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The Holy Season of Lent

The ancient Jewish tradition of penance, fasting and recognizing the ways in 
which we have separated ourselves from God is the backbone for the season of 
Lent.  Exodus tells of 40 days where Moses repented and fasted in response to the 
people’s making of the Golden Calf (see Exodus 34:27-28).  Jews today observe 
a 40-day period of repenting in preparation for the celebration of Yom Kippur.  
Holy Scripture also tells us that after Jesus’ baptism he went into the wilderness 
for a period of 40 days where he fasted and prayed.  This is also the time when he 
was tempted by Satan (see Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13 and Luke 4:1-13).  

The 40 days that encompass the season of Lent begin with Ash Wednesday and 
stretch through Holy Saturday of Holy Week.  During Lent Christians pay special 
attention to the ways in which we have not fully lived into our relationship with 
God and one another.  To this measure of self-recognition, we remember that 
God is ever-gracious and merciful to those who call to God with repentant 
hearts.  

Traditionally Lent has been marked as a time to give up something—usually 
something that is seen as a luxury in our lives.  However, many Christians choose 
to take on a Lenten discipline along with the traditional self-denial.  Both taking 
on and giving up are important spiritual disciplines during Lent.  Properly 
undertaking a spiritual discipline should be designed to provide additional ways 
to bring you into closer relationship with God-- through an action of Christian 
service, a spiritual practice, or some other reminder of how our very lives can be 
witnesses to God’s grace, mercy, charity and love.  

This season of Lent St. Martin’s is offering new opportunities for you to grow 
deeper in your faith, and deeper in relationship with your St. Martin’s parish 
family, despite being physically separated due to the pandemic.  See the 
announcements for details on how you can participate in these wonderful new 
programs.  Join us as we journey through this holy season of self-examination, 
fasting, penitence, as we continue to be reminded of God’s unending love for us.  
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Welcome to St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal Church
Our worship services are taken from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), and The Hymnal 1982 (H).  

All are invited to participate fully in our worship of God today. 

Celebration of Holy euCHarist, rite ii - 10:30 a.m.
THE WORD OF GOD

WelCome

Prelude: Andantino in G minor César Franck 

oPening Hymn: Now let us all with one accord H 147, v. 1 & 5

tHe Penitential order BCP p. 351
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; His mercy endures for ever. 

invitation to Confession BCP p. 352
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not inus. But if we confess our 
sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession and absolution

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The 
Penitential 
Order begins 
our services 
during Lent 
and focuses 
on both 
our need to 
repent for 
our sins, and 
God’s love 
and mercy 
to forgive us 
so that we 
may amend 
our lives 
and more 
fully live as 
the beloved 
children God 
created us 
to be.
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ColleCt of tHe day  
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your 
ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 
unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

a reading from genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and 
will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, 
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude 
of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. God 
said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will 
bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22:22-30 BCP p. 611
 22Praise the Lord, you that fear him; stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob’s line, 

give glory.
 23For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide his face from them;     

   but when they cry to him he hears them.
 24My praise is of him in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the presence of those who  

   worship him.
 25The poor shall eat and be satisfied,and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: “May your heart live  

   for ever!”
 26All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall  

   bow before him.
 27For kingship belongs to the Lord; he rules over the nations.
 28To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust fall before  

   him.
 29My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever.
 30They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn the saving deeds that he has done.

The Collect 
of the Day 

“collects” our 
individual 

thoughts 
into unified 
prayer that 

we might 
respond to 

the lessons we 
are about to 

hear. 
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a reading from Paul’s letter to tHe romans 4:13-25
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no 
law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made 
you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that 
he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your 
descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already 
as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 
faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 
were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who 
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised 
for our justification.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

tHe Holy gosPel 8:31-38
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said 
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 
of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

