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The Holy Season of Epiphany: Light, Magi, Revelation
The Episcopal Church says the following about the Season of Epiphany:
“A season of four to nine weeks, from the Feast of the Epiphany (January 6), through the Tuesday
before Ash Wednesday. The length of the season varies according to the date of Easter. The gospel
stories of this season describe various events that manifest the divinity of Jesus. The coming of
the Magi is celebrated on the Epiphany. The Baptism of our Lord is observed on the Sunday after
Epiphany. The gospels for the other Sundays of the Epiphany season describe the wedding at
Cana, the calling of the disciples, and various miracles and teachings of Jesus. The Last Sunday
after the Epiphany is always devoted to the Transfiguration. Jesus’ identity as the Son of God
is dramatically revealed in the Transfiguration gospel, as well as the gospel of the baptism of
Christ. We are called to respond to Christ in faith through the showings of his divinity recorded
in the gospels of the Epiphany season. (see:https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/epiphanyseason)

This year we have six of the possible nine Sundays that stretch from January 10 to February 14. Each day
of Epiphanytide we gain several minutes of daylight—literally there is more light in our lives. During
our worship services we will hear gospel stories primarily from Mark’s gospel. Almost all of the gospel
passages focus on the ways that Jesus revealed to his disciples and the world that he was the Christ, the
light of the world.
The tradition of inscribing one’s door with a blessing started in medieval times in central Europe. Today,
the custom is practiced by millions of Christians around the world today and is rooted in the visitation of
the “wise men from the East” to the infant Jesus and his parents and the blessing they bestowed.
For the past four years the clergy have come to parishioners’ homes and done this simple service,
inscribing the ancient formula of blessing above the home’s entryway. Given health restrictions with
the COVID-19 pandemic this year we will continue our tradition during Epiphany, but with a new twist.
This year we will have the blessed chalk and Holy Water, along with a bulletin for the service, ready
for you to pick up and take home with you. The entire liturgy takes about five minutes, but provides a
longer-lasting reminder of our blessings and the blessing that we share with the world.
As one canon of the Church of England wrote so eloquently, “It is, moreover, a constant reminder that
Christ is incarnate in the love and care we show each other in our ordinary lives together, and also our
relationship with friends and strangers who cross the threshold of our homes in the course of the year.”
The materials for your take-home Chalking of the Door will be available on the porch of the church
starting on January 10 until they run out. Come early to get your materials and please send a photograph
of your chalked door to Amber Kaltz, our Communications Coordinator at communications@
stmartinsinthefield.org. We can’t wait to see everyone’s images of their doors.
We invite you into this holy time of revelation, light, and blessing. The days will now become brighter,
longer, as we look for the many ways the Light of the World, Jesus, is being revealed to us afresh this year.

2

Welcome to St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal Church
Our worship services are taken from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), and The Hymnal 1982 (H).
All are invited to participate fully in our worship of God today.

Celebration of Holy Eucharist, Rite II - 10:30 a.m.
THE WORD OF GOD
Welcome
Prelude: I Saw Three Ships
Opening Hymn: The first Nowell the angel did say

Douglas E. Wagner
H 109, v. 1 & 6

6. The let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath bought. Refrain
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The Collect
for Purity
entreats
almighty God
to prepare
our hearts for
worship. This
prayer dates
back to the
10th century
and has
appeared in
almost every
Anglican
Prayer Book
in the world
since Thomas
Cranmer’s
original
translation
in the 1549
Prayer Book.
The Collect
of the Day
“collects” our
individual
thoughts
into unified
prayer that
we might
respond to
the lessons we
are about to
hear.

Opening Acclamation
BCP p. 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature:
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
A Reading from the prophet Jeremiah
31:7-14
For thus says the Lord : Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord , your people, the remnant of Israel.” See, I am going to
bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among
them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they
shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a
father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the Lord , O nations, and declare it in
the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd
a flock.” For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They
shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the
Lord , over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall
become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women
rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and
my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 84:1-5, 12
BCP p. 707
1
How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of
the LORD; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2
The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; by the side
of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
3
Happy are they who dwell in your house! they will always be praising you.
4
Happy are the people whose strength is in you! whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
5
Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, for the early rains have
covered it with pools of water.
12
O LORD of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you!
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A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
1:3-6, 15-19a
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to
be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the
working of his great power.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel
2:13-15, 19-23
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” When Herod died, an angel of the Lord
suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother,
and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up,
took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was
ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a
dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so
that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon

Reverend Nathan Erdman

Musical Reflection: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Mark Hayes

Nicene Creed
BCP p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Nicene
Creed is
the most
ancient and
important
corporate
confession of
our faith. We
are joining
ourselves to
the great
heritage of
the holy (of
God) catholic
(universal)
and apostolic
(witnessing
to the
resurrection)
church down
through the
centuries.

