
  

   

New Enterprise  

Church of the Brethren 

May 2022 

Pastor’s Pen 
Dear Members and Friends of New Enterprise Church of the Brethren, 
  

After a period of discernment this past year, I have decided to retire from formal pastoral ministry and two 

months ago I submitted a resignation date of June 15, 2022, to Leadership Team. I had retired from full-time 

pastoral ministry in November 2018, but willingly accepted the call to be your part-time interim pastor in the 

spring of 2019. I have been richly blessed these past three years as I have served with you in ministry. You 

are wonderful people, and it has been a joy to be part of this vital, welcoming congregation!  

  

I am retiring primarily so that my husband Terry and I will be able to spend more time worshiping and work-

ing together in our congregation of membership after more than 18 years of working in different congrega-

tions. I also plan to help our extended family with childcare and other activities, and I have several personal 

projects awaiting my attention. 

  

While I hope that I have brought some inspiration to you, helping you to encounter God, in Jesus and Spirit, 

in new light, and creating a safe haven in which to recoup and regroup, I live with regret that my part-time 

ministry has not been enough to propel more spiritual growth and greater involvement of folks in the active 

life of the church. Yes, we were hit with a pandemic that changed many dynamics, but I have seen much that 

I chose to leave undone. You see, even as I know part-time work is the best level for me personally at this 

stage of my life, my ministry among you has therefore been reactive, rather than proactive. I have not been as 

nurturing as I think good. I have not challenged enough people to deeper, more informed faith or to growing 

relationships and group building as I think good. I have not stimulated enough active care of the church com-

munity and, especially, the wider community as I think good. These are all much needed to sustain and grow 

Christ’s body here at New Enterprise Church of the Brethren. 

  

I do consider this to be a healthy congregation in many ways, with good congregational leadership, sound 

financial standing, and steady membership and attendance, even as there was significant disruption and a de-

cline in attendance due to the pandemic. I am confident that you, working together as Christ’s body in this 

place, are well equipped to adapt to the ministerial change I am initiating. You will thrive with new pastoral 

leadership, even if there is another interim period before hiring a full-time pastor as, I know, is your desire. I 

highly recommend that if you hire a clergy person in a part-time capacity, you also hire staff to assist him/her 

in pastoral ministry in the work beyond the duties of the Administrative Assistant. District Executive David 

Banaszak will continue to assist you in securing pastoral leadership. And God is ever faithful in providing for 

our needs, even our deepest desires, when we seek God’s vision, inspiration, and empowerment more than 

anything else.  

  

I write that last sentence with great sincerity, and I wonder if you readers have just passed over it as a nice, 

“churchy” thing for me to say.  But I’m not sure that congregants are seriously seeking  
Continued on p. 6 
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  Happenings This Month... 

Woodbury Food Pantry  
Food for  May: 

Canned pasta & Cereal  

Operation Christmas Child 
Suggested items for May: Ivory soap & 

washcloths 

Tuesday Morning Bible 

Study is each Tuesday at 

10:00 am. 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible 

Study will not meet April 

27th nor for the month of 

May.  

Sunday School: Sunday, 9:30 a.m.       
Morning Worship: Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 
 8:30am-1:30pm 

PO Box 98, New Enterprise, PA 16664   
814-766-2161    

necob7@centurylink.net          www.newenterprisecob.com  
Pastor Marlys Hershberger      (814) 329-5604 

hershma@gmail.com 

Senior High Youth 

Sunday will be on May 

1st. This will be a cas-

ual Sunday and we in-

vite everyone to dress 

in their casual attire as we worship to-

gether in a more contemporary fashion. 

Don’t miss this unique service as we sup-

port our youth and the future of our 

church.  

Wednesday Evening  
Celebration Meal 

 The Youth plan to host the May 
Wednesday Evening Celebration Meal. It 
will be May 4th at 5:45 pm. If any groups 
would like to host a month, please let the of-
fice know.  

   Spring 
Congregational 

Forum will be held imme-
diately after our morning 

worship service on May 1st. Report 
packets were put out for reviewing on 

Sunday, April 17th. Please remember to bring 
your report packet back with you on May 1st 
for reference during the meeting. All church 
attendees are welcome and invited to stay for 
Forum. All voices and opinions are  valued, 
only members may vote.  

A Memorial Service & Peace 
Pole Dedication in memory of 

Naomi Sollenberger will be held on 
Saturday, May 14th at 11 am.  Eve-
ryone is welcome to attend. After-
wards, Merle & Janelle Helsel invite 
those interested to visit them that 
day to view the newly re-located  
Salemville Church Bell at their  

residence.  

