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GLAD YOU ARE HERE: YOU BELONG HERE: SEE YOU ON SUNDAY.
We are so glad that you have chosen to worship online with us this evening. Christmas Eve is one of the
most special and meaningful services for many, myself included. This year, like most of 2020, things will
be a bit different as our worship will be online. However, you are invited to joyfully participate fully in our
worship this evening—sing the hymns, lift your voice in prayer, and be spiritually fed as we celebrate Holy
Eucharist. Tonight we may be physically apart as a congregation, but in our worship we are united by the
God who is with each of us, who came down to live with us, bringing light and love into our hearts and our
world: Emmanuel, God with us.
The joy, love and welcome of this evening is what we experience every Sunday online. Excellent worship,
an online Sunday School and Youth program for our children that is top notch, and dozens of ministries
that focus on alleviating hunger, poverty, lack of education and homelessness…the list goes on and on of
the wonderful things happening here at St. Martin’s-in-the-Field. You are not just welcome here; you are
needed here.
What is holding you back from experiencing this same sense of joy, family, and love every single
Sunday? What you experience tonight is what this church and our community is all about. We have
transitioned our worship and education online, making it easy and safe for you to worship and learn with
us until the pandemic subsides. If you are with us for the first time, or returning back after perhaps being
away from church, St. Martin’s welcomes you home. Come back and worship with us online on Sunday.
Every Sunday. Currently we have one livestreamed service at 10:30 a.m., however, once COVID-19 is in the
rearview mirror and we can resume in-person worship we will go back to having two services: one at 8:00
a.m. and one at 10:30 a.m. with education for all ages starting at 9:00 a.m.
Our St. Martin’s in the Field Episcopal School offers top-notch education for children Pre-K through 8th
grade and has nurtured thousands of children in Severna Park over the last six decades. Our Episcopal
School builds confidence, compassion, and character in each child. If your child or grandchild is in the
Pre-K through 8th grade, visit our school’s website to learn more about the incredible benefits of an
Episcopal education: www.stmartinsmd.org. The artwork appearing on the front cover of our worship
bulletin was created by students at our Episcopal school.
Again, I’m delighted you’ve chosen to worship with us and I invite you to worship with us every Sunday.
And, I wish you, and all those you love a blessed Christmas and joyful New Year.
In the name of Jesus, our Savior,

The Reverend Matthew Hanisian,
Rector
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Welcome to St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal Church
Our worship services are taken from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), and The Hymnal 1982 (H).
All are invited to participate fully in our worship of God today.

Celebration of Holy Eucharist, Rite II - 8:00 p.m.
THE WORD OF GOD

Welcome
Prelude: Puer natus in Bethlehem, BWV 603
It came upon the midnight clear
In dulci jubilo, BWV 751
God rest you merry, gentlemen
Der Tag, der ist so freudenreich, BWV 605
The first Nowell
Opening Hymn: O come, all ye faithful

Johann Sebastian Bach
H 89, v. 1 & 4
Johann Sebastian Bach
H 105, v. 1 & 4
Johann Sebastian Bach
H 109, v. 1 & 2
H 83, v. 1 & 3

Opening Acclamation
BCP p. 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Collect
for Purity
entreats
almighty God
to prepare
our hearts for
worship. This
prayer dates
back to the
10th century
and has
appeared in
almost every
Anglican
Prayer Book
in the world
since Thomas
Cranmer’s
original
translation
in the 1549
Prayer Book.

