
    March 2026  ~  Newsletter

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB
 7509 N 12th Street ~ Phoenix, AZ 85020 Phone: 602-975-8294

https://www.azaiclub.com https://www.facebook.com/AZAICLUB

 Come on in and enjoy our great
restaurant, live music and other social

activities. Facilities are available to rent
for celebrations, family events and

meetings!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

MONDAY ~ CLOSED ~ TUESDAY ~ 3:00PM - 9:00PM
WEDNESDAY ~ THURSDAY ~ 11:00AM - 10:00PM

FRIDAY ~ SATURDAY ~ 11:00AM - 11:00PM 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 

KITCHEN HOURS:  MONDAY ~  CLOSED
TUESDAY 3:00 - 9:00 ~ WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
~ 11:00 - 9:00 ~ FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00 - 10:00 

SUNDAY ~ 9:00 - 3:00

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB HOURS

March is here!  In March, we celebrate Michaelangelo’s birth on March 6, 1475, St.
Patrick’s Day on March 17  and St. Joseph’s Day on March 19 .   March 17  is also
the date the “Kingdom of Italy” was established in 1861. We certainly have a rich
history.  At the Club this year, we will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and St. Joseph’s
Day with delicious food, contests, raffles, and fellowship!  The Club has new
expanded Happy Hours on Wednesdays and Saturdays!   
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Now that the holidays are over, we are back to work on improving the Club!  The
lounge is being painted and we are looking at bids to redo the floor. Thank you to
the volunteers who came out to help paint and the volunteers who help decorate
our Club every month! As they say in that old English proverb, “Many hands make
light work!” I really appreciate our employees and volunteers who keep the Club
running smoothly and never hesitate to jump in and help when help is needed!

February was a busy month at the Club!  March is going to be just as exciting with
so many events to enjoy!  Don’t miss our rescheduled Painting with Rosy, Queen
of Hearts, Bar Bingo, the Cowboy Dance (this time with free raffles for Cowtown
Boot Gift Cards), Sunday Funday, 70's Party Bingo, St. Patrick’s Day Party, weekly
Bingo, Mahjong, Trivia, Karaoke, expanded Happy Hours, and all of the other
events we have every month at the Club!! There’s something to enjoy every day
of the week, a variety of events, and we look forward to seeing you at the Club!

Grazie di tutto!!
Michael Mellaci, President
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American Italian Club
 2026/2027 EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT MICHAEL MELLACI
VICE PRESIDENT GREGG GIANNANTONIO 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 TREASURER 
 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED

FRANK CUCITRO

2026 TRUSTEES 
JOANNE ARCANGELO, CHRISTINA CALIO

DANFORD, KIKI HOLLENKAMP, MARCO MASINI 
& AMY TANNER

Affiliates: Mark Barnhart, Kelly Barnhart, Maiela
Castro, Phoebe Glawe-Sergent, Jacob Glawe-Sergent,

Gloria Henson, Sam Henson, Julie Holman, Tammi
Jackson, Jessica Patriquin, Melissa Patriquin, Brad

Porter, Cyndi Porter, Shannon Rankin, Nancy
Richards, Brian Schnakenberg, Julie Smith

 

Regular/Italian: Marie Bippus, Mark Cefalu, Sidney
Foster, Lola C Mitchell, Andrea Panzarino, Eddie

Smith, Bernard Stutes

 

Mark Your Calendars and Save the Dates!

Bylaw Committee Meeting
Wednesday, March 4th at 7:00p

Volunteer Meeting 
Wednesday March 18th at 7:00p
AAIC Board / General Meeting ~ 

Tuesday March 17th at 7:00p 
All members are welcome to attend! 

Show your card at the door.