Graduate Recognition Sunday! 
On Sunday, May 15th we’ll be  

recognizing our 2022 Graduates: 
Kain Baker 

Ren Bowman 
Riley Cottle 
Makayla Hall 
Matthew Hall 

Andrea Musselman 2 
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Letters from the Library 
Person of Interest 

By J. Warner Wallace 

 

  Sounds like a detective story doesn’t it?  Well it is in a way.  The subtitle 

states that the book will address “Why Jesus still matters in a world that re-

jects the Bible” 

   Mr. Wallace’s day-to-day job was as a Cold Case Detective.  Using the same techniques for solving 

closed “cold cases”, Mr Wallace (who by the way, was an atheist by his own description) took on the 

project of proving that there was a Jesus Christ as claimed by his disciples who was the Son of God.  

   BUT he did not use the New Testament as a resource!  Instead using several sources from his-

tory, literature, the Old Testament, science, art and music Mr. Wallace set out to prove the “Fuse” 

and the “Fallout” method of proof would prove his theory.   

    You will not get lost in Mr. Wallace’s logical calculations as he uses simple diagrams to further il-

lustrate the theory he is explaining.  Although he draws upon a large mountain of information to 

prove his point (that in itself is amazing!) you will be able to take your time and dissect the points he 

makes.  Be sure to check the chapter “Case Notes” section to add to the information given in the ba-

sis of the book. 

   Mr. Wallace does such a thorough job of proving that Jesus is important to the world and is in fact 

the Son of God that Mr. Wallace himself was a changed man.  Now working as a Youth Pastor he uses 

what he learned to influence others.  

   I love the conclusion of his book as written here: “Jesus is in the business of changing hearts and 

minds, creating something from nothing, turning apathy into conviction, and molding hopelessness into 

meaning.  He’s done it for thousands of writers, artists, musicians, educators, and scientists.  He’s 

done it for millions of believers, just as he did for me.  He can do it for you as well.” 

  Enjoy this book and learn something new! 

 

            ~ Jeffie Singo,  Church Librarian 

MISSIONS 
 
 In March we collected for Precious Life  ($445) and One Great Hour of Sharing 
($225).  In April we collected for Youth Ministry International, a ministry primarily focused 
on the training of youth leaders. YMI  missionaries, Sam and Melissa Hughes evacuated 
their home in Kiev two weeks prior to the Russian invasion. Their focus, currently, is part-
nering with  their Ukrainian teachers to get humanitarian aid in and evacuate people out of 
Ukraine.  As of April 17th we’ve collected $450. Our mission focus for May will be Breeze-
wood Trucker/Traveler.    
         ~ Ed Cook, Mission Team Chair 
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CAMP NEWS 

 Children’s Department 

National Day of Payer will be recognized 
on May 5th at 7pm at the Woodbury 
Community Center Pavilion.  All are in-
vited to attend.  
 
Baccalaureate will be held at Northern 
Bedford on May 31st at 7:00 pm. The 
high school choir will sing at  6:45 pm. 
The public is invited.  

Chaotic Fun Nite will be on May 11th from 
6-7 pm.  To help usher in spring, we’ll be 
potting flowers and eating dirt... dessert.  
All in all, it doesn’t sound too chaotic but 
the Fun Crew has been known to change 
things up in unexpected ways at the last 
minute. You never know what’s going to 
happen at Chaotic Fun Nite.  

 

Chaotic FUN Nite! 

Easter Sunday was celebrated with the 

younger children in Sunday School with a 

Treasure Hunt of items illustrating Jesus’ last 

week with us… 

Followed by a video story and 

Creative Food Snacks (Jesus’ 

empty tomb)... 

And finally an Easter Egg Hunt! Southern Cove 

Ministerium 
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Coming Soon 
VBS:  

We will be having our Vacation Bible School June 6-9 in the evenings from 6–8 pm (Mon-
Wed) and 6-8:30 pm on Thursday. The theme for this year is “Heroes-Trusting In God” with 

the theme song “Crazy People.” The children have chosen to collect money and pet supplies 
(food, toys, cat litter, etc.)  to send to the Bedford County Humane Society. A goal has been 

set to raise $500. We will also be collecting water and Gatorade for the Southern Cove Fire 
Company. Kids who have completed Pre-K through 5th grade (completed) are invited to at-

tend. Themes for each night are:  
Monday– Dress as an animal or wear an animal shirt. 

Tuesday—”Going to the Beach” (Tropical Shirts, flip flops, etc.) 
Wednesday— Dress as your favorite Super Hero 

Thursday—Wear your VBS Shirt.  
 

Pre-registration will be available to be done online or on paper. Those who pre-register will be 
entered for a prize drawing. The date to begin pre-registering has not yet been set but we 

will notify the public through our church and VBS Facebook page, as well as the bulletin and 

website.  
 

