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Pastor’s Pen
“It’s not fair!” “It’s just not right.” I’ve heard those words and had those
thoughts. You too?
When people find out I’m a minister, I am frequently asked a variation of
the question, “Can you tell me why so many bad things happen to really good people?” You’ve heard that
question too, I’m sure. And you’ve probably pondered this dilemma yourself, as I have. It seems to be on
people’s minds with the current coronavirus pandemic and political unrest and many world tragedies.
While whole books have been written on this topic, the most meaningful short answer to me is Frederick
Buechner’s explanation of theodicy in his book Beyond Words. (Buechner is one of my favorite Christian
writers.) Buechner explains that theodicy is the branch of theology that asks the question: If God is just,
why do terrible things happen to wonderful people? And he proposes that the Bible’s best answer is the
book of Job.
The Bible story makes it clear that Job is a good man – Job knows it, as does everybody else, including
God. Then suddenly Job’s whole world crashes in around him. He tragically loses his livelihood and all his
children, and he suffers disease himself. His friends give him advice about how to get better, sure of their
logic that he has done something wrong and he needs to make things right with God to get well.
Job knows his friends don’t get it. Their traditional religious explanations are way off base in Job’s situation and fall short of God’s perspective, revealed by God when he responds in a thundering voice to Job’s
question of why?! “God doesn’t explain, he explodes,” Buechner writes. “He asks Job who he thinks he is
anyway. He says that to try to explain the kinds of things Job wants explained would be like trying to explain Einstein to a little-neck clam.”
We so want to know why, don’t we? But I more and more understand what Buechner is getting at when
he says, “Maybe the reason God doesn’t explain to Job why terrible things happen is that he knows what
Job needs isn’t an explanation. Suppose that God did explain. Suppose that God were to say to Job that
the reason the cattle were stolen, the crops ruined, and the children killed was thus and so, spelling everything outright down to and including the case of boils. Job would have his explanation. And then what?”
Job’s circumstances would still be the same. Would the expansive, over-our-heads answer to the question
really satisfy?
“God doesn’t reveal his grand design. He reveals himself. He doesn’t show why things are as they are. He
shows his face. And Job says, ‘I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now my eyes see
thee’ (Job 42:5). Even covered with sores and ashes, he looks oddly like a man who has asked for a crust
and been given the whole loaf.”
Being in relationship with God—as Father, Son and Holy Spirit—is sufficient to keep us afloat when discontent and troubles threaten to drown us. Cultivating our relationship with God—in personal devotions and
prayer, as well as corporate worship and learning—leads us into the hope, love, joy, and peace of God we
celebrate with Advent and Christmas.
Join us at NECOB in the New Year as we seek to share and develop our relationships with God in ever
more inspiring and invigorating ways. Let us flourish together in the grace and power of God’s Holy Spirit.
Let us be God’s instruments to share the good news of Jesus Christ and help to heal a hurting world. What
a wonderful new year this can be!
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Going on...
Bible Studies
Women’s Bible Study and Wednesday Night Bible Study have been canceled for the month of
January. We’ll keep you updated as to when
those groups will begin meeting again.

On Sunday, January
10th, we will be having
communion during worship. Precautions will be
taken and bread and cup
will be in individual bags.
We hope you are able to take part in this
meaningful service.

DEACON CALL
On January 17th we’ll begin to take names for
new deacons. Names will be accepted until January 21st. Pastor Marlys will announce the details
on January 3rd.

Pennies For Witness
We were able to collect $148.29 to send for Pennies for Witness this year. Thanks for your
support!

Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes have been set out for 2021.
If you’ve not yet stopped by to pick yours up
yet, we encourage you to do so. They’re on the
desk in the narthex between the nursery and
Sunday School room. A few extra boxes are
available if you don’t currently use them but
would like to. Just contact the office!