sermon The Reverend Nathan Erdman

musiCal refleCtion: Adagio John Bennett

niCene Creed BCP p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Nicene 
Creed is 
the most 
ancient and 
important 
corporate 
confession of 
our faith. We 
are joining 
ourselves to 
the great 
heritage of 
the holy (of 
God) catholic 
(universal) 
and apostolic 
(witnessing 
to the 
resurrection) 
church down 
through the 
centuries. 
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Prayers of tHe PeoPle – form ii BCP p. 385
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer this week 
we pray for the Anglican Church in Central America; and we pray for Justin, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Eugene and Robert, our bishops; for Matthew, Nathan, 
and John our clergy; and Kathleen our seminarian; and those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Trinity, 
Towson; All Saints’, Frederick; and Harriet Chapel, Catoctin Parish; for this gathering; and for all 
ministers and people. Pray for the Church.
Silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. We 
pray for Joseph, our President; the Congress and Supreme Court of the United States; for Larry, our 
governor; Steuart, our county executive; pray for justice and peace.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
Silence
Pray for those in any need or trouble. In our parish family this week we pray for Brian, Richard, Bob, 
the Sawyer family, the Sibbick family, Pam, Don, Sally, Chris, Dan, Lois, Matt, the Eveleth family, 
Kyle, Andrew, Cole, and Katherine.
Silence
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find and 
be found by him.
Silence
I ask your prayers for all the departed. Pray for those who have died.
Silence
I ask your prayers for all those affected by the COVID-19 virus and all health care providers, as they 
tend to those who have been infected; for those affected by natural disasters; for those whose lives 
have been forever altered by racial violence and for those who have seen their neighborhood host 
terrifying violence and astonishing destruction; for those who live in fear, remembering especially 
our Black brothers and sisters who have for decades cried out against injustice and not been 
heard by those with the power to make change; and for all those serving in our military and law 
enforcement communities. 
I ask your thanksgiving for all who celebrate birthday this week: Brian, Katelyn, Luke, Anne Minor, 
and Don.
Silence
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may have 
grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

tHe PeaCe

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 

announCements and giving

In thanksgiving for the many blessings God has given you,  joyfully giveback to God to enable the mission and ministry 
of St. Martin’s as we continue to serve our neighborhood, community and the world in the name of the risen Christ.

Please click the link in the livestream video to give, or visit stmartinsinthefield.com/giving.

The Prayers 
of the People 

remind us  
that in our 

worship we 
are connected 

to a larger 
fellowship 

- the Church- 
the Body of 

Christ, on 
whose heart 
lies the cares 

and concerns 
of the world.

http://stmartinsinthefield.com/giving
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
offertory: What Wondrous Love Is This Douglas E. Wagner

Hand Bell Choir
tHe great tHanksgiving, euCHaristiC Prayer d

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let us give 
thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, 
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you 
created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory 
of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every 
creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say,
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You 
formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, 
our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from 
you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in 
seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through 
the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 
Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To 
the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To 
fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and 
made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring 
to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent 
among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his 
coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we 
praise you and we bless you.
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God.
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 
these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of 
life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice 
in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. 
Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

The Sanctus, 
which begins, 
“Holy, holy, 
holy…” is 
a hymn of 
remembrance, 
consecration 
and praise 
where our 
voices echo 
the voices of 
the angels 
who eternally 
praise God 
with these 
words.  Our 
worship also 
includes the 
Benedictus, 
“Blessed 
is he…” a 
Christological 
acclamation 
of the coming 
of Christ into 
the world, 
taken from 
Matthew’s 
gospel.
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And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found favor with you in ages 
past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

fraCtion  
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast.

invitation
Bishop Sutton has permitted the Celebrant ONLY, on behalf of the congregation,  

to consume the consecrated elements of the Eucharist.

PostCommunion Prayer

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 
now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord 
Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today 
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and 
you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

blessing

The Post-
communion 

Prayer 
comes from 

the prayer 
book for the 

Armed Forces 
and speaks 
to Spiritual 

Communion 
whereby the 

assembled 
congregation 

spiritually 
partakes of 

the bread 
and wine 

while only 
the celebrant 
consumes the 

elements.
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Closing Hymn: Take my life, and let it be H 707

dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: Cornet Voluntary Henry Heron 

The Dismissal 
asserts the 
relationship 
between 
worship 
and living. 
It is a call to 
mission, a 
call to live the 
baptismal and 
Eucharistic life 
in the world. 

All music for our worship is reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-726381. All rights reserved. 

Visit us online at STMARTINSINTHEFIELD.ORG
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St. Martin’s-in-the-Field 
LENTEN OFFERINGS AND EVENTS

DISCUSSING MERE CHRISTIANITY
Thursdays in Lent at 7:00 p.m.
SIGN UP HERE 
Join us for a Lenten study of C.S. Lewis’ classic of Christian thought, Mere Christianity. 
We’ll look at the life and work of C.S. Lewis, and some of the great insights of Mere 
Christianity. Lewis challenged his British readers to see the heart of Christian faith during 
a time of crisis in war-torn Britain. Those new to the book will discover Lewis’ wonderful 
introduction to Christian faith for the first time. And Lewis fans will see his work in a new 
way, as Mere Christianity speaks directly to living our faith during unprecedented times. 
No prior reading or book purchase is required. For details contact Rev. Nathan, associate@
stmartinsinthefield.org.

FAITH AT HOME: LENT-IN-A-BOX
Sundays in Lent at 5:00 p.m.
This Lent we will come together via Zoom to deepen our faith and have fun together with Lent-in-a-Box. If you were not able 
to order a box you can still join in for the discussion. The projects and topics will be appropriate for every member of your 
family. Contact the church office, parishadmin@stmartinsinthefield.org, for a list of supplies you will need and for the zoom 
meeting information. 

