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Minutes 

Work Group 

Spokane County Voluntary Stewardship Program 

January12, 2022 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m 

  

Work Group Members Present:  Casey Flanagan, Doug Greenlund, Kevin Paulson, Jay Cronk, 

Methea Sapp, Amanda Parrish 

Staff:  Lindsay Chutas, Joe Zimbric, Walt Edelen 

Guest: Levi Keesecker 

Facilitator:  Andy Dunau 

Welcome and Administration:  The meeting convened via MS Teams video conference.  

Casey made a motion to approve the November minutes and Doug seconded. The motion was 

approved.   

Joe reported that the VSP budget was submitted to the WA State Conservation Commission with 

the changes approved at the last meeting. He also reported that Spokane County may pick up the 

cost of aerial imagery as part of partnering. If that occurs, the cost of aerial imagery within the 

budget can be repurposed.  

Joe announced that Adam Powell and Bill Browning resigned from the VSP workgroup due to a 

combination of health and time constraints. The committee discussed adding two new members 

or reducing membership from 11 to 9. The workgroup would like to add one or two members 

with a particular eye toward assuring small farm representation. As such, Joe and Andy will 

review the previous VSP membership application and release. Walt reminded everyone that the 

application needs to be promoted county wide and county commissioners need to appoint new 

members.  

Monitoring and Project Development 

Walt reported on two new funding sources that will significantly affect project development.  

• RCPP received an additional $1.8 million dollars of funding from NRCS. Projects will 

focus on the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), which enables producers taking 

their conservation efforts to the next level with enhancements. Six pools of funding 

within Ag and Forestry will be available. The application deadline is March 31 and 

contracts will be for five years. SCD is gearing up for outreach.  

• The local Ecology office received $1 million in funding to establish the Hangman Creek 

Riparian Restoration and Conservation Program. SCD will administer the program. The 

initial eligibility will be for landowners receiving watershed evaluation letters from 

Ecology that identified practices contributing to water quality problems. 
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A 15-year competitive rental rate will be provided that will see a landowner receiving 

$225 from Ecology and $70 from NRCS per acre to restore a designated riparian buffer. 

These will be tillage contracts on perennial waterways.  

A minimum buffer size will be calculated and the degree of restoration and migration 

toward best practices such as installing large, woody debris will be determined site by 

site. Potentially, 70 acres of buffer and 20 acres of planting will be achieved. Jay pointed 

out this translated into potentially 6 miles of stream-length restoration.  

Conservation Project Development List: Joe reported he is continuing to update the list, 

including moving completed projects into the conservation project data base. New 319, RCPP 

and Hangman conservation projects will be added as specifics are identified.  

Conservation Project Data Base: Joe has about 120 NRCS projects to enter. He’ll then be able to 

update “Table 8” and start working on more visual representations of activity.  

Wetland Assessment: Joe and Lindsay are continuing to look at additional wetland assessment to 

examine both quantity and quality of wetlands. This was a priority based on limitations 

determined with the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) and declines within margin of error 

found in WRIA 34/43. Locally and statewide, others are working on similar issues identified by 

Lindsay and Joe. As such, short and long-term opportunities are emerging. These include: 

• Turnbull Wildlife Refuge is working with UW on delineating Columbia Plateau 

wetlands. Joe and Lindsay have already established relationships with Turnbull and will 

track activity. More info at:  

o https://cig.uw.edu/projects/wetland-hydrology-and-adaptation-options-for-the-

columbia-plateau/  

o https://fws.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=f9dcd2bf5cc649

a7b1d6681a8c811c01  

• Ecology has started a wetland mapping inventory project. Says the Ecology website, 

“This project will help create a consolidated, publicly accessible, web-based map and/or 

list of available wetland maps and mapping efforts across Washington.” Joe has reached 

out to Ecology to be part of this effort. More info at: 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Blog/Posts/January-2022/Ecology-seeking-contacts-for-statewide-

wetland-map  

• A national effort led by USGS is attempting to collect a wall-to-wall LiDAR data set. 

