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Minutes 

Work Group 

Spokane County Voluntary Stewardship Program 

November 10, 2021 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m 

  

Work Group Members Present:  Doug Greenlund, Chad Atkins, Alene Lindstrand, Kevin Paulson, 

Jay Cronk, Methea Sapp, Amanda Parrish 

Staff:  Lindsay Chutas and Joe Zimbric 

Guest: Levi Keesecker 

Facilitator:  Andy Dunau 

Welcome and Administration:  The meeting convened via MS Teams video conference.  

Alene made a motion to approve the August minutes and Methea seconded. The motion was 

approved. Methea made a motion to approve the September minutes and Alene seconded. The 

motion was approved.  

Joe reported that the WA State Conservation Commission approved the 5-year report. Review 

and discussion with the statewide advisory committee went as expected. Staff have done follow-

up meetings with state agencies (see below) to discuss comments in further detail.  

The Spokane VSP contract for the biennium that ends June 30, 2023 has been signed. Each VSP 

was allocated $235,000. The work group reviewed the budget. Costs allocated to printing were 

incorrect and aerial imagery was not accounted for. Doug made a motion to adopt the budget 

with printing costs being reduced to $500 and inserting aerial imagery line item of $6,000. 

Methea seconded and the motion passed.  

 Monitoring and Project Development 

Joe explained that he was updating and cleaning the data base. The group reviewed examples of 

summary numbers he was generating, e.g.—number of projects, differentiation by WRIA, types 

of projects, etc. Using Hangman as an example, he showed how he wanted to overlay summary 

information on to where conservation practices are occurring and level of effort in the watershed.  

The group then discussed opportunities to correlate this information at least roughly with other 

research efforts. For instance, Ecology is completing a study that shows the various degrees of 

phosphorus and sediment loading in Hangman watershed subbasins. Visually overlaying this 

information with conservation practice information can help the work group consider if the level 

of past or future efforts is occurring in the highest need areas.  

For the next meeting, the work group supported Joe’s efforts being focused on cleaning and 

updating the data base, moving all completed projects from the development list to the data base, 

updating tables used in the 5-year report, and showing some results with mapping. Joe will be 
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mapping the projects in the database. He will use NRCS HUC12 watersheds to show where the 

projects have occurred in Spokane County.  

Informational Updates and Program Planning 

Staff has worked with Spokane County on the following:  

1) The planning department is interested in assisting with the purchase of aerial imagery. 

The imagery and VSP assistance can help with updating the county’s comprehensive plan 

relative to agriculture. With the aerial imagery used for the 5-year report, Joe and Lindsay 

were able to share with the county planning department farmland classification.  

2) Lindsay recognized that when mitigation is required as part of issuing a building permit, 

there is no process to notify VSP. Thus, there are county induced riparian, wetland and 

other mitigation activities being implemented that are most likely not being captured in 

the data base. Lindsay is working with the county to receive notification of mitigation 

projects so they can be accounted for.  

3) The process for Joe to review land use notifications is in place. 5 were provided by the 

county since the last meeting, and Joe found that none of them had implications for VSP. 

All notifications are put on the google drive for any work group member to see.  

Lindsay and Joe met with staff from the Turnbull Wildlife Refuge to discuss ground truthing 

existing GIS and National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) data for wetlands, and consider monitoring 

alternatives for determining whether no net loss goals are being achieved. They will come back 

in January with recommendations. The work group also discussed working with Methea’s 

students to help delineate Saltese wetlands.  

Lindsay and Joe met with WSCC, WDFW, Ecology and WSDA to further consider their 

comments in the 5-year report. In addition to communication, the central issue continues to be 

honing evaluation tools to demonstrate meeting the goal of no net critical area loss across the 

county and by watershed. 

Levi hosted a VSP monitoring symposium to begin sharing best monitoring and evaluation 

practices. Lindsay and Joe presented. The plan is for VSPs to meet every three months to better 

understand and learn from each other’s work.  

Joe is working with the South and Valley Farm Corridor projects. The Valley corridor is new and 

now has 6-7 members. Efforts are focused on web page marketing and supporting peer to peer 

learning and networking.  

Jay and Kevin reported winter wheat was starting nicely, but confirmed that the 2020 crop was 

one of the worst ever due to drought.  

Alene and Joe will get together on presentation to Cattleman on various programs available to 

support there needs.  
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Action Items and Closing: 

Administration: 

• Submit VSP Biennium Budget 

Project Development: 

• Update Conservation Project Data Base 

• Update Project Development List 

• Support South and Valley Farm Corridor projects 

• Continue to identify new project opportunities  

Outreach:  

• Continue to add projects to Conservation Map 

Monitoring:  

• Continue working with Spokane County to determine possibility of acquiring aerial 

imagery annually  

• Continue meetings to begin ground truthing wetlands in WRIA 34 

Next Meeting 

The next VSP meeting will be January 12th.   


