.COM
BINGO MANAGER PHONE: 623-205-9487
BOCCE LEAGUE PHONE: 480-861-4903
EMAIL: PAUL3657@GMAIL.COM
CHAPLAIN BUILDING & PROP
MAINTENANCE 
CARES OF THE HEART & SOUL 
EMAIL: FLJCPROUSES74@GMAIL.COM
DECORATING PHONE: 480-234-0285
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE PHONE: 
602-741-5229 
ENTERTAINMENT 

PATTI O’DONNELL
AMY TANNER

CIRILO GALINDO

MARIE MYERS

ELSA ORDONEZ 
PAUL CASTALDO

GREGG GIANNANTONIO

JEANETTE ROUSE

AMY TANNER
JAY DITORO

DOMINGO YOUNG
EMAIL: DYOUNGREFINANCE@HOTMAIL.COM
MEMBERSHIP 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
PHONE: 602-292-0504 
EMAIL: AAICSCHOLARSHIP@GMAIL.COM
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
EMAIL: MELLACIAAIC@YAHOO.COM 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED 

CHRISTINA CALIO DANFORD

MICHAEL MELLACI

NEWSLETTER PRINTED BY WILLIAMS EXPRESS ~ 480-967-1014 

CLUB’S PHONE # 602-975-8294

New Affiliate Members may pick up their cards at the bar.

 All New Regular/Italian Members must attend a 
Board Meeting to be sworn in and receive their

Membership Cards

OPERATIONS NAME / CONTACT

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
The Club is always in need of volunteers.  

Come to our volunteer / fundraising meeting on 
May 27  at 7p and join the team. No commitments, no

demands, just opportunities to help out and share your
ideas! ALL MEMBERS are welcome!!!

th

For more information, email abrowncat123@yahoo.com
or text (480) 234-0285

mailto:fljcprouses74@gmail.com


Friday May 8th ~ SONIC GROOVE 7p - 10p 

Friday May 15th ~ TIN TRAILER BAND 7p - 10p 

Friday May 29th ~ VIVA LOST WAGES 7p - 10p

FRIDAYS AT THE CLUB
Friday May 1st ~PAM LOE & HIPSHOT 7p-10p

     Pg 3

Bar Bingo in the Lounge Tuesday and Friday

Wednesday Karaoke ~ 6:30 - 9:00p 

May 2026  Entertainment

Thursday Team Trivia ~ 6:30p - 8:30p

Friday May 22nd ~ SIGNATURE BLEND 7p - 10p 

Saturday, May 9  - Tim the Piano Manth

No Cover Charge
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The Club is hosting a Blood Drive with
Vitalant (formerly United Blood
Services) on Sunday Funday!!
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Cares of the Heart

Welcome to May! Come and have fun with your family and/or friends at The Club. Looking
forward to seeing everyone relaxed and having a great time. For those who are traveling, safe
travels. Hope to see you back soon. Our gratitude goes out to our mothers, both living and
dead. May each of us bring that care and love that we have seen and felt to all we meet.

We keep each of our members and their families in our thoughts and prayers, especially those
who  ave had surgery or who are ill. Healing and peace be to you. Buon Compleanno (Happy
Birthday) and Felice Anniversario (Happy Anniversary), to those who are celebrating a
birthday or anniversary in May. 

Please email Jeanette Rouse, fljcprouses74@gmail.com with any news that you would like to
be included in the AAIC newsletter.

Food For The Soul: “The world’s favorite season is the spring. All things seem possible in May.”   -
Edwin Way Teale

Submitted by Jeanette Rouse     
                                                                                                        



Bocce is halfway into the Spring league of play. We have a total of 16 teams again playing on
Weds and Thurs nights till May 14. The nights are starting to be a little warmer than usual, but
everyone is enjoying the time together. This season we have 6 rookies playing the Spring
league and 9 returning from Winter league. So from the last 3 seasons there have been a total
of approximately 27 new players. 

We take the summer off due to the extreme heat, but we will be starting the Fall league in
September. So if you want to play bocce, don't wait till the last minute to sign up, Fall sign ups
will begin July 1st. The sign up sheet will be on the Bocce Wall which is located in the hallway
next to the women's restroom that is behind the bar.

If you have any questions regarding bocce, please reach out to me via text or email.

Ciao . . . for now
Paul Castaldo
Pres AAIC Bocce Club
480-861-4903; paul3657@gmail.com  
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Bocce News!

AAIC Scholarship Committee
❤️ Scholarship Program Update – 2025–2026 School Year❤️

                                                          AAIC Inaugural Mahjong Tournament a Great Success

                                                  The tiles clicked, and the room buzzed as the AAIC hosted its first-
                                                         ever Mahjong Tournament. Bringing together 40 players and a  dozen 
                                                         volunteers, the sold-out April event was an afternoon of friendly
                                                         competition, all in support of the AAIC Scholarship Fund.
                                                        Guests enjoyed a fun and welcoming atmosphere, complete with swag bags,
great raffle prizes, and a delicious lunch by Galindo’s Cuisine. The excitement reflects the growing momentum of the
Club’s Mahjong group—a vibrant community that has already welcomed 27 members since the fall to the AAIC.
Thanks to the dedication of the Mahjong group and its volunteers, the event ran seamlessly. Even after awarding cash
prizes, it contributed over $3,000 to support the 2026–27 Scholarship Fund, helping support the next generation of
students and setting the stage for many more tournaments to come.
This event reflects the spirit of the AAIC, bringing people together, having fun, and giving back. 
If you’re interested in joining the fun, please contact Laura Jackson at 602-882-3332.

                                                         AAIC Scholarship Awards Dinner Sets New Milestones in Giving and Impact

                                                         This year’s AAIC Scholarship Awards Dinner, held on April 24, marked a 
                                                         historic milestone for the Club’s Program. Fueled by the strong support of 
                                                         AAIC members and the community, the program achieved its largest amount of
                                                         funds raised to date.
                                                         Those contributions made it possible to award the largest amount of scholarship
                                                         funding in our program’s history, supporting nine incredible students, the largest group
of recipients we’ve ever had in a single year.
And while GPA is just one of many factors the Scholarship Committee considers, this year’s recipients truly stand out.
Many have earned GPAs above 4.0, and several are among the first in their families to attend college. Their
achievements, and the journeys behind them, make this moment especially meaningful for all of us.  The evening was a
powerful reminder of what our Club can achieve together—and our shared commitment to the next generation.  In the
months ahead, stay tuned for Scholarship Spotlights highlighting each of this year’s remarkable recipients.

mailto:paul3657@gmail.com
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WANT TO GET THE NEWSLETTER???

Anyone can get our Newsletter, here’s how:
1.Tell your family & friends to send their

email to:  kbass2728@yahoo.com
2.Click the newsletter link on AAIC’s

Facebook page or the
AAIC website www.azaiclub.com

3.Pick up a copy of the newsletter at the Club
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