LiDAR is a laser-based remote sensing technology that can characterize and document 

changes in riparian buffer zones. This could provide an additional level of analysis to 

aerial imagery compares already being done for riparian and wetland areas. More info at: 

o https://hess.copernicus.org/articles/21/3579/2017/hess-21-3579-2017.pdf  

o https://github.com/giswqs/Wetland-Hydrology-Analyst-Toolbox  

At a minimum, results can be compared to NWI and each other to better quantify gains and 

losses.  

https://cig.uw.edu/projects/wetland-hydrology-and-adaptation-options-for-the-columbia-plateau/
https://cig.uw.edu/projects/wetland-hydrology-and-adaptation-options-for-the-columbia-plateau/
https://fws.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=f9dcd2bf5cc649a7b1d6681a8c811c01
https://fws.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=f9dcd2bf5cc649a7b1d6681a8c811c01
https://ecology.wa.gov/Blog/Posts/January-2022/Ecology-seeking-contacts-for-statewide-wetland-map
https://ecology.wa.gov/Blog/Posts/January-2022/Ecology-seeking-contacts-for-statewide-wetland-map
https://hess.copernicus.org/articles/21/3579/2017/hess-21-3579-2017.pdf
https://github.com/giswqs/Wetland-Hydrology-Analyst-Toolbox
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In addition, Lindsay and Joe are working with Methea for her students to capture possible water 

quality improvements from wetland enhancements. Work would be done at Saltese Flats 

(https://www.spokanecounty.org/1469/Saltese-Flats-Wetland-Restoration),  which is a large 

wetland in the county that has also been the subject of much enhancement and restoration 

activity. This will help get at qualitative options for measuring gains and losses for wetland 

functions and values. An on-going concern from the state technical team is that no net loss in 

quantity does not necessarily mean no net loss in functions and values.  

Hangman Creek Watershed Modeling: Once the Conservation Project Data Base is updated, Joe 

will explore statistical analysis for additional modeling. For instance, does implementing tillage 

practices in certain areas correlate with Ecology’s assessment of where sediment contributions 

over time are declining.  

Hangman Creek Erosion Inventory: This spring SCD will be conducting a properly functioning 

conditions analysis on Hangman Creek. This was last done in 2005. The 17-year compare will 

provide basic data on erosion and other factors effecting water quality. Lindsay clarified that to 

the extent losses are detected, the analysis will not attribute it to whether it was caused by 

extreme weather, climate change, or human activity such as farming or construction. It’s simply 

a snapshot comparing conditions over time. In addition, SCD will be using a small grant that 

came through Washington Department of Agriculture VSP interactions to conduct soil sampling 

to measure phosphorus content. More info at: 

http://spokanewatersheds.org/files/documents/Hangman-Creek-Erosion-Inventory.pdf  

Spokane County Mitigation Projects: Lindsay met with Corey Smith, the Spokane County 

planner responsible for permitting activities that touch critical areas. Corey agreed to share 

permit requirements that require a specific mitigation be deployed, e.g situations where new 

construction requires wetland mitigation. Joe can then add these to the Conservation Project Data 

Base to more fully define mitigation and enhancement projects within the county. Lindsay 

expects this will result in a handful of projects being added annually to the data base.  

Targeted Mailing Outreach: Joe proposed, and the workgroup reached consensus to support, 

sending a mailing this spring to landowners in Upper Rock Creek and Rock Creek Canyon 

letting them know of resources and technical assistance available. Email and phone information 

would be provided to connect them with SCD staff. Andy suggested that a website form also be 

added for them to submit information. The Stewardship Interest Form could be used as an initial 

template to show areas of interest.  

Farm Corridor Projects: A new web site is being developed to provide general information, then 

provide specific links to what’s available in South, Valley and North farm corridors. The South 

Farm Corridor is the most developed and continues to add members. The Valley corridor is the 

newest and is now up to six members. The North corridor is under development. Peer to peer 

networking and development of marketing materials are key features to corridor development.  

  

https://www.spokanecounty.org/1469/Saltese-Flats-Wetland-Restoration
http://spokanewatersheds.org/files/documents/Hangman-Creek-Erosion-Inventory.pdf
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Action Items and Closing: 

Administration: 

• Recruit new VSP workgroup members 

Project Development: 

• Update Conservation Project Data Base 

• Update Project Development List 

• Support South and Valley Farm Corridor projects 

• Create targeted mail materials 

• Continue to identify new project opportunities  

Outreach:  

• Continue to add projects to Conservation Map 

Monitoring:  

• Continue working with Spokane County on acquiring aerial imagery   

• Continue working with wetland assessment opportunities and developing project with 

Methea’s students 

• Continue development of Hangman Creek watershed modelling  

• Continue support of farm corridors 

Next Meeting 

The next VSP meeting will be March 9th.    


