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ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB
 7509 N 12th Street ~ Phoenix, AZ 85020 Phone: 602-975-8294

https://www.azaiclub.com https://www.facebook.com/AZAICLUB

 Members & guests are welcome to enjoy our great
restaurant, live music and other social activities. Facilities
are available for members to rent for celebrations, family

events and meetings!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

MONDAY ~ CLOSED ~ TUESDAY ~ 3:00PM - 9:00PM 
WEDNESDAY ~ THURSDAY ~ 11:00AM - 10:00PM 

FRIDAY ~ SATURDAY ~ 11:00AM - 11:00PM 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 

KITCHEN HOURS:  MONDAY ~  CLOSED
TUESDAY 3:00 - 9:00 ~ WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY ~ 11:00 - 9:00 ~

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00 - 10:00 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00 - 3:00

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB HOURS

     Happy September! Summer is winding down, our winter visitors will soon return, and the
kids are headed back to school!! In September, we commemorate Labor Day, which
originated during the Industrial Revolution as a creation of the labor movement,
celebrating the social and economic achievements of American workers. It became an
official federal holiday on June 28, 1894, signed by President Grover Cleveland following
turbulent strikes and labor unrest. American labor has improved our nation’s standard of
living. The labor movement supports our traditional ideals of economic and political
democracy. It is appropriate, therefore, that the nation pays tribute on Labor Day to the
creator of so much of the nation's strength, freedom, and leadership – the American
worker.

    I am happy to report that we continue to make improvements to the Club.  Special
thanks to Mike Galeski and Gregg Giannantonio who donated their time and labor to help
me work on the patio. If you haven’t see it, check it out!! 

    Once again, our Food and Water Drive to benefit St. Vincent de Paul was incredibly
successful!  Thank you to Joanne Arcangelo for her tireless work and to all the members
who so generously donated food and bottled water to this worthy cause. 

     The Club continues to host exciting events and we have many more to come! This month,
we are hosting another Country Dance on September 19 . There is no cover charge for
members!!  Once again, we will have free raffles, great food, and fun!! It’s a good time, so
don’t miss it!  Bingo has rolled out a lot of great incentives to COME PLAY BINGO at the
Club! (See the ad on page 4.) If Party Bingo is more your speed, join us in the lounge for
ROCK & ROLL BINGO on September 26 ! We will have great prizes, yummy food, and lots of
fun!  Hooter’s Blues Jam was another hit and they are back again this month!  Also back by
popular demand, Myrtle Street Band will be at the Club on September 12 , and we are
featuring another Sunday Funday with August Manley on September 27 !  Come check out
all of the events we have to offer this month. 
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     Every week, we have live music, lots of dancing, 50/50 raffles, the Queen of Hearts, Bar
Bingo, Mahjong, Bingo, Trivia, Karaoke, expanded Happy Hours, Sunday Funday, and many
other events here at the Club!!  Check out our FaceBook page - Arizona Italian Club - to see
the pictures of these events and share in the fun!!! 

    I look forward to seeing you at the Club!
Grazie !!  

 Michael Mellaci, President
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American Italian Club
 2026/2027 EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT MICHAEL MELLACI
VICE PRESIDENT GREGG GIANNANTONIO 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 TREASURER 
 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED

FRANK CUCITRO

2026/2027 TRUSTEES 
JOANNE ARCANGELO, CHRISTINA CALIO 
DANFORD, AMY ESTES, MARCO MASINI 

& AMY TANNER Affiliates: Doug Adams, Bonnie Bartak, Matt Bartlett,
Tammy Bosse, Deana Cachora, Georgia Faigenbaum,

Lani Grucky, Linda Head, Steve Helphrey, Joyce
Helphrey, Pam Hollerbach, April Long, Margaret

MacCleary, John M. Phipps, Mary Phipps, Stephanie
Preach, Judi Schellenberg, Gerard Schneyer, Julie

Whitmore, Kitty Woodward

Regular/Italian:  Vince Abramo, Jessica Daniels,
Michael Ferketich, Cory Omdahl, Lindsay Preach,

Chuck Ungor, Steve Zaccari

 

Mark Your Calendars and Save the Dates!
Volunteer/Fundraising Meeting 

Wednesday September 23  at 7:00prd

AAIC Board / General Meeting ~ 
Tuesday September 15  at 7:00p th

ALL MEMBERS are ENCOURAGED to attend!  
Show your card at the door.

