St. Martin’s parishioners submitted these images as part of AdventWord, the global online Advent
Calendar. See what others around the world are envisioning as we prepare ourselves for Jesus’ birth this
Christmas. Visit www.adventword.org for additional daily images, words and meditations.
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS FLOWER DEDICATIONS and MEMORIALS
While
worship
is going to be
different
this
Christmas season
our altar flower
dedications
remain the same.
We encourage our
St. Martin’s community to sign up to dedicate Christmas
altar flowers this year. To dedicate flowers please complete
this form. You can also visit https://stmartinsinthefield.
com/parish-life/parishioner-services/
Be sure to indicate if your flowers are “In Memory Of,”
and/or “In Thanksgiving For,” or other message. $35
minimum donation requested. Should you wish to be
more generous please feel free to do so. DEADLINE for
dedications is Sunday, December 20.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY SHARING ~ DECEMBER 20

Please help us
make Christmas
special for 20
families and 7
seniors that we
are helping this
season. We are
excited to help
and pray for these
88 people. This is
the largest amount of people that we have ever helped. Sign
up online for a gift or food item and then bring that item(s) to
St. Martin’s. Please plan on dropping off at curb on Sunday,
December 20 between 9:00-10:00 am. (wear a mask when
dropping off).
Click here to sign up for a food item: https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/30e054aadae28ab9-food
Click here to sign up for a gift: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/30e054aadae28ab9-stmartins
Contact Cindy Rott, cmrott@aol.com, (443) 336-6062.

DON’T FORGET TO JOIN US SUNDAY NIGHTS
If you ordered an Advent-in-a-Box please remember to join
us for our Advent Zoom virtual meetings at 7:00 p.m. on
Sundays during Advent.
Zoom Meeting weblink: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85
954022934?pwd=TGJkVFRrVWtIeW1rWEVhOXZFblAx
QT09
Meeting ID: 859 5402 2934 | Passcode: 952385

#ADVENTWORD DATES STILL AVAILABLE
#AdventWord is a visual, global, online Advent calendar.
Represent St.
Martin’s in this
global event by
signing up to
post an image
about
each
day’s word. On
your day, simply
share a photo of
what the daily
word means to
you on social
media, such
as Instagram
or Facebook.
Be sure to tag your post with: #stmartinsinthefield,
#adventword and the word of the day (ex: #shine). You
can sign up for as many words as you like, but please be sure
to post an image on each day and word you take. SIGN UP
here: stmartinsinthefield.com/parish-life/events/
HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS TO SUPPORT J2A
Our J2A Youth Group is again selling gift cards for their
upcoming pilgrimage this summer. Even though we are
not selling at church, you can still buy gift cards, which
make wonderful gifts for the holidays. To place an order or
find out how to set up an account and order online please
contact Meg Stott, mcstott65@yahoo.com.

Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m.
Family Style Worship
Christmas Eve 8:00 p.m.
Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Christmas Day 12:00 noon
Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II
All services will be livestreamed.
Join us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/stmartinsinthefield/
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Welcome to St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal Church
Our worship services are taken from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), and The Hymnal 1982 (H).
All are invited to participate fully in our worship of God today.

Welcome

Celebration of Holy Eucharist, Rite II - 10:30 a.m.
THE WORD OF GOD

Prelude: Piano Sonata No. 4 in E-flat Major, K. 282, 1st mov.
Opening Hymn: Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
H 72, v. 1 & 4

Opening Acclamation
BCP p. 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Collect
for Purity
entreats
almighty God
to prepare
our hearts for
worship. This
prayer dates
back to the
10th century
and has
appeared in
almost every
Anglican
Prayer Book
in the world
since Thomas
Cranmer’s
original
translation
in the 1549
Prayer Book.
The Collect
of the Day
“collects” our
individual
thoughts
into unified
prayer that
we might
respond to
the lessons we
are about to
hear.