Welcome New Members:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
ADVERTISING / NEWSLETTER PHONE:
480-234-0285  
EMAIL: ABROWNCAT123@YAHOO.COM
KITCHEN PHONE: 602-632-5228 
EMAIL: CUISINE.GALINDO@GMAIL.COM
EVENT COORDINATOR 
PHONE: 602-741-3079 
EMAIL: AAIC.MARIE@YAHOO.COM
BINGO MANAGER PHONE: 623-205-9487
BOCCE LEAGUE PHONE: 480-861-4903
EMAIL: PAUL3657@GMAIL.COM
CHAPLAIN BUILDING & PROP
MAINTENANCE 
CARES OF THE HEART & SOUL 
EMAIL: FLJCPROUSES74@GMAIL.COM
DECORATING PHONE: 480-234-0285
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE PHONE: 
602-741-5229 
ENTERTAINMENT 

PATTI O’DONNELL
AMY TANNER

CIRILO GALINDO

MARIE MYERS

ELSA ORDONEZ 
PAUL CASTALDO

GREGG GIANNANTONIO

JEANETTE ROUSE

AMY TANNER
JAY DITORO

DOMINGO YOUNG
EMAIL: DYOUNGREFINANCE@HOTMAIL.COM
MEMBERSHIP 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
PHONE: 602-292-0504 
EMAIL: AAICSCHOLARSHIP@GMAIL.COM
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
EMAIL: MELLACIAAIC@YAHOO.COM 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED 

CHRISTINA CALIO DANFORD

MICHAEL MELLACI

NEWSLETTER PRINTED BY WILLIAMS EXPRESS ~ 480-967-1014 

CLUB’S PHONE # 602-975-8294

New Affiliate Members may pick up their cards at the bar.

 All New Regular/Italian Members must attend a Board
Meeting to be sworn in and receive their Membership Cards

OPERATIONS NAME / CONTACT

LETS grow your business. Place your add here
and support the Club.

 Business Card 
1 issue ~ $20            1 issue -   $45                  
6 issues ~ $90          3 issues - $90
12 issues ~ $120      6 issues - $120

1/4 Page Half Page
1 issue ~ $60
3 issues ~ $150 
6 issues ~ $270

12issues ~ $150 12 issues ~ $425

For Information Contact: 
Patti in the Main Office

mailto:fljcprouses74@gmail.com


Friday March 13th ~ FROSTY & SILVERTONES
7p - 10p 

Friday March 20th ~ TIM HOPE 7p - 10p 

Friday March 27th ~ JIMMY MAC BAND 7p - 10p

FRIDAYS AT THE CLUB

Friday March 6th ~PAM LOE & HIPSHOT 7p-10p
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Wednesday - March 11th 
Painting with Rosy 6:00p

Join us for Bar Bingo in the Lounge 
Every Tuesday and Friday

Every Wednesday
 Karaoke ~ 6:30 - 9:00p 

Team Trivia ~ 6:30p - 8:30p

March 2026  Entertainment

Every Thursday
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY
FRIDAY, March 13th  7:00p 

COUNTRY DANCE NIGHT!
Saturday, March 21st  7:00p 

TWO FREE RAFFLES for $100 Gift Cards to 
Cowtown Boots will be given away!!!

SUNDAY FUNDAY!
Sunday, March 22nd  12:00p 

Get your tickets at the Bar - only $20
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Cares of the Heart
We meet so many wonderful people at The Club. I want to share with you how special it was to meet
Tommy Scuderi and his family. Tommy is 97 years old and a life time member. He and his family had
dinner and enjoyed the music at The Club one Friday evening. His wife, Mary, passed about 10 months
ago. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family. 

Happy 6  Anniversary to Chrstina and Stephen Danford, and congrats on adopting two lovable
Labrador dogs, too.  It is so nice to see people enjoying themselves, with family and friends. Come
with your family and friends and relax at our special gathering space. We keep all our members and
their families in our prayers and thoughts. For all those who are ill and/or recovering from surgery;
may you have a speedy recovery. Buon Compleanno (Happy Birthday) and Felice Anniversario (Happy
Anniversary), to those who are celebrating a birthday or anniversary in March.  
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Please email Jeanette Rouse, fljcprouses74@gmail.com with any news that you would like to be
included in the AAIC newsletter.