ST. MARTIN’S EPISCOPAL SCHOOL COLLECTION 
FOR FACE MASKS AND HAND SANITIZER
Now through March 31
This Lenten season, St. Martin’s Episcopal School,  is serving as a 
collection site for new (unused) face masks and hand sanitizer 
to help low income families in the Annapolis area.  SMES is 
partnering with local non-profit Reach Out and Serve, LLC for 
this outreach.  A collection bin will be located in the school 
lobby now through March 31. Items can be dropped off during 
school hours. Contact the school for details at (410) 647-7055.

SUSTAINING PRACTICES: BALANCING YOUR LIFE IN A TIME OF 
PANDEMIC
Tuesdays in Lent at 7:00 p.m.
SIGN UP HERE 
Join Rev. Matthew on Tuesday nights in Lent as we learn about and practice s i x 
ways Christians throughout the centuries have kept and grown their faith in times of loss, 
pandemic, war and even peace. Each practice is way for us to find peace and balance in our lives 
while deepening our faith. Each 45-minute class will be accessible to folks from novice to 
expert. Join us for one or all of the sessions. For details or with questions please contact 
Rev. Matthew, rector@stmartinsinthefield.org.

https://stmartinsinthefield.com/events/
mailto:associate%40stmartinsinthefield.org?subject=Mere%20Christianity
mailto:associate%40stmartinsinthefield.org?subject=Mere%20Christianity
mailto:parishadmin%40stmartinsinthefield.org?subject=Lent%20in%20a%20box
https://stmartinsinthefield.com/events/
mailto:rector%40stmartinsinthefield.org?subject=Balance
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Sunday Livestream worship services begin with a welcome and Prelude at 10:25 a.m.  The opening hymn begins  
at our published service start time of 10:30 a.m. Join us Sunday morning on Facebook Live.

SUICIDE PREVENTION AND MENTAL 
HEALTH RESOURCES
Mental health includes our emotional, 
psychological, and social well-being. 
It affects how we think, feel, and act. 
Mental health is important at every 
stage of life, from childhood and 
adolescence through adulthood. 
If you think you or someone you 
know is suffering seek support 
today. Online resources provided on 
St. Martin’s website. For immediate 
assistance call our office at (410) 647-6248 any time and 
follow the prompts for pastoral emergency.

MUSIC ON HIGH
One of the positives 
coming from our 
suspension of in-person 
worship due to COVID 
has been the renovations 
to our worship space. 
These have included a 
new floor, refurbishing 
the pews and now raising 
up our music ministry. 
We have moved the 
organ console up to the 
balcony, and soon will 
add the choir risers and handbells. This move will have a 
positive impact on both the vocal and bell choirs as well as 
on congregational singing, once we are allowed to worship 
in person. And for those of you who enjoy watching HyeSung 
play, during our livestream broadcast you will be able to 
hear and see HyeSung play the prelude and postlude as the 
A/V team will be using the A/V iPad as a second camera.

EPISCOPAL ADVOCACY DAY
March 4, 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
The Maryland Episcopal 
Public Policy Network 
(MEPPN) and The Rev. Kathy 
Shahinian, Deacon for Public 
Policy, invites Episcopalians 
from across our state to 
gather virtually to be trained 
in addressing key issues 
with their legislators. Join us 
and learn about the current 
priorities of MEPPN and how they tie into our diocesan 
mission to build a community of love where all of God’s 
people are cared for mentally, physically, and spiritually. 
Our MEPPN team has taken action on bills that are helping 
our communities usher in a more equitable and just world. 
Come to listen, come to learn, come to empower. Meeting 
will be held via Zoom. Register here to attend Episcopal 
Advocacy Day. Meeting link will be sent to registrants. 

SHEPHERD’S GROUP | Thursdays, 4:30 p.m. 
Contact Susan Griesmyer, sgriesmyer@verizon.net.
THE BIBLE WORKBENCH | Sundays, 9:00 a.m. 
Register at stmartinsinthefield.org/Parish-Life/Zoom 
SUNDAY SCHOOL | Sundays, 9:15 a.m. 
Register at stmartinsinthefield.org/Parish-Life/Zoom. 

WEEKLY VIRTUAL EVENTS AND SERVICES - All are welcome, anytime. 

YOUTH MINISTRY FOR GRADES 6-12 
Sundays, 9:15 a.m. 
Register at  stmartinsinthefield.org/Parish-Life/Zoom.
VIRTUAL CHOIR 
Add your voice to our virtual choir. Contact  
Dr. HyeSung Hwang, music@stmartinsinthefield.org.

St. Martin’s-in-the-Field 
REMINDERS AND NEWS

https://stmartinsinthefield.com/parish-life/mental-health/
https://episcopalmaryland.org/event/episcopal-advocacy-day-2/
https://episcopalmaryland.org/event/episcopal-advocacy-day-2/