The Prayers
of the People
remind us
that in our
worship we
are connected
to a larger
fellowship
- the Churchthe Body of
Christ, on
whose heart
lies the cares
and concerns
of the world.

Prayers of the People – Form III
BCP p. 387
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer this week we pray for The Episcopal / Anglican Province of Alexandria.
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; That your Name may be
glorified by all people.
For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Eugene and Robert our
bishops; for Matthew, Nathan, and John our clergy; and Kathleen our seminarian; and for all
bishops, priests, and deacons; That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
For Donald, our President; for Joseph, our President-elect; the Congress and Supreme Court of the
United States; for Larry, our governor; and Steuart, our county executive; and for all who govern and
hold authority in the nations of the world; That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
We pray for our St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal School and Jamey, our Head of School. Give us
grace to do your will in all that we undertake; That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble - this week we pray for Patrick, Marin,
Wamahdri, Raejean, Steven, Jackie, the Hider family, Chris, Dan, Lois, Matt, the Eveleth family, Kyle,
Andrew, Cole, and Katherine. That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed, eternal rest; Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; May we also come to share in your heavenly
kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life; especially for those in our parish family
who celebrate their birthday this week: Lois, Michael, Jim, Patti, Robin, Terry, Phoebe, Wilma and
Lisa. And we pray for Alex and Dawn Major who celebrate their anniversary this week.
We continue to pray for those affected by the COVID-19 virus and all health care providers, as they
tend to those who have been infected; for those affected by natural disasters; for those whose lives
have been forever altered by racial violence and for those who have seen their neighborhood host
terrifying violence and astonishing destruction; for those who live in fear, remembering especially
our Black brothers and sisters who have for decades cried out against injustice and not been
heard by those with the power to make change; and for all those serving in our military and law
enforcement communities.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Confession and Absolution

BCP p. 360

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Announcements and Giving
In thanksgiving for the many blessings God has given you, joyfully giveback to God to enable the mission and ministry
of St. Martin’s as we continue to serve our neighborhood, community and the world in the name of the risen Christ.
Please click the link in the livestream video to give, or visit stmartinsinthefield.com/giving.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Hymn: On this day earth shall ring

H 92, v. 1 & 4

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let us give
thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the
Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
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The
Offertory
Hymn is to be
sung by the
livestream
congregation
during the
setting of the
Table for Holy
Eucharist.

The Sanctus,
which begins,
“Holy, holy,
holy…” is
a hymn of
remembrance,
consecration
and praise
where our
voices echo
the voices of
the angels
who eternally
praise God
with these
words. Our
worship also
includes the
Benedictus,
“Blessed
is he…” a
Christological
acclamation
of the coming
of Christ into
the world,
taken from
Matthew’s
gospel.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore,
according to his command, O Father, We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await
his coming in glory.
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Fraction
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Invitation

The Postcommunion
Prayer
comes from
the prayer
book for the
Armed Forces
and speaks
to Spiritual
Communion
whereby the
assembled
congregation
spiritually
partakes of
the bread
and wine
while only
the celebrant
consumes the
elements.

Bishop Sutton has permitted the Celebrant ONLY, on behalf of the congregation,
to consume the consecrated elements of the Eucharist.

Postcommunion Prayer
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is
now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord
Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and
you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
Blessing
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Closing Hymn: We three kings

H 128, v. 1 & 2

Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Thanks be to God.
Postlude: Fanfare on “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Dick Sanderman
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The Dismissal
asserts the
relationship
between
worship
and living.
It is a call to
mission, a
call to live the
baptismal and
Eucharistic life
in the world.

St. Martin’s-in-the-Field

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS
JANUARY OUTREACH COLLECTION - THIS SUNDAY

EPIPHANY TAKE-HOME BLESSINGS

Due to COVID
we’ve modified
our tradition of
a priest coming
to bless and
inscribe
your
entryway to keep
this
wonderful
tradition
alive.
Starting
on
January 10 we will have all the ingredients ready for you to
pick up from the front porch of the church for YOUR OWN
Chalking of the Door. We will furnish the pre-blessed chalk, real
Holy Water, and a simple short service bulletin for you, while
supplies last. Contact Rev. Matthew with questions or for
more information: rector@stmartinsinthefield.org and send
us your photos of your chalked door to: communications@
stmartinsinthefield.org.