VBS Volunteers over the age of 18 should check with the church office to make sure their 
child abuse clearances are up to date.  Clearance forms will be available in the narthex to 

those who need them.  
 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED: 
The church office will be closed for Memorial Day on May 30th. It will also be closed on June 

16 & 17. Pastor Marlys’ last day will be on June 15th and Kelly will be away on vacation for 
the duration of that week, in denial and heavily medicated.  

 
 

PICNIC AT CBD: 
We’ve reserved the pavilion by the lake at Camp Blue Diamond on the afternoon of July 23rd. 

Bring the kids, family, friends, and neighbors for an afternoon of swimming and fun along 

with dinner. Our reservation includes a lifeguard. Mark your calendar! 

We are in need of a few reliable volunteers to help out at our 
regularly scheduled blood drives. Duties include handing out 
snacks to donors, greeting donors at the door, and assisting do-
nors to the snack/juice table after they’ve donated.  It’s really 
not too hard at all! If this sounds like something you’d enjoy, 

please talk to Kelly Baker or Pastor Marlys for more details. Our next blood drive is 
scheduled for May 5th, 1:30-6pm.  
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God’s vision, inspiration, and empowerment—in prayer, attitude, and actions. I find most people in most 

churches assume that God (or a fairy godmother-type being) will magically provide a pastor to serve as other 

pastors served in their favorite season of church life. Most people want to hear they have a new full-time pas-

tor so they can release a sigh of relief and think, “Oh, good, now he (she?) can take care of everything.” You 

know, when I was hired here, several people told me that NECOB runs like a well-oiled machine. I don’t 

think this is really true now. This is a wonderful church made up by a great bunch of people, but times have 

changed. People who used to care for many things—noticed and unnoticed—have aged out. So, I think it is 

time to think outside our boxes, our frames of reference. All people are naturally nostalgic and comfort-

seeking, wanting to recapture what made us feel comfortable, even excited, in the past. But we are at a differ-

ent place in church history. And I think it is by God’s design.  

  

I have shared with many that I don’t lament the changing dynamics of church attendance, affiliation, and in-

fluence in our country and the world the same way lots of other folks do. I am an aficionada of church his-

tory. Observant people have seen this change coming and, as I ponder previous cycles of church history, I 

think God is moving us to new, yet old, perspectives in church life and our witness to the world. For one 

thing, I think God is leading us away from reliance on pastors to direct and energize our church life. We have 

created a church  system that I think is too often centered on the personality and energy of a pastor, expecting 

gifted enthusiasm, entertainment, inspiration, and influence that is hard to sustain, especially in the midst of 

criticism and resistance when pastors don’t cater to personal preferences. There are indeed times to challenge 

pastors for misconduct, but beware of nitpicking. We forget that our own personal preferences may not be 

the style or activities that are necessary to attract and nurture people with differing interests, learning styles, 

ages, and experiences.  

  

I find it sad that many in churches these days are lacking in depth regarding spiritual disciplines and biblical 

knowledge. We have become less and less Christ-centered and Spirit-empowered. Instead, comfort and coun-

try are the center of most people’s lives, even within Christ’s church. Jesus is the head and heart of Church. 

We are to seriously take on the mind of Christ. 

  

I think God is leading us back to the need to more actively grow our own and each other’s faith in the body, 

less dependent on one leader. Think of a how we become better athletes or musicians or skilled workers of 

any kind. We must each lift the weights, practice the moves, etc., to master the art or trade—we can’t expect 

the coach or director to do it for us by simply performing in front of us or by encouraging us with some pri-

vate words. And then there’s the teamwork to consider. The team must practice and build understanding and 

strategies together, engaging with each other in productive ways. 

  

 I think God is trying to re-engage and re-make the church, reminding us that Christ is our center and the 

Holy Spirit our energy. Entertaining, comfortable worship services are not the most important part of church 

life. Experiencing the saving grace of the living Christ and sharing that healing grace with others is the pri-

mary purpose of the church and we are living in a time when we have to move our activities beyond Sunday 

morning club-style comfort to fulfill that purpose. I think God wants us to get excited about  exploring all 

kinds of new-fashioned practices for the church, many based on ancient practices that were put aside in the 

19th and 20th century. I believe God is moving dynamically in this new wave! 

  

I will never forget my time among you. Know that I will continue to work hard in my remaining time here to 

assist with the transition in ministry leadership. My heartfelt prayer is that you will continue to seek God’s 

righteousness (rightness) and God’s vision for you and, thus, may you be blessed as you bless others in Je-

sus’ name and spirit.  

  In Christ’s love,  Pastor Marlys  

...continued from p 1 
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PREACHING SCHEDULE 
May 1-  Youth 
May 8- Pastor Marlys 
May 15-  Pastor Marlys 
May 22- Pastor Marlys 
May 29- Pastor Marlys 