
   October  2026  ~  Newsletter

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB
 7509 N 12th Street ~ Phoenix, AZ 85020 Phone: 602-975-8294

https://www.azaiclub.com https://www.facebook.com/AZAICLUB

 Members & guests are welcome to enjoy our great
restaurant, live music and other social activities. Facilities
are available for members to rent for celebrations, family

events and meetings!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

MONDAY ~ CLOSED ~ TUESDAY ~ 3:00PM - 9:00PM 
WEDNESDAY ~ THURSDAY ~ 11:00AM - 10:00PM 

FRIDAY ~ SATURDAY ~ 11:00AM - 11:00PM 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 

KITCHEN HOURS:  MONDAY ~  CLOSED
TUESDAY 3:00 - 9:00 ~ WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY ~ 11:00 - 9:00 ~

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00 - 10:00 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00 - 3:00

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB HOURS

     Happy October! Fall is almost here and the holidays are approaching fast!  Where does
the time go??  In October, we celebrate Columbus Day on the 12 , an important day in
Italian-American history. Christopher Columbus was an Italian explorer from Genoa who
led a Spanish maritime expedition to cross the Atlantic Ocean in search of an alternative
route to the Far East. Columbus believed he sailed his crew to the East Indies, but his
voyages landed them in the New World. His first voyage to the New World was made on the
Spanish ships Niña, Pinta, and Santa María and took about three months. The crew's arrival
in the New World initiated the colonization of the Americas by Spain. 

th

    I would like to extend special thanks to Sherry Young and Kathleen McCoy this month.  
Sherry has a gift for welcoming new members into the Club family. She often befriends
people who come to the club alone and invites them to join her group.  That is so kind!!  
Kathleen quietly spent her own time and money to assist George Koopman (a past Club
President, Chaplain and Bocce player) during the last months of his life, and then went all
out to honor his memory with a lovely Celebration of Life at the Club. Thank you both very
much!!   We appreciate you!  

         This month, we are hosting another Country Dance on October 17 . There is no cover
charge for members!!  Once again, we will have free raffles, great food, and fun!!  Bingo
continues to offer a lot of great incentives to COME PLAY BINGO at the Club! (See the ad
on page 4.) If Party Bingo is more your speed, join us in the lounge for HALLOWEEN DRAG
QUEEN PARTY BINGO on October 24 ! We will have great prizes, yummy food, and lots of
fun!  Hooter’s Blues Jam are back again this month on the 18th!  Don’t miss Sunday Funday
with Tony Lee on October 25  where we’ll be serving Baby Back Ribs, cowboy beans and
coleslaw!  Bocce will be having some great raffle items you can win at Sunday Funday!!! The
Club HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY is always a hit, so join us on October 30  to show off
your costume!!  Come check out all of the events we have to offer this month. 

th

th

th

th

     Every week, we have live music, lots of dancing, 50/50 raffles, the Queen of Hearts, Bar
Bingo, Mahjong, Bingo, Trivia, Karaoke, expanded Happy Hours, Sunday Funday, and many
other events here at the Club!!  Check out our FaceBook page - Arizona Italian Club - to see
the pictures of these events and share in the fun!!! 

    The weather is getting nicer and so is our patio!!! I look forward to seeing you at the Club!
Grazie !!  

 Michael Mellaci, President

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Genoa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Far_East
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_World
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ni%C3%B1a_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinta_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Mar%C3%ADa_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonization_of_the_Americas
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American Italian Club
 2026/2027 EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT MICHAEL MELLACI
VICE PRESIDENT GREGG GIANNANTONIO 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 TREASURER 
 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED

FRANK CUCITRO

2026/2027 TRUSTEES 
JOANNE ARCANGELO, CHRISTINA CALIO 
DANFORD, AMY ESTES, MARCO MASINI 

& AMY TANNER

Affiliates: Ian Scott, Eric Gregorovic, William Lucas,
Cecelia Robinson, Cindy Davis, David E. Garcia,

Douglas C. Preez, Araceli Perez, Kristine Leon, Ellen
Dial, Scott Kaplan, Laura Hunt

Regular/Italian:  Dan Kotora, Jessica Gregorovic,
James Talerico, Justin Zamarra, Catherin Romano,

Gemma Wilson, Lori A. Garcia
 

Volunteer/Fundraising Meeting 
Wednesday October 14  at 7:00pth

AAIC Board / General Meeting ~ 
Tuesday October 20  at 7:00p th

ALL MEMBERS are ENCOURAGED to attend!  
Show your card at the door.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
ADVERTISING / NEWSLETTER 
PHONE: 480-234-0285  
EMAIL: ABROWNCAT123@YAHOO.COM
KITCHEN PHONE: 602-632-5228 
EMAIL: CUISINE.GALINDO@GMAIL.COM
EVENT COORDINATOR 
PHONE: 602-741-3079 
EMAIL: AAIC.MARIE@YAHOO.COM
BINGO MANAGER PHONE: 623-205-9487
BOCCE LEAGUE PHONE: 480-861-4903
EMAIL: PAUL3657@GMAIL.COM
CHAPLAIN,  BUILDING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE 
CARES OF THE HEART & SOUL 
EMAIL: FLJCPROUSES74@GMAIL.COM
DECORATING PHONE: 480-234-0285
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 
PHONE:  602-741-5229 
ENTERTAINMENT 

PATTI O’DONNELL
AMY TANNER

CIRILO GALINDO

MARIE MYERS

ELSA ORDONEZ 
PAUL CASTALDO

GREGG GIANNANTONIO

JEANETTE ROUSE

AMY TANNER
JAY DITORO

DOMINGO YOUNG
EMAIL: DYOUNGREFINANCE@HOTMAIL.COM
MEMBERSHIP 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
PHONE: 602-292-0504 
EMAIL: AAICSCHOLARSHIP@GMAIL.COM
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
EMAIL: MELLACIAAIC@YAHOO.COM 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED 

CHRISTINA CALIO DANFORD

MICHAEL MELLACI

NEWSLETTER PRINTED BY WILLIAMS EXPRESS ~ 480-967-1014 

CLUB’S PHONE # 602-975-8294

New Affiliate Members may pick up their cards at the bar.

OPERATIONS NAME / CONTACT

RESERVATION POLICY:
Reservations will only be held until
15 mins. prior to event start time. 

PLEASE NOTE: No outside food* or drink is allowed
in the Club at any time.  

(This includes any type of cup, thermos or water
bottle- even if it is “only water.”)

*Birthday cakes allowed with permission. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
The Club is always in need of volunteers.
No commitments, no demands, just fun

ways to help out! ALL MEMBERS are
welcome!!!

For more information, email
abrowncat123@yahoo.com. 

 All New Regular/Italian Members must attend a Board
Meeting to be sworn in and receive their Membership Cards

Use of MARIJUANA is PROHIBITED 
on Club property. 

No smoking or vaping will be allowed.

mailto:fljcprouses74@gmail.com


Friday Oct. 9th ~ Viva Lost Wages 7p-10p Friday Oct. 16th ~ Red Canyon Band 7p-10p 

FRIDAYS AT THE CLUB
Friday Oct. 2nd ~Pam Loe & Hipshot 7p-10p
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Bar Bingo in the Lounge Tuesday and Friday Wednesday Karaoke ~ 6:30p - 9:00p 

October 2026  Entertainment

Thursday Team Trivia ~ 6:30p - 8:30p

Friday Oct. 23rd~Tin Trailer Band 7p-10p 

Friday Oct. 30th ~ Jimmy Mac Band 7p-10p
DRESS UP FOR THE

HALLOWEEN PARTY COSTUME CONTEST!
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October 2026  Entertainment Continued
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Cares of the Heart
     October is here. Hopefully, October will be full of Autumn colors and cooler weather, unlike
the heat and humidity of September.
    I have heard about so many of you going through health issues – physical, mental, and
emotional. You are in our prayers and thoughts. 
    Buon Compleanno (Happy Birthday) and Felice Anniversario (Happy Anniversary), to those
who are celebrating a birthday or anniversary in October. 
      Please email Jeanette Rouse, fljcprouses74@gmail.com with any news that you would like
to be included in the AAIC newsletter.

 Food For The Soul

“The best way to predict the future is to create it.”               Abraham Lincoln
                                                                                                                Submitted by Jeanette Rouse               



Bocce News!
Fall bocce league has begun. Bocce has gotten so popular that we have a total of
20 teams playing for their team name to be on the Championship plaque. Come
on out and see the competition on Wednesday or Thursday nights at 7pm.

Next AAIC Bocce Club meeting is Oct 6 at 7pm in the Bingo Rm.

Help support the AAIC Bocce Club by attending the Oct Sunday Funday for some
exciting raffle prizes. Look for the pictures of the prizes throughout the club.

If you have any questions about Bocce, please contact me.
Ciao . . . for now
Paul Castaldo
480-861-4903 - paul3657@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook: AIC BOCCE NEWS
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AAIC Scholarship Spotlight Series - Celebrating the Future of Our Community

AAIC is proud to celebrate scholarship recipient
Briana Hernandez, a student whose story reflects
resilience, ambition, and the courage to dream
beyond limitations.
A graduate of Franklin Police & Fire High School
with a 3.36 GPA, Briana plans to attend Phoenix
College and pursue a career in dentistry or
orthodontics, with the goal of helping others feel
confident sharing their smiles.
Throughout high school, Briana remained active in
yearbook, flag and color guard, Spanish Club,
Thunderbird Charity, and financial government,
where she earned a seal of financial literacy.
One experience, in particular, transformed her
outlook on life: a trip to Paris. Having once never
imagined she would travel beyond Phoenix, the
experience expanded her view of the world and
inspired her to believe that her dreams could be
bigger than her fears. That newfound confidence
helped shape her vision for the future.
Briana also credits her parents’ sacrifices and work
ethic for instilling the resilience and determination
that continue to guide her path. Their example has
inspired her commitment to helping others and
building a meaningful career in healthcare.
As part of the extended AAIC family, Briana
represents perseverance, compassion, and the
belief that opportunity can change lives.

AAIC is honored to recognize Greta Patterson as one
of this year’s scholarship recipients. A graduate of
Arcadia High School with an exceptional 4.675 GPA,
Greta has already built a remarkable record of
academic, athletic, and artistic achievement.
Greta will attend Northern Arizona University, where
she has earned the prestigious Lumberjack
Scholarship and plans to study Environmental
Science.
Her high school journey reflects an inspiring balance
of talents and passions. Greta has participated in
theater all four years, discovering a love for
performing that helped build confidence and
creativity. She describes auditioning for her junior
year musical as one of the best decisions she has
ever made.
At the same time, Greta demonstrated outstanding
leadership in athletics, serving as captain of both the
girls basketball team for four years and the girls flag
football team for two years.
Her dedication to service is equally impressive.
Through volunteer work with Feed My Starving
Children, Greta has demonstrated a genuine
commitment to supporting communities both locally
and globally.
A proud member of an AAIC family, Greta embodies
leadership, compassion, and a willingness to inspire
others through both her actions and her example.

Briana Hernandez Greta Patterson

mailto:mpaul3657@gmail.com
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WANT TO GET THE NEWSLETTER???

Anyone can get our Newsletter, here’s how:
1.Tell your family & friends to send their

email to:  kbass2728@yahoo.com
2.Click the newsletter link on AAIC’s

Facebook page or the
AAIC website www.azaiclub.com

3.Pick up a copy of the newsletter at the Club

This year, we will have a
booth at the Italian

Festival on Nov. 7th and
8th. 

 Contact the Volunteer
Committee if you wish to
volunteer at the booth. 
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