Woodbury Food Pantry
Food for January:
Soup & boxed mac & cheese dinners
Sunday School: Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday,
8:30am-1:30pm
PO Box 98, New Enterprise, PA 16664
814-766-2161
necob7@centurylink.net
www.newenterprisecob.com
Pastor Marlys Hershberger (814) 329-5604
hershma@gmail.com

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES: Do You
Have Any??
If you have updates for our 2021 Church Directory, please contact the office and let
Kelly know as soon as possible. You can call
the office at 814 766-2161. Please let a message if there is no answer, as the office will
be closed for several days during the weeks
of Christmas and New Years. We will be
working on this project when we return in
the new year so it would be very helpful to
have any updated info as soon as possible.

Look at all this remaining blank space! Do
you have an announcement you’d like to see
in the newsletter next month? Does your
Sunday School class or group have something
they’d like to share? Don’t be shy. Just write
something and send to the church office. Otherwise, there will be more of this. Go ahead
and test your doodling skills below:
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Letters from the Library
Two Youth Books

Available in the NECOB Library
I am not sure too many people know that we have a YOUTH book section in the library. Granted it is
small but books are being added. Two that I found and have used are listed here...
The AMAZING BIBLE FACT BOOK FOR KIDS
(American Bible Society)
The younger Sunday School students enjoyed the unusual facts, quizzes and Bible trivia we found
while studying Moses. In bright, colorful sections you will find information from Angels to Worship.
In short clips a child’s interest can be “caught” and allow for further investigation.
Bible Fun Stuff
(Randy Pertersen)
For the Middle School to High School level you will find this book will “tease” each student to display
their knowledge of the Bible or Bible characters. This book will grab the interest with fast paced
competitive games between members of a Sunday School class.
Containing quiz questions, amazing facts, “you saw it here first” thoughtful questions, crazy ads,
dumb jokes and hidden word narratives there are many types of questions to “test” Bible knowledge.
Don’t worry if you don’t know the answers to these crazy questions because there is an answer key at
the back of the book BUT try not to look!

~ Jeffie Singo, Church Librarian
P.S. News from the Church Library
If you read my review of the book Through the Eyes of a Lion by Levi Lusko, you will remember
that I asked who put this book in the Library...although she does not want to be identified I would
like for you to know it was Stephanie States. It seems as though she is a devoted reader and has
a lot to share with us. Not only does she leave books in the library, she has several to recommend.
If you found profound thoughts with Levi Lusko’s book or need to learn how to work through pain
& loss, Stephanie has these books to recommend…. Get Her the Fight to Flourish by Jennie
Lusko (Levi’s wife), Walking with God through Pain & Suffering by Timothy Keller or Hope
Heals by Jan & Katherine _?__ (last name missing but you can find by the title).
Thank you, Stephanie for your input & help in keeping the library special for our Church.
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Children’s Sunday School

The kids in Children’s Sunday School have
been busy on Sunday mornings. They spent
some time each week packing gift bags for
other children, to be distributed the week of
Christmas by Rita Baker and Jeffie Singo. As a surprise, they each received a gift bag themselves with a little extra something included they hadn’t helped to pack. On December 20th
they gathered in the fellowship hall to have a birthday party for Jesus. Birthday candles were
lit and everyone joined in singing Happy Birthday to Jesus, followed by cupcakes and a drink.
It’s a blessing to have these children with us. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
- the Children’s Sunday School Teachers

MISSIONS
In December our mission offering was for the Woodbury Food Bank. Since this newsletter was
printed early in the month, we do not have a total to report at this time but will give an update next month.
Our mission offering for January will be given to John’s Way. They strive to make things such as wheel
chairs, walkers, hospital beds, and other medical equipment free to those in need with no strings attached. The equipment is donated to them and they examine it and make sure its clean and in good
working order.
~ Ed Cooke, Missions Team Chair

BIRTHDAY ROSES

Just a reminder– if you are 80 or
older, we’d like to send you a rose
bud vase on your birthday each
year. Please let us know if you’ve
turned 80 recently and we’ll be
happy to put you on the list! Let
any of the Flower Committee members know (see back of directory) or
let the office know.

Altar Flowers
If you’d like to provide altar flowers, there is
a sign up sheet that hangs on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Just write your name
down for the week you’re interested in and
follow the directions listed at the bottom of
that page. It’s a great way to remember an
occasion or a loved one.
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If you’re reading this on the
internet, just keep scrolling.