A Reading From the Prophet Isaiah
61:1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring
good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord ‘s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They
will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord , to display his glory. They shall build
up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I
will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their
descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see
them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord , my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he
has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as
a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before
all the nations.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 126
BCP p. 782
1
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who dream.
2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
4
The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.
5
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses of the Negev.
6
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy.
7
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
A Reading From Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians
5:16-24
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test
everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

1:6-8, 19-28

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And
they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered,
“No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you
say about yourself ?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way of the Lord,’ ” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John
answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across
the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon

Reverend Nathan Erdman

Musical Reflection:
Prelude in A Major from Das wohltemperierte Klavier I, BWV 864

Johann Sebastian Bach

Nicene Creed
BCP p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People – Form VI
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

BCP p. 392

For our St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal School, for Jamey, our head of school, and for all people in
their daily life and work; For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For Donald, our President; for Joseph, our president-elect; the Congress and Supreme Court of the
United States; for Larry, our governor; and Steuart, our county executive and for this community,
the nation, and the world. For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation; For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
We pray for the needs of our parish family; for the Hider family, the Kaltz family, Wilma, Barbara,
Mary Ina, Chris, Dan, Lois, Matt, the Eveleth family, Kyle, Mark, Andrew, Cole, and Katherine. For all
who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; For those who minister to the sick, the friendless,
and the needy.
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The Nicene
Creed is
the most
ancient and
important
corporate
confession of
our faith. We
are joining
ourselves to
the great
heritage of
the holy (of
God) catholic
(universal)
and apostolic
(witnessing
to the
resurrection)
church down
through the
centuries.
The Prayers
of the People
remind us
that in our
worship we
are connected
to a larger
fellowship
- the Churchthe Body of
Christ, on
whose heart
lies the cares
and concerns
of the world.

This week in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Falkland Islands; in our Diocesan Cycle of
Prayer we pray for: St. John’s Mount Washington; St. Katherine of Alexandria, Baltimore; and The
Slate Project, Baltimore; and for the peace and unity of the Church of God; For all who proclaim the
Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Eugene and Robert our
Bishops; for Matthew, Nathan, and John our clergy; for Kathleen our seminarian and for all bishops
and other ministers; For all who serve God in his Church.
We continue to pray for those affected by the COVID-19 virus and all health care providers, as they
tend to those who have been infected; for those affected by natural disasters; for those whose lives
have been forever altered by racial violence and for those who have seen their neighborhood host
terrifying violence and astonishing destruction; for those who live in fear, remembering especially
our Black brothers and sisters who have for decades cried out against injustice and not been
heard by those with the power to make change; and for all those serving in our military and law
enforcement communities.
Hear us, Lord: For your mercy is great.
We thank you Lord for all the blessings of this life; this week we pray for all those in our parish family
who celebrate their birthday: Nathan, Makayla, George, Keira, Laura and John.
Your own prayers of thanksgiving are invited now, either silently or aloud.
We will exalt you, O God our King; And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, especially Gloria Montgomery and Tad Lindner, and for those we
name aloud now or remember in the stillness of our hearts—that they may have a place in your
eternal kingdom.
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness
of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Announcements and Giving
In thanksgiving for the many blessings God has given you, joyfully giveback to God to enable the mission and ministry
of St. Martin’s as we continue to serve our neighborhood, community and the world in the name of the risen Christ.
Please click the link in the livestream video to give, or visit stmartinsinthefield.com/giving.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Hymn: There’s a voice in the wilderness crying

H 75, v. 2 & 3

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let us give
thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him
of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world,
we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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The
Offertory
Hymn is to be
sung by the
livestream
congregation
during the
setting of the
Table for Holy
Eucharist.

The Sanctus,
which begins,
“Holy, holy,
holy…” is
a hymn of
remembrance,
consecration
and praise
where our
voices echo
the voices of
the angels
who eternally
praise God
with these
words. Our
worship also
includes the
Benedictus,
“Blessed
is he…” a
Christological
acclamation
of the coming
of Christ into
the world,
taken from
Matthew’s
gospel.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore,
according to his command, O Father, We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await
his coming in glory.
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Fraction
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Invitation
The Postcommunion
Prayer
comes from
the prayer
book for the
Armed Forces
and speaks
to Spiritual
Communion
whereby the
assembled
congregation
spiritually
partakes of
the bread
and wine
while only
the celebrant
consumes the
elements.