The Collect
of the Day
“collects” our
individual
thoughts
into unified
prayer that
we might
respond to
the lessons we
are about to
hear.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we,
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where
with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. Amen.
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah
9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the
day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 96: 1-4, 11-13
BCP p. 725
1
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
2
Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
3
Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples.
4
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than all gods.
11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field
be joyful and all that is therein.
12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, when he comes to
judge the earth.
13
He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with his truth.
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to Titus
2:11-14
‘For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

2:8-20

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon

Reverend Matthew Hanisian

Nicene Creed
BCP p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People – Form III
BCP p. 387
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; That your Name may be
glorified by all people.
For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Eugene and Robert our
bishops; for Matthew, Nathan, and John our clergy; and Kathleen our seminarian; and for all
bishops, priests, and deacons; That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
For Donald, our President; for Joseph, our President-elect; the Congress and Supreme Court of the
United States; for Larry, our governor; and Steuart, our county executive; and for all who govern and
hold authority in the nations of the world; That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
We pray for our St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal School and Jamey, our Head of School. Give us
grace to do your will in all that we undertake; That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble. That they may be delivered from
their distress.
Give to the departed, eternal rest; Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; May we also come to share in your heavenly
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The Nicene
Creed is
the most
ancient and
important
corporate
confession of
our faith. We
are joining
ourselves to
the great
heritage of
the holy (of
God) catholic
(universal)
and apostolic
(witnessing
to the
resurrection)
church down
through the
centuries.
The Prayers
of the People
remind us
that in our
worship we
are connected
to a larger
fellowship
- the Churchthe Body of
Christ, on
whose heart
lies the cares
and concerns
of the world.

kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
We continue to pray for those affected by the COVID-19 virus and all health care providers, as they
tend to those who have been infected; for those affected by natural disasters; for those whose lives
have been forever altered by racial violence and for those who have seen their neighborhood host
terrifying violence and astonishing destruction; for those who live in fear, remembering especially
our Black brothers and sisters who have for decades cried out against injustice and not been
heard by those with the power to make change; and for all those serving in our military and law
enforcement communities.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Confession and Absolution
BCP p. 360
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Announcements and Giving
As we are worshiping virtually, we ask that you use the following link to give to the ministry of St. Martin’s as we help those in our
community in need.Please click the link in the livestream video to give, or visit stmartinsinthefield.com/giving
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Sentence
Offertory Hymn: Angels we have heard on high

H 96, v. 1 & 3

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let us give
thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the
Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
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The
Offertory
Hymn is to be
sung by the
livestream
congregation
during the
setting of the
Table for Holy
Eucharist.

The Sanctus,
which begins,
“Holy, holy,
holy…” is
a hymn of
remembrance,
consecration
and praise
where our
voices echo
the voices of
the angels
who eternally
praise God
with these
words. Our
worship also
includes the
Benedictus,
“Blessed
is he…” a
Christological
acclamation
of the coming
of Christ into
the world,
taken from
Matthew’s
gospel.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore,
according to his command, O Father, We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await
his coming in glory.
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Fraction
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Invitation

The Postcommunion
Prayer
comes from
the prayer
book for the
Armed Forces
and speaks
to Spiritual
Communion
whereby the
assembled
congregation
spiritually
partakes of
the bread
and wine
while only
the celebrant
consumes the
elements.

Bishop Sutton has permitted the Celebrant ONLY, on behalf of the congregation,
to consume the consecrated elements of the Eucharist.

Postcommunion Prayer
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is
now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord
Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and
you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
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Post-Communion Hymn: Silent night, holy night

H 111, v. 1 & 3

Christmas Blessing
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Please join
the Cantor as
we sing this
traditional
Christmas
Carol. If you
picked up hand
candles from
the church this
past week,
please light
them now
to join us in
candlelight.

Closing Hymn: Hark! the herald angels sing

The Dismissal
asserts the
relationship
between
worship
and living.
It is a call to
mission, a
call to live the
baptismal and
Eucharistic life
in the world.

H 87, v. 1 & 3

Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Thanks be to God.
Postlude: In dulci jubilo, BWV 729

Johann Sebastian Bach

Tonight we especially thank the members of our Altar and Flower
Guilds who have helped make our worship possible and have
beautified our sanctuary for Christmas. We also give thanks
for the members of our parish admin staff, our choir members,
and our A/V Ministry team without whom our worship and
celebration of Jesus’ birth would not be possible.

We wish you a Blessed and Joy-filled Christmas!
All music for our worship is reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-726381. All rights reserved.

Visit us online at STMARTINSINTHEFIELD.ORG
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