
August 2025 ~ Newsletter

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB
 7509 N 12th Street ~ Phoenix, AZ 85020 Phone: 602-975-8294

https://www.azaiclub.com https://www.facebook.com/AZAICLUB

Our Club is open to the Public! 
Come on in and enjoy our great restaurant, live

music and other social activities. 
Facilities are available to rent for celebrations,

family events and meetings!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Wow, this summer is flying by! Our water and food drive for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was a tremendous success! 

Our members are so generous, and we made a substantial contribution to helping the less fortunate in our community! Special thanks 

to Joanne Arcangelo for organizing that event.

Our Backyard BBQs continue to be successful, and it is wonderful to see our members enjoy the food, music, and friendship. 

Domingo and Gregg did a fantastic job! Thanks also to Walter for the amazing raffle items and the extra funds raised for the Club! 

We also had another crazy Party Bingo party that was enjoyed by all, and our Cowboy Dance was well attended- everyone danced 

their boots off!!!

A number of notable events happened historically in August. The Great Train Robbery, Hiroshima, the building of the Berlin Wall, 

the birth of Robert De Niro, and the deaths of Marilyn Monroe and Princess Diana all happened in August – but did you know that 

Christopher Columbus set sail on August 3, 1492? Next time you see his statue in front of our building, take a moment to reflect on 

the monumental contribution that his voyage made in our lives! In addition, on August 15th, we celebrate Ferragosto, an Italian 

holiday rooted in ancient Roman tradition, which was later incorporated into the Feast of the Assumption of Mary. 

If you have not been to Bingo lately, come into play and check out the new number boards! They are state-of-the-art and make 

playing bingo even more fun!

The parking lot project has been completed, and it looks great! Thanks to Gregg for obtaining the bids and coordinating the work. 

We appreciate everyone’s patience and cooperation while the work was done. The temporary inconveniences were definitely worth it! 

Our 2nd Annual Car Show is coming up on October 11th. Every make and model of car is welcome in the show. We are looking for 

Sponsors, donations for the raffles, and we have vendor spots available for rent. Last year, we had over 100 cars, and we are 

looking forward to having even more this year! Check the newsletter for more information. Thank you to Ernie Oakes for Chairing 

this event again this year!

Our Club can host a variety of events, receptions, parties and group meetings; we would love to book a reservation for your event! 

We are always looking for new members, volunteers, and Italian members to serve on the Board. You do not have to be Italian to 

volunteer. If you are interested in volunteering or serving on the Board, please let us know!

Our weekly and monthly activities continue to be a place where everyone is welcome! Come in for Happy Hour, Bingo, live music, 

dancing, Karaoke, Trivia, Bar Bingo, Mahjong, Painting, Queen of Hearts, Bocce, Horseshoes, Cowboy dances, Party Bingo, raffles,

and delicious food! 

A presto,

Michael Mellaci, President

Arizona American Italian Club



 
 
 

American Italian Club

2024 - 2025 EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT MICHAEL MELLACI
 VICE PRESIDENT GREGG GIANNANTONIO 

RECORDING SECRETARY DAWN KASNICK

 FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

 TREASURER 

 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED

TBD

FRANK CUCITRO

2024 / 2025 TRUSTEES 

JOANNE ARCANGELO, CHRISTINA CALIO DANFORD, 

ERNIE OAKES, MARCO MASINI

Affiliates: 

Charly Billingsley, Adam Brackney, Renee Cooperman, 

Mike Gannon, Ed Hiatt, Collen Howell, Patrick Howell, 

Douglas Johnson, Kelly Jorgensen, Stanley Jorgensen,

Johanna Kato, Spenser Kato, Tyrone Kinzer, 

Tatiana Longo, Sarah Miller-Bausch, Greg Simpson, 

Katie Thomson, Paul Thomson and Victor Yeremin

 

Regular/Italian: 

Olivia Bellato, Sally Branch, Ray Capaci, Dawn Capaci,

Terri Johnson and Donna Spini

 

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB HOURS

Upcoming Meetings:

Bylaw Committee Meetings ~ Wednesday August 6, 13 & 27th

Car Show Volunteer Meeting ~ Wednesday August 6th at 6:30

Volunteer Committee Meeting ~ Wednesday August 13  at 6:30th

AAIC Board / General Meeting ~ Tuesday August 19th at 7:00 

All members are welcome to attend the Board/General Meetings

Welcome New Members:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

ADVERTISING / NEWSLETTER

PHONE: 909-367-8607 EMAIL:

