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Stories, Past and Present, from our Northern NJ Region

CONGRATULATIONS NORTHERN NEW JERSEY 0N 75 YEARS!!
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Small though we would be in numbers perhaps the National Headquarters would let us secede from our big neighbor across the Hudson and strike out for ourselves. There began a flow of correspondence with D. Cameron Peck, the President of the SCCA. ……On January 24, 1950, Donald H. Rodimer wrote the following letter to Mr Peck…..Dear Mr. Peck, I should like to have our officers consider the possibility of establishing a Northern New Jersey Region, and, as we all know, the latter has been notable for its lack of activity. Without having the membership figures available it would appear that there was a sufficient membership in this area (N.Y.) to permit the separation of the Northern New Jersey territory without seriously affecting the New York Region.  There followed correspondence with John Bentley, then Regional Executive of the New York Region who gave his approval to the separation of Northern New Jersey from the New York Region. ……On March 11, 1950, Donald H. Rodimer wrote again To Mr Peck…..Enthusiasm for the proposal is running high and we have no less than nine new members proposed. …..On March 16, 1950, Mr Peck responded….Please let me know if you will accept appointment as the first Regional Executive for the proposed region….On April 6, 1950 Mr Peck wrote to Mr Rodimer…..I am officially appointing you Regional Executive….. Now we were rolling! The true believers were called to a meeting at the ‘Chicken Barn’ on Route 46, Totowa, NJ, in May 1950. ….There weren’t many of us around the table that night, but we were enthusiasts who wanted action and from the very beginning we planned to conduct an activity every month, a plan that has been substantially followed ever since. The SCCA members who gathered there and are therefore charter members of our region are: Donald H. Rodimer - RE, Dr Henry W. Finn, Haig Ksayian, Hugh Basil Hooper, W Hudson Mills - elected Secretary-Treasurer,  Ledyard H. Pfund - Editor of Sports Car, Harold W. Craver, William Atkinson.” 
Congratulation and our thanks to the founding charter members of NNJR!


