
Some deeds must not die – some names must not wither.

Thomas Keith Skinker (1914)
1845 – 1924
The church’s first Senior Warden 
 

Thomas Keith Skinker died on 27 January 1924 at 6464 Ellenwood Avenue about one block west of  the thriving 
Church of  St. Michael an All Angels he had helped found thirteen years earlier. He had served as its first senior 
warden. He was a resident of  the city and county of  St. Louis throughout his life. He belongs to one of  the 
old and honored families whose name has ever been a synonym for progressive citizenship in all that the term 
implies, standing not only for material progress in business and professional lines but also for aesthetic, moral, 
and intellectual development.

Capt. Alexander Rives Skinker (1917)
1883 – 1918
Killed in the Battle of  the Argonne Sept 26, 1918 

Captain Alexander Rives Skinker and his extended family were members of  our church. His father, Thomas Keith 
Skinker, was one of  the church’s founders and its first senior warden. Captain Skinker commanded Company I 
of  the 138th Infantry Regiment, 35th Division. His company I, along with Corporal Batdorf ’s company M, led 
the initial charge of  the American Expeditionary Forces in the Battle of  the Argonne Forest. He fell three days 
before Corporal Batdorf  on September 26, 1918, the first day of  that battle. He was thirty-four years old. Like 
Corporal Batdorf, he had once been scout master of  the church’s Boy Scout troop. Captain Skinker’s funeral was 
conducted in our church at four o’clock on Sunday afternoon, November 24, 1918, one week before the funeral 
for Corporal Batdorf. His body was buried where he fell beside a road near Cheppy, France, and was returned 
home in 1921. He is buried today in the Skinker family plot at Bellefontaine Cemetery. Captain Skinker was 
posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of  Honor. A plaque, affixed to the back wall of  the nave, honors 
Captain Skinker. Today, we remember Captain Skinker. 

 
Cpl. Montgomery Schuyler Batdorf  (1917)
1894 – 1918
Killed in the Battle of  the Argonne Sept 29, 1918 

Corporal Montgomery Schuyler Batdorf  was a gas officer in Company M of  the 138th Infantry Regiment, 35th 
Division. He was killed in action on September 29, 1918, in the Battle of  the Argonne Forest. He was twenty-two 
years old. He had been a scoutmaster of  our church’s Boy Scout Troop No. 28. Like many who were killed in the 
war, his body was never returned home. He is buried, along with 14,245 of  his fallen comrades, at the Meuse-
Argonne American Cemetery in France in Plot E, Row 3, Grave 32. Corporal Batdorf ’s funeral was conducted in 
our church at four o’clock on Sunday afternoon, December 1, 1918. A plaque in his honor is affixed to the south 
wall of  the nave near the entry to St. Mary’s Chapel. Today, we remember Corporal Batdorf.