Food For The Soul

Spring is nature’s way of saying “Let’s party!” Robin Williams

                                                                                                        Submitted by Jeanette Rouse



The Winter Bocce League has ended. The first place
team hasn't been determined at the time of this
printing. There will be a Super Bocce Bowl game on
March 12 at 7pm between the top team from
Wednesday and Thursday night to play for the right
to have their names engraved onto the Bocce Wall of
Fame. I'd like to congratulate the 11 rookies that
played in the Winter League. You are now
considered veterans of the game. 
 
Spring league sign ups are in progress on the Bocce
Wall. There are spots available for Wednesday night.
Spring league will begin Apr 1 & 2 and finish by mid
May. League play is a total of 7 weeks, depending on
the weather. Never played before?? Sign up NOW
and enjoy the fun! There are plenty of players to
show you how to play. Any questions, please
contact me, contact info below.

We had 24 players that participated in the Opposite
Hand Tournament on Feb 22nd. Congrats to the
winners: Mel Bohler, Jerry Gries, Kathy Eveland and
Chuck Pence. 

Ciao . . . for now
Paul Castaldo & First Lady Debby
480-8761-4903;  
paul3657@gmail.com. 
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BOCCE WALKWAY

Now is time to pay tribute to a loved one or
a friend by memorizing them by having their name or
quote from their life engraved on a brick and be added to
the Tribute Walkway located behind the Bocce courts. 
     The cost is $60 per brick, max of 3 lines, 15
characters per line, $6 extra for each special art design.
The proceeds will help the AAIC Bocce Club maintain
our precious courts that were voted #1 in the Valley.
     The cost is $60 per brick, max of 3 lines, 15
characters per line, $6 extra for each special art design.
The proceeds will help the AAIC Bocce Club maintain
our precious courts that were voted #1 in the Valley.
  Order forms are located on the Bocce wall in the
hallway behind the bar (next to the women's restroom).
  If you have any questions, regarding the Memorial
Walkway, please don’t hesitate to contact me via email,
phone or text at  480-861-4903 or 
Paul3657@gmail.com.
     Your help will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you, Paul Castaldo Pres, 
AAIC Bocce League 

Bocce News!

AAIC Scholarship Committee
❤  Scholarship Program Update – 2025–2026 School Year❤

We are proud to share that for the 2025–2026 school year, we have raised more than $10,000 in scholarship
funds! In addition, we received nine outstanding student applications.  This year’s applicants represent some of the
highest grade point averages and most heartfelt essays we have seen to date. Their aspirations for the future are
truly inspiring, ranging from aerospace engineering to equine training (horses) and rehabilitation, to careers in the
medical field. It is clear that these young scholars are driven, compassionate, and dedicated to making a
difference.
The Scholarship Committee will be presenting its recommendations at the upcoming Board meeting on March 17.
Stay tuned for details about our Scholarship Awards Dinner this Spring so you can reserve your seat and join us in
celebrating these exceptional students.
In the meantime, please mark your calendar for the Clubs upcoming Mahjong Tournament benefiting the
Scholarship Fund on April 18. Sign up to play at the Club’s bar and support our scholarship program while enjoying
a fun and friendly competition!

As always, thank you for your continued generosity and support.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
The Club is always in need of volunteers.  Come to
our volunteer meeting on March 18  at 7p and join

the team. No commitments, no demands, just
opportunities to help out! For more information,

email abrowncat123@yahoo.com or 

th

text (480) 234-0285

mailto:paul3657@gmail.com
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WANT TO GET THE NEWSLETTER???

Anyone can get our Newsletter, here’s how:
1.Tell your family & friends to send their

email to:  kbass2728@yahoo.com
2.Click the newsletter link on AAIC’s

Facebook page or the
AAIC website www.azaiclub.com

3.Pick up a copy of the newsletter at the Club