Welcome New Members:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
ADVERTISING / NEWSLETTER 
PHONE: 480-234-0285  
EMAIL: ABROWNCAT123@YAHOO.COM
KITCHEN PHONE: 602-632-5228 
EMAIL: CUISINE.GALINDO@GMAIL.COM
EVENT COORDINATOR 
PHONE: 602-741-3079 
EMAIL: AAIC.MARIE@YAHOO.COM
BINGO MANAGER PHONE: 623-205-9487
BOCCE LEAGUE PHONE: 480-861-4903
EMAIL: PAUL3657@GMAIL.COM
CHAPLAIN,  BUILDING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE 
CARES OF THE HEART & SOUL 
EMAIL: FLJCPROUSES74@GMAIL.COM
DECORATING PHONE: 480-234-0285
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 
PHONE:  602-741-5229 
ENTERTAINMENT 

PATTI O’DONNELL
AMY TANNER

CIRILO GALINDO

MARIE MYERS

ELSA ORDONEZ 
PAUL CASTALDO

GREGG GIANNANTONIO

JEANETTE ROUSE

AMY TANNER
JAY DITORO

DOMINGO YOUNG
EMAIL: DYOUNGREFINANCE@HOTMAIL.COM
MEMBERSHIP 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
PHONE: 602-292-0504 
EMAIL: AAICSCHOLARSHIP@GMAIL.COM
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
EMAIL: MELLACIAAIC@YAHOO.COM 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED 

CHRISTINA CALIO DANFORD

MICHAEL MELLACI

NEWSLETTER PRINTED BY WILLIAMS EXPRESS ~ 480-967-1014 

CLUB’S PHONE # 602-975-8294

New Affiliate Members may pick up their cards at the bar.

OPERATIONS NAME / CONTACT

RESERVATION POLICY:
Reservations will only be held until
15 mins. prior to event start time. 

PLEASE NOTE: No outside food* or drink is
allowed in the Club at any time.  (This includes
any type of cup, thermos or water bottle- even
if it is “only water.”)

*Birthday cakes allowed with permission. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
The Club is always in need of volunteers.   No

commitments, no demands, just fun ways to help
out! ALL MEMBERS are welcome!!!

For more information, email
abrowncat123@yahoo.com. 

 All New Regular/Italian Members must attend a Board
Meeting to be sworn in and receive their Membership Cards

Use of MARIJUANA is PROHIBITED 
on Club property. 

No smoking or vaping will be allowed.

mailto:fljcprouses74@gmail.com


Friday Sept. 11th ~ Signature Blend 7p-10p 

Friday Sept. 18th ~ Jimmy Mac Band 7p-10p 

FRIDAYS AT THE CLUB

Friday Sept. 4th ~Sonic Groove 7p-10p
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Bar Bingo in the Lounge Tuesday and Friday

Wednesday Karaoke ~ 6:30p - 9:00p 

September 2026  Entertainment

Thursday Team Trivia ~ 6:30p - 8:30p

Friday Sept. 25th~Tin Trailer Band 7p-10p 

Saturday Sept. 12th ~ 6:00p - 9:00p
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Sunday, Sept. 20th - Hooter’s Blues Jam

September 2026  Entertainment Continued
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Cares of the Heart
     September is here. Welcome Autumn! Welcome back to those who escaped the hot and humid Arizona
summer. We missed you. A big “Thank You!” to those who keep our Club going – volunteers and committee
members.
 
Please keep the Burnell Family in your thoughts and prayers.  Dan Burnell, a past President of AAIC has
passed away recently.  We remember all those who are ill and those we haven’t seen in a while. May you have
many happy and relaxed days. Buon Compleanno (Happy Birthday) and Felice Anniversario (Happy
Anniversary to those who are celebrating a birthday or anniversary in September. 