It was easier to just let these
two pages blank than to delete
them this month and re-insert
them next month.
The printed copies look normal.
They don’t have this.
This is special.
Just for you.
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Keep going.
You’re almost there.

Just a little further.

This is actually a social experiment to
see if anyone reads these newsletters
on the internet.
Congratulations. You win.
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January
Anniversaries
Jan. 3Jan. 7-

January Birthdays

John & Joann Dively
Richard & Alice Leach

Please contact the office with any additions or
changes of address, birthdays or
anniversaries. Thank you.

Helping Hands for
January
PREACHING SCHEDULE
Jan. 3Pastor Marlys
Jan. 10Pastor Marlys
Jan. 17Darwin Steele
Jan. 24Pastor Marlys
Jan. 31Pastor Marlys

Jan. 2Jan. 3Jan. 4Jan. 6Jan. 7Jan. 10Jan. 11Jan. 13Jan. 18Jan. 19Jan. 20Jan. 22Jan. 25Jan. 27Jan. 28Jan. 29Jan. 30Jan. 31-

Lily Stenning
Ellie King
Elizabeth Detwiler, Beverly Leap
Hanley Boyd, Andrea Shultz
Carol Crawford
Mike Price
Onjoli Boyd, Elmira Grimes,
Andrew Sollenberger
Rhiannon Imler, Daniel Sollenberger
Catherine Baker
Trace Baker
Meredith Rhodes
Brooke Gochnour, Kellen Stiffler,
Kasey Wright
Damien Baker, Rosella Boyd,
Makayla Hall, Matthew Hall
Janell Reasy
Susan Dainty, Karolyn Mundy
Max Gochnour
Candy Imler
Zeta Furry

ACOLYTES
WORSHIP LEADERS
Jan. 3Jan. 10d
ule
Jan. 17d
he
c
Jan. 24S
et
Y
Jan. 31t

No

SOUND TECHS
Jan. 3- Ryan Hall
Jan. 10- Chris Hull
Jan. 17- Rick Defibaugh
Jan. 24- Matthew Hall
Jan. 31- Ryan Hall

If you’d like to volunteer to
help where you see blank
spaces, please contact the
church office:
766-2161 or necob7@centurylink.net

NURSERY
Unstaffed for now– parents
are welcome to use it at their
discretion.

GREETERS
Jan.3- Ray & Della Mae Grubb, Chris & Kelly Baker
Jan. 10– Lucas & Kari Baker, Tim & Betty Sue Laird
Jan. 17- Jamie & Janell Reasy, Rick & Jeanne Defibaugh
Jan. 24- Rich & Patsy Clemens, Joe & Whitley Furry
Jan. 31- Jeff & Annette Boyd, Steve & Mandi Cottle

Jan. 3Jan. 10Jan. 17Jan. 24Jan. 31-

Sophia Kensinger
Cameron Risbon
Jonathan Browell
Maddie Baker

RECORDING TECHS
Jan. 3- Hall Family
Jan. 10- Cottle Family
Jan. 17- Rich Clemens
Jan. 24- Hall Family
Jan. 31- Cottle Family
CHILDREN’S STORY
Jan. 3- Margie Lippincott
Jan. 10- Kelly Baker
Jan. 17- Cristy Strayer
Jan. 24– Jeffie Singo
Jan. 31– Rich Clemens
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January 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

We covenant with God to witness in word
and deed to the life and ministry of Jesus
Christ as proclaimed in the New Testament,
drawing people into a more personal relationship with God.

3
9:30 am SS
10:30 am Worship

4

5

6
Quilting

7
1:30 pm-6pm
Red Cross
Blood Drive

8

9

10
9:30 am SS
10:30 am Worship/Communion

11

12

13
Quilting

14

15

16

17
9:30 am SS
10:30 am Worship
Deacon Call

18

19

20
Quilting

21
6:30 pm
Leadership
Team Meeting

22

23

24
9:30 am SS
10:30 am
Worship
31
9:30 am
SS
10:30 am
Worship

25

26

27
Quilting

28
6:30 pm
Deacon’s Meeting

29
PM– Church
Reserved

30
Church & Fellowship Hall Reserved

Newsletter
Deadline