DKASNICK@GMAIL.COM 

KITCHEN PHONE: 602-632-5228

EMAIL:CUISINE.GALINDO@GMAIL.CO

M EVENT COORDINATOR PHONE:

602-741-3079 

EMAIL: AAIC.MARIE@YAHOO.COM

BINGO MANAGER PHONE: 

623-205-9487 

BOCCE LEAGUE 

PHONE: 480-861-4903 

EMAIL: PAUL3657@GMAIL.COM 

BUILDING & PROP MAINTENANCE

CARES OF THE HEART & SOUL

EMAIL: FJlCPROUSE74@GMAIL.COM

DECORATING PHONE: 480-234-0285

GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 

PHONE: 

602-741-5229 

ENTERTAINMENT 

PATTI O’DONNELL

DAWN KASNICK

CIRILO GALINDO

MARIE MYERS

ELSA ORDONEZ 

PAUL CASTALDO

JEANETTE ROUSE

AMY TANNER

JAY DITORO

DOMINGO YOUNG

EMAIL: DYOUNGREFINANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

MEMBERSHIP 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

PHONE: 602-292-0504

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

EMAIL: DKASNICK@GMAIL.COM 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED 

CHRISTINA CALIO DANFORD

DAWN KASNICK 

NEWSLETTER PRINTED BY WILLIAMS EXPRESS ~ 480-967-1014 

CLUB’S PHONE # 602-975-8294

New Affiliate Members may pickup their cards at the bar.

All New Regular/Italian Members must attend a Board

Meeting to receive their Membership Cards
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MONDAY ~ TUESDAY ~ 3:00PM - 9:00PM WEDNESDAY ~

THURSDAY ~ 11:00AM - 10:00PM FRIDAY ~ SATURDAY ~

11:00AM - 11:00PM SUNDAY ~ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 

KITCHEN HOURS 

MONDAY ~ CLOSED TUESDAY 3:00 - 9:00 WEDNESDAY &

THURSDAY ~ 11:00 - 9:00 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00 - 10:00 

SUNDAY ~ 9:00 - 3:00

OPERATIONS NAME / CONTACT

Anyone can get our Newsletter, here’s how:

1.Tell your family & friends to send their email to

kbass2728@yahoo.com

2.Click the newsletter link on AAIC’s Facebook page or the

AAIC website www.azaiclub.com

3.Pick up a copy of the newsletter at the Club

LETS grow your business.

Place your add here and support the Club.

 Business Card 

1 issue ~ $20

6 issues ~ $90

12 issues ~ $120 

1/4 Page Half Page

1issue ~ $45

3issues ~ $90

6issues ~ $120 

1 issue ~ $60

3 issues ~ $150

6 issues ~ $270

12 issues ~ $150 12 issues ~ $425

For Information Contact: 

DawnKasnick ~ 909-367-8607



Join us for Bar Bingo in the Lounge

Every Tuesday and Friday

Wednesdays - August 6,13,20 & 27th 

Karaoke ~ 6:30 - 9:00PM 

Fuel This Fire Entertainment with Linda Sue Baker

Fridays - August 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29  ~ 7:00 - 10:00PMth

Friday August 1  ~ Speedway Band st

A variety band that plays Oldies, Blues & Classic Rock

Thursdays - August 7, 14, 21 & 28th

Team Trivia ~ 6:30 - 8:30PM

Saturdays - August 16 & 23rd

 Saturday August 16   ~ Cowboy Dance Nightth

Dance Lessons at 6:00PM

Featuring Pam Loe & Hipshot ~ 7:00 - 10:00PM

FRIDAYS Continued

Friday August 15th ~ Frosty & The Slivertones

This band plays a wide range of genres including 

Classic Rock, Southern Rock  & Variety Hits

Friday August 22  ~ Cosmic Groovend

Cosmic Groove is a high-energy group, with great music! 

August 2025 Entertainment
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Friday August 8  ~ AZ Waybacks th

This band plays tunes from the 60's & 70's from Rock, 

Motown and Soul

Friday August 29th ~ Merge Band

This dynamic band combines a diverse group of musicians

from various musical backgrounds

Saturday August 23  ~ Football Party Bingo ~ 6:30 - 9:00rd



2nd Annual AAIC Car Show

Contact Ernie Oakes ~ 303-883-4041 

for Sponsorship Opportunities and additional information

AAIC Scholarship Spotlight
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Cares of the Heart

Hoping all have had a great summer so far. I wanted to let you know

how great of a time, Fred and I have had at the barbeques held each

month. The food is delicious. The music is enjoyable. Hope to see you

at the next one – August 24th. .th

We think of our members often. For those who are ill, those with an

upcoming surgery, or recovering from surgery, may you have a speedy

recovery.

