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The Holy Season of Epiphany: Light, Magi, Revelation
The Episcopal Church says the following about the Season of Epiphany:
“A season of four to nine weeks, from the Feast of the Epiphany (January 6), through the Tuesday
before Ash Wednesday. The length of the season varies according to the date of Easter. The gospel
stories of this season describe various events that manifest the divinity of Jesus. The coming of
the Magi is celebrated on the Epiphany. The Baptism of our Lord is observed on the Sunday after
Epiphany. The gospels for the other Sundays of the Epiphany season describe the wedding at
Cana, the calling of the disciples, and various miracles and teachings of Jesus. The Last Sunday
after the Epiphany is always devoted to the Transfiguration. Jesus’ identity as the Son of God
is dramatically revealed in the Transfiguration gospel, as well as the gospel of the baptism of
Christ. We are called to respond to Christ in faith through the showings of his divinity recorded
in the gospels of the Epiphany season. (see:https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/epiphanyseason)

This year we have six of the possible nine Sundays that stretch from January 10 to February 14. Each day
of Epiphanytide we gain several minutes of daylight—literally there is more light in our lives. During
our worship services we will hear gospel stories primarily from Mark’s gospel. Almost all of the gospel
passages focus on the ways that Jesus revealed to his disciples and the world that he was the Christ, the
light of the world.
The tradition of inscribing one’s door with a blessing started in medieval times in central Europe. Today,
the custom is practiced by millions of Christians around the world today and is rooted in the visitation of
the “wise men from the East” to the infant Jesus and his parents and the blessing they bestowed.
For the past four years the clergy have come to parishioners’ homes and done this simple service,
inscribing the ancient formula of blessing above the home’s entryway. Given health restrictions with
the COVID-19 pandemic this year we will continue our tradition during Epiphany, but with a new twist.
This year we will have the blessed chalk and Holy Water, along with a bulletin for the service, ready
for you to pick up and take home with you. The entire liturgy takes about five minutes, but provides a
longer-lasting reminder of our blessings and the blessing that we share with the world.
As one canon of the Church of England wrote so eloquently, “It is, moreover, a constant reminder that
Christ is incarnate in the love and care we show each other in our ordinary lives together, and also our
relationship with friends and strangers who cross the threshold of our homes in the course of the year.”
The materials for your take-home Chalking of the Door will be available on the porch of the
church starting on January 10 until they run out. Come early to get your materials and please
send a photograph of your chalked door to Amber Kaltz, our Communications Coordinator at
communications@stmartinsinthefield.org. We can’t wait to see everyone’s images of their doors.
We invite you into this holy time of revelation, light, and blessing. The days will now become brighter,
longer, as we look for the many ways the Light of the World, Jesus, is being revealed to us afresh this year.
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Welcome to St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal Church
Our worship services are taken from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), and The Hymnal 1982 (H).
All are invited to participate fully in our worship of God today.

Celebration of Holy Eucharist, Rite II - 10:30 a.m.
THE WORD OF GOD
Welcome
Prelude: Prelude in G Major, BWV 884
Opening Hymn: Sing praise to God who reigns above

Johann Sebastian Bach
H 408, v. 1 & 3

Opening Acclamation
BCP p. 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people
the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous
works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Collect
for Purity
entreats
almighty God
to prepare
our hearts for
worship. This
prayer dates
back to the
10th century
and has
appeared in
almost every
Anglican
Prayer Book
in the world
since Thomas
Cranmer’s
original
translation
in the 1549
Prayer Book.
The Collect
of the Day
“collects” our
individual
thoughts
into unified
prayer that
we might
respond to
the lessons we
are about to
hear.

A Reading from Jonah
3:1-5, 10
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word
of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go
into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”
And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put
on sackcloth. When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 62:6-9, 14
BCP p. 669
6
For God alone my soul in silence waits; truly, my hope is in him.
7
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.
8
In God is my safety and my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge.
9
Put your trust in him always, O people, pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.
14
Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, for you repay everyone according to his deeds.
A Reading from Paul’s First letter to the Corinthians
7:29-31
I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who
have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not mourning,
and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had
no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

1:14-20

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” As
Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the
sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”
And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son
of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called
them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon

The Reverend Matthew Hanisian

Musical Reflection: A Prayer for Unity

Robert J. Powell
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Nicene Creed
BCP p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People – Form III
BCP p. 387
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer this week we pray for The Church of Bangladesh; and in our Diocesan
Cycle of Prayer we pray for: Ascension, Westminster; St. Francis, Timonium; and Good Shepherd,
Towson. Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; That your Name may be
glorified by all people.
For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Eugene and Robert our
bishops; for Matthew, Nathan, and John our clergy; and Kathleen our seminarian; and for all
bishops, priests, and deacons; That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
For Joseph, our President; the Congress and Supreme Court of the United States; for Larry, our
governor; and Steuart, our county executive; and for all who govern and hold authority in the
nations of the world; That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
We pray for our St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal School and Jamey, our Head of School. Give us
grace to do your will in all that we undertake; That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble - this week we pray for Sally, Philip,
Chris, Dan, Lois, Matt, the Eveleth family, Kyle, Andrew, Cole, and Katherine. That they may be
delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed, eternal rest; Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; May we also come to share in your heavenly
kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life; especially for those in our parish family
who celebrate their birthday this week: Mark, Charles, Lewis, Missy, Ginny, Emma and Roy.
We continue to pray for those affected by the COVID-19 virus and all health care providers, as they
tend to those who have been infected; for those affected by natural disasters; for those whose lives
have been forever altered by racial violence and for those who have seen their neighborhood host
terrifying violence and astonishing destruction; for those who live in fear, remembering especially
our Black brothers and sisters who have for decades cried out against injustice and not been
heard by those with the power to make change; and for all those serving in our military and law
enforcement communities.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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The Nicene
Creed is
the most
ancient and
important
corporate
confession of
our faith. We
are joining
ourselves to
the great
heritage of
the holy (of
God) catholic
(universal)
and apostolic
(witnessing
to the
resurrection)
church down
through the
centuries.
The Prayers
of the People
remind us
that in our
worship we
are connected
to a larger
fellowship
- the Churchthe Body of
Christ, on
whose heart
lies the cares
and concerns
of the world.

Confession and Absolution

BCP p. 360

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Announcements and Giving
In thanksgiving for the many blessings God has given you, joyfully giveback to God to enable the mission and ministry
of St. Martin’s as we continue to serve our neighborhood, community and the world in the name of the risen Christ.
Please click the link in the livestream video to give, or visit stmartinsinthefield.com/giving.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The
Offertory
Hymn is to be
sung by the
livestream
congregation
during the
setting of the
Table for Holy
Eucharist.

Offertory Hymn: O Master, let me walk with thee

H 660, v. 1 & 2

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let us give
thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts,
to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore,
according to his command, O Father, We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await
his coming in glory.
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Fraction
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Invitation

Bishop Sutton has permitted the Celebrant ONLY, on behalf of the congregation,
to consume the consecrated elements of the Eucharist.

Postcommunion Prayer
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is
now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord
Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and
you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
Blessing
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The Sanctus,
which begins,
“Holy, holy,
holy…” is
a hymn of
remembrance,
consecration
and praise
where our
voices echo
the voices of
the angels
who eternally
praise God
with these
words. Our
worship also
includes the
Benedictus,
“Blessed
is he…” a
Christological
acclamation
of the coming
of Christ into
the world,
taken from
Matthew’s
gospel.

The Postcommunion
Prayer
comes from
the prayer
book for the
Armed Forces
and speaks
to Spiritual
Communion
whereby the
assembled
congregation
spiritually
partakes of
the bread
and wine
while only
the celebrant
consumes the
elements.

Closing Hymn: How wondrous and great thy works. God of praise!

The Dismissal
asserts the
relationship
between
worship
and living.
It is a call to
mission, a
call to live the
baptismal and
Eucharistic life
in the world.

H 533

Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Thanks be to God.
Postlude: Praise and Worship

Ruth Elaine Schram

All music for our worship is reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-726381. All rights reserved.

Visit us online at STMARTINSINTHEFIELD.ORG
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St. Martin’s-in-the-Field

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS
BINGE READING MARK IN EPIPHANY
Join our clergy for an
out-loud reading of the
gospel of Mark during
Epiphany.
Sign up for either:

A MESSAGE FROM STEWARDSHIP
CO-CHAIR, TIM GEORGE

Thursday,
January 28
at 10:00 a.m.
OR
Sunday,
January 31
at 3:00 p.m.

Asking for pledges and funds is a difficult subject
in many churches (and St. Martin’s is no different).
Talking about money or how much you should give
sometimes makes people uncomfortable. And
yet, Malachi tells us “God will open the windows of
heaven for you and pour out a blessing so great you
won’t have enough room to take it in.” God tells us
when we trust Him with our money, God will bless
us beyond imagination. Seems simple, but we know
in practice this trust can be difficult.
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is “helping the
people of St. Martin’s grow in their relationship
with Jesus Christ through the use of the time, talent
and treasure God has entrusted them.” Every year
our conversations seem to devolve into analyzing
pledging units, $’s/family, and balancing the budget.
And every year, we initially come up short, make a
final plea, and then find a way to make ends meet.
In truth, the decision for what we give back to God
should be out of joy and love for the God that loves
us unconditionally.
As Susan, Darin, and Jamie, among others, have said,
giving back to God is a gift of love, faith, and grace
acknowledging the gifts that God has given each
of us and our responsibility in that relationship to
give back. As we come to the end of the Stewardship
Campaign I ask one final time to spend some time in
prayer, some time in conversation with God, to think
about all the gifts that God has given you, family and
friends, food and shelter, love and grace. Then write
down a number that responds to that gift. I promise
your gift will bring you happiness and grace. Amen.

by clicking here.
The gospels were meant to be read aloud, but when have
you read an entire gospel out loud all in one sitting? Our
lectionary readings for this year center around Mark’s
gospel and we will take turns reading the whole gospel
together aloud. We anticipate that each reading will
take approximately two hours. For details contact Rev.
Matthew, rector@stmartinsinthefield.org.