Our first outreach collection of the new year, is for Wellness
House of Annapolis. The Wellness
House is a gathering place where
cancer patients and their loved ones
can find support and learn healthy
coping skills while dealing with
the effects of cancer. The Wellness
House offers over 35 programs and
services, free of charge, to cancer
patients and their loved ones from
diagnosis to survivorship. Services
and classes are offered Mondays through Thursdays. Due to
the COVID pandemic this facility is currently closed but critical
programming is still being provided on-line. The Wellness
House of Annapolis depends entirely on the generosity
of individuals and organizations in our community and
beyond. Monetary and in-kind donations helps them reach
the thousands of families going through the cancer recovery
process.
Donate here now or visit our webiste stmartinsinthefield.
com/giving/give/. Please put “January Outreach” in the memo
section.
For questions or to learn more about our Outreach ministry
opportunities contact Larry Sells at larry.sells@verizon.net.

HARK! THE ST. MARTIN’S CHOIR SINGS
It was certainly a challenging year for church musicians. I
do appreciate our choir members who continued making
beautiful musical offerings to our God at St. Martin’s

SPECIAL FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY SERVICE
JANUARY 6

St. Martin’s will host several Episcopal churches for a special
livestreamed service on January 6 at 1:00 pm. Epiphany is
one of the holiest days of the church year and we are excited
to offer this service to our parish and the wider diocese.
For more information contact Rev. Matthew: rector@
stmartinsinthefield.org.

CLERGY AND STAFF WINTER BREAK

despite all of the hardships. Your devotion truly enriched
our music program and your works were uplifting and
inspiring to many people! Enjoy our performance of Hark!
The Herald Angels Sing arranged by Michael Burkhardt.
A special thanks as well to my dear friends, Dr. Yoo Sun
Na, Dr. Daniel S Lee, Don Seok, and Bryan Jw Alston who
helped to make our virtual choir project so successful this
time!
~ Dr. HyeSung Hwang, Director of Music Ministries

The clergy and staff will be taking time off from Christmas Day
until January 4. Please note in case of a pastoral emergency,
call the church office (410) 647-6248 and follow the prompt to
be connected to the priest on call.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES
Please note that our
Sunday Christian
Education classes,
including
Bible
Workbench, Sunday School, and Youth Program meetings
will resume on January 10.

To view the choir video visit: youtu.be/_VGsAj47IAY
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St. Martin’s-in-the-Field

REMINDERS AND REVIEW
HOLIDAY SHARING SUCCESS
On December 20, dozens of St. Martin’s parishioners
helped literally provide Christmas for 27 families in our
area—our largest number of beneficiaries ever. One of
our parishioners received this thank you text from a family
St. Martin’s helped:
“Because of you my kids are going to have an amazing Christmas.
You are truly a gift from God. God Bless you and your family.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.”
Thank you to everyone who had a hand in making our
church’s mission come alive, from those that donated,
to those that collected and delivered. Special thanks
to Cindy Rott who once again organized this wonderful
giving ministry for our community.

THANK YOU to all who have made their gift back to
God. At this time 105 households have pledged out
of 146 last year. We have received pledges totaling
$524K, which puts us about $196K short of last year’s
pledge total. To put it another way: the remaining 45
households would each have to pledge $3,322 (or $276
per month) to cover the gap. Even then, last year’s
giving doesn’t take into account the needed funds to
cover anticipated increases in fixed costs or provide
additional outreach efforts in the new year when the
anticipated need is far greater. If you have the ability to
increase your pledge by any amount over the coming
year, please email treasurer@stmartinsinthefield.org
to make the adjustment.
The Vestry will continue making calls this week to
the households who have yet to give back to God
with a pledge. It’s critical for the Vestry to know what
resources St. Martin’s has in order to make responsible
judgments about funding for ministries and missions
in 2021 and respond to God’s call.
Now is the time to make your pledge. Thank you
again to all who have already answered the call.
~ Tim George and Jamie Stott, 2020 Stewardship co-chairs
THE NUMBERS AS OF DECEMBER 19:
105 household pledges vs. 146 last year.
$524,486 pledged vs. $720,000 last year.
Average increase this year of 6.39% from pledging
households.
13 households are giving LESS
back to God than last year.
28 households are giving the SAME
back to God as last year.
61 households are giving MORE
back to God than last year.The average increase is
15.49% more--AWESOME!
Pledge online or download a printable version of
the pledge card at: stmartinsinthefield.com/giving/
pledge/

START TIME FOR 10:30 A.M. LIVESTREAMED
SUNDAY WORSHIP
Starting this Sunday, we will begin our livestream worship
on Sunday morning with a welcome and Prelude starting
at 10:25 a.m. As when we had in-person worship, the
opening hymn begins promptly at our published service
start time, 10:30 a.m. So, if like to hear the beautiful music
and center yourself for worship, please remember to log
in five minutes ahead of 10:30 a.m. For more information
or with questions contact Rev. Matthew: rector@
stmartinsinthefield.org.
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All music for our worship is reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-726381. All rights reserved.

Visit us online at STMARTINSINTHEFIELD.ORG
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