Safe travels and fun times to those who have planned vacations in the coming months. Fred and I had a
wonderful time in Washington, with our family celebrating the wedding of our youngest daughter, Anita.

Please email Jeanette Rouse, fljcprouses74@gmail.com with any news that you would like to be included in the
AAIC newsletter.

 Food For The Soul
“Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.”               Albert Camus

                                                                                                                Submitted by Jeanette Rouse              



Bocce News!
It's September and it's still HOT. But that doesn't stop us Bocce players. For us it means
the beginning of the Fall League which starts on Sept 23/24. The game of Bocce is getting
so popular within the AAIC. In the past we were lucky to get 8 teams to play. NOW, there are
10 teams for Wednesday and Thursday nights. Since we only have room for 8 teams to play
at one time, there will be 2 teams that will have a bye each night, just like football. The AAIC
Bocce family would like to welcome the 13 rookies that are signed up for the Fall League.
Come on out and watch the teams battle it out on the courts. You'll get hooked and will
want to sign up for the Winter league that will start in January 2027.

If you want to learn more about the AAIC Bocce Club, you are invited to attend our kick off
mtg, Sept 1 at 7pm in the Bingo Rm.
Ciao . . . for now
Paul Castaldo
480-861-4903 - paul3657@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook: AIC BOCCE NEWS
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AAIC Scholarship Spotlight Series - Celebrating the Future of Our Community

On behalf of the Car Show and Scholarship
Committees, we want to sincerely thank
everyone who supported this year's 3rd Annual
Car Show efforts.
Although we are disappointed that the Car Show
will not move forward as planned, we are
incredibly grateful for the time, energy, and
enthusiasm so many of you contributed. From
securing sponsors and donating raffle items to
volunteering and spreading the word, this was
truly a community effort.
Refunds associated with the canceled event have
been addressed. We also look forward to finding
opportunities to raffle the wonderful items
already donated for the Car Show at future Club
activities. Please watch for more information as
those details are finalized.
Most importantly, thank you to everyone who
showed up, made a phone call or donation,
secured a sponsor, or volunteered their time.
While we won't get to see the Car Show come
together this year, the camaraderie and
generosity behind it reflect what our Club is all
about.
We are proud to continue the AAIC's tradition of
philanthropy and civic service and extremely
grateful to everyone who helps carry that spirit
forward.

AAIC proudly recognizes Leauna Dutton, a remarkable
student from Mingus High School in Cottonwood,
Arizona, as one of this year’s scholarship recipients.
Graduating with an impressive 4.0 GPA, Leauna plans to
attend Yavapai Community College to pursue
Radiologic Technology, combining her passion for
healthcare with a commitment to compassionate
patient care.

Leauna’s achievements reflect an extraordinary
balance of academics, leadership, and responsibility.
While excelling in school, she also works as an assistant
manager at a clothing store and has repeatedly earned
Principal’s Awards for academic excellence.

Her leadership roles are extensive. She serves as
President of Health Occupations Students of America,
participates as a Sports Medicine intern, competes in
tennis, and has earned multiple honors through Future
Farmers of America.

As a first-generation college student, Leauna’s journey
carries even greater meaning. She is determined to
become the first in her family to earn a degree,
demonstrating resilience, perseverance, and an
unwavering sense of purpose.

Leauna’s desire to enter healthcare is rooted not
only in professional ambition, but in a genuine desire
to care for others during vulnerable moments in their
lives. AAIC is proud to support a student whose
future promises both excellence and compassion.

AAIC Car Show
Heartfelt Thank You 

Leauna Dutton

mailto:mpaul3657@gmail.com
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WANT TO GET THE NEWSLETTER???

Anyone can get our Newsletter, here’s how:
1.Tell your family & friends to send their

email to:  kbass2728@yahoo.com
2.Click the newsletter link on AAIC’s

Facebook page or the
AAIC website www.azaiclub.com

3.Pick up a copy of the newsletter at the Club

This year, we will have
a booth at the Italian
Festival on Nov. 7th
and 8th. Discount
Ticket Code for
Members: AAIC26
Valid through Oct. 1 . st
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