PALMS NEEDED FOR SHROVE TUESDAY
ONLINE SERVICE

Now through Sunday, February 14

The COVID-19 pandemic has made it impossible for us to hold
our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Burning
of Palms service. However, we will have a virtual service of
Evening Prayer on Tuesday evening and the burning of last
year’s palms you received on Palm Sunday. Stop by any time
and drop off your old palms in the box located on the front
porch of the church so we have palms to make the ashes for
Ash Wednesday. For more information please contact Rev.
Matthew, rector@stmartinsinthefield.org.

ASH WEDNESDAY AT ST. MARTIN’S

Wednesday, February 17

Click here to give back to God in thanksgiving for
all the blessings you have received. If you are able
to give an additional amount, especially in this time
of great need, please contact our bookkeeper, Jory
Bender.
9

This year we will have multiple options for you to receive the
imposition of ashes and a live-streamed worship service.
Receive ashes with two offerings of Ashes to Go: 7:00
a.m. to 8:00 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Drive up the
church driveway and receive your ashes and a prayer card.
We will also hold a live-streamed Proper Liturgy for Ash
Wednesday starting at 7:30 p.m. This is another way St.
Martin’s is helping to keep us connected and keep our sacred
spiritual traditions alive during the pandemic. For details
contact Rev. Matthew, rector@stmartinsinthefield.org.

St. Martin’s-in-the-Field

UPDATES AND REMINDERS
ST. MARTIN’S YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE

EPIPHANY TAKE-HOME BLESSINGS

Many great things are
happening!

Each year in Epiphany, you are invited to inscribe your
entryway with this ancient formula of welcome. We have
all the ingredients ready for you to pick up from the
front porch of the church for YOUR OWN Chalking of the
Door. The kit contains pre-blessed chalk, real Holy Water,
and a simple short service bulletin, while supplies last.
Send photos of your chalked door to communications@
stmartinsinthefield.org. For questions contact Rev.
Matthew, rector@stmartinsinthefield.org.

Our youth groups
continue to be active
online. Our J2A group
for 9th and 10 graders
is working on building
relationships preparing for its August 2021 pilgrimage
to Italy! And our juniors and seniors continue to prepare
for their confirmation on May 2, including some great
discussions on a variety of faith issues with their adult
mentors. The middle schoolers explore bible passages and
stories each week, often with a video clip or two from a TV
show or movie. For information on all-things youth ministry
contact Rev. Nathan, associate@stmartinsinthefield.org.

GIFT CARDS TO SUPPORT J2A

DOOR CHALKING BY THE ASKREN FAMILY

Our J2A Youth Group is again selling gift cards for their
upcoming pilgrimage this summer. Even though we are
not selling at church, you can still buy gift cards, which
make wonderful gifts for the holidays. To place an order or
to set up an account and order online contact Meg Stott,
mcstott65@yahoo.com.

ALTAR FLOWER MEMORIALS AND
THANKSGIVINGS

DOOR CHALKING BY THE STURGEON FAMILY

The altar flowers are dedicated to honor loved ones marking
special life events such as birthdays, wedding anniversaries,
baptism, confirmation, memory of a loved one, or a
thanksgiving for life’s blessings. To sponsor the altar flowers,
please click here and sign up online. Your sponsorship will
be posted in the service bulletin and weekly E-Pistle. The
cost for sponsoring Sunday altar flowers is $50. Please add
“Flower Guild” in the memo of your payment.

DOOR CHALKING BY THE JERNIGAN FAMILY

WEEKLY VIRTUAL EVENTS AND SERVICES - All are welcome, anytime.
Sunday Livestream worship services begin with a welcome and Prelude at 10:25 a.m. The opening hymn begins
at our published service start time of 10:30 a.m. Join us Sunday morning on Facebook Live.
SHEPHERD’S GROUP | Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.
Contact Susan Griesmyer, sgriesmyer@verizon.net.
THE BIBLE WORKBENCH | Sundays, 9:00 a.m.
Register at stmartinsinthefield.org/Parish-Life/Zoom
SUNDAY SCHOOL | Sundays, 9:15 a.m.
Register at stmartinsinthefield.org/Parish-Life/Zoom.

YOUTH MINISTRY FOR GRADES 6-12
Sundays, 9:15 a.m.
Register at stmartinsinthefield.org/Parish-Life/Zoom.
VIRTUAL CHOIR
Add your voice to our virtual choir. Contact
Dr. HyeSung Hwang, music@stmartinsinthefield.org.
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