Bishop Sutton has permitted the Celebrant ONLY, on behalf of the congregation,
to consume the consecrated elements of the Eucharist.

Postcommunion Prayer
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is
now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord
Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and
you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
Blessing
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Closing Hymn: Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God!

H 74, v. 3 & 4

Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Thanks be to God.
Postlude: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Mark Hayes
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The Dismissal
asserts the
relationship
between
worship
and living.
It is a call to
mission, a
call to live the
baptismal and
Eucharistic life
in the world.

St. Martin’s-in-the-Field

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
THANK YOU to all who have made their
gift back to God. At this time 93 households
have pledged out of 146 last year. In terms of
treasure pledged, we have received pledges
totaling $486K, which puts us about $234K
short of what we need to continue delivering
St. Martin’s mission and ministry.
The Vestry will be making calls this week
and next to the households who have yet to
give back to God with a pledge. It’s critical
for the Vestry to know what resources St.
Martin’s has in order to make responsible
judgements about funding for ministries
and missions in 2021 and respond to God’s
call.
Now is the time to make your pledge. Before you go to
bed tonight. Thank you again to all who have already
answered the call.
~ Tim George and Jamie Stott, 2020 Stewardship co-chairs

AS OF DECEMBER 5:
93 household pledges vs. 146 last year.
$486,597 pledged vs. $720,000 last year.
Average increase this year of -3.13%
from pledging households.
12 households are giving LESS
back to God than last year.
25 households are giving the SAME
back to God as last year.
55 households are giving MORE
back to God than last year.The average
increase is 15.18% more--AWESOME!
If you have not pledged, please prayerfully consider
your gift back to God and make your pledge today. If
you are able to give more this year or you would like to
adjust your pledge, contact our Treasurer, treasurer@
stmartinsinthefield.org.
Pledging online or download a printable version of
the pledge card at: https://stmartinsinthefield.com/
giving/pledge/ Send your completed pledge cards to the
Parish Office.

God is calling us to mission and ministry
that require we give back to God $314,000 in
additional funds for 2021.
CONSTRUCTION IN THE SANCTUARY
Perhaps there is a small silver lining to the current
COVID-19 prohibition on in-person worship: this
past week, December 6-11 the sanctuary has been
under construction as we make some overdue and
much-needed improvements. We are replacing the
worn parquet flooring which had buckled severely
over the past several summers with new flooring.
At the same time we will be removing the pews for a
complete renovation. They will be taken off-site for
repair and will be stained and refinished. The altar
rail will also be taken off site for similar repair and
restoration work. While the pews are undergoing
their restoration work we will use chairs only in the
sanctuary. We hope to have the pews and altar rail
back to church in the New Year.
~The Reverend Matthew Hanisian,
Rector

RED CROSS BLOOD
DRIVE AT ST. MARTIN’S
Give comfort and joy
to patients in need by
signing up for the St. Martin’s Red Cross Blood Drive
on Tuesday, December 15, 12:30-5:30 p.m. A blood,
platelet or plasma donation is a gift of yourself that
can make a lifesaving difference. Want to know if you
are eligible to donate, click here. SIGN UP TODAY:
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/driveresults?zipSponsor=LSLFerguson
DIOCESE OF MARYLAND SUSPENDS IN-PERSON
WORSHIP FOR REMAINDER OF 2020
In response to rising COVID-19 positivity rates the
diocese has suspended in-person worship service
through the end of the 2020 year. We will let you
know when the diocese will allow us to resume. Join
us for our Sunday 10:30 a.m. livestream services.
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All music for our worship is reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-726381. All rights reserved.

Visit us online at STMARTINSINTHEFIELD.ORG
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