Buon Compleanno (Happy Birthday) and Felice Anniversario (Happy

Anniversary), to those who are celebrating a birthday or anniversary in

August.

Please email Jeanette Rouse, fljcprouses74@gmail.com with any news,

celebrations, illnesses, etc. We would love to hear what’s going on.

Food For The Soul
“It is always summer somewhere.” ~ Lily Pulitzer

Submitted by Jeanette Rouse

Celebrating Jaina's Inspiring Story and Scholarship Award...

 

Jaina Kaiser, a recent graduate of Xavier College Preparatory, has shown incredible

strength and determination throughout her life. As a young girl, she overcame a severe

virus that affected her right hip—an experience that inspired her to pursue a career in

physical therapy.

Through her 12-years of club volleyball, Jaina faced and conquered multiple setbacks,

always motivated by the therapists who helped her along the way. With the support of the

AAIC scholarship, Jaina is now one step closer to achieving her dream of earning a

doctorate in physical therapy, beginning her studies at ASU this fall.

Her proud mother and sister joined Jaina at the awards ceremony this April, where they

were deeply touched by the Club’s warm hospitality and celebrated her achievement by

dancing the night away. On behalf of the Scholarship Committee, we are deeply grateful to

the Italian Club members for believing in Jaina’s bright future.

We are looking for Sponsors for the Club's Car Show! 

Individuals and Businesses are encouraged to check out this opportunity

This year we have 4 Sponsorship levels

Nitro Sponsorship ~ $500, Includes Name on Event T-shirt, Name in the

Newsletter and Social Media Posts

High Octane Sponsorship ~ $250, Includes Name in Newsletter and Social

Media Posts.

Premium Sponsorship ~ $100, Includes Vendor Booth and Name on Award

Plaque

Super Sponsorship ~ $50, Includes Name on Award Plaque
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 Bocce Tribute Walkway

There’s still time to pay tribute to a loved one or a friend by

memorizing them by having their name or quote from their life

engraved on a brick and be added to the Tribute Walkway

located behind the Bocce courts. 

The cost is $60 per brick, max of 3 lines, 15 characters per line,

$6 extra for each special art design. The proceeds will help the

AAIC Bocce Club maintain our precious courts that were voted

#1 in the Valley.

Order forms are located on the Bocce wall in the hallway

behind the bar (next to the women's restroom).

If you have any questions, regarding the Memorial Walkway,

please don’t hesitate to contact me via email, phone or text at

480-861-4903 or Paul3657@gmail.com.

Your help will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you,

Paul Castaldo

Pres, AAIC Bocce League 

Bocce News!

What a SIZZLING summer it has been. The AAIC Bocce league takes the summer off due to the extreme heat, BUT

the Fall League is around the corner. While you are reading this, the sign up for the Fall league has begun. Look for

the sign-up sheet on the Bocce wall located in the hallway behind the bar next to the women's restroom. Never

played Bocce?? No experience needed. Don’t worry, we will teach you. The last two seasons we had a total of 21

rookies, who are now veterans.

Fall League will begin Sept 17/18. We will be having 2 leagues (Weds / Thurs) due to the interest in the game of

bocce. The top team from the 2 nights will be in a BOCCE Bowl to determine whose names will be inscribed on the

Bocce winner’s plaque. If you have a certain night that works best for you, please state it next to your name when

you sign up. We will be selecting teams at our next AAIC Bocce mtg on Sept 2nd at 7pm. SAVE THE DATE

Before we begin the Fall league, the courts need to be spruced up. There will be a maintenance gathering on

Saturday, Sept 6th at 7am. We will be grooming the courts, patching curbs, and repainting them. ALL are invited to

attend, no experience required.

If you have a question regarding AAIC Bocce, please contact me via text or email.

Ciao . . .. for now,

Paul Castaldo

AAIC Bocce League President

480-861-4903 or paul3567@gmail.com
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CT

Dedicated to Customer Service

480-967-1014

Proud printer of the AAIC Newletter

Call us for your printing needs!!WILLIAMS EXPRESS NOW PRINTS SIGNS!!!

WIDE FORMAT PRINTING

480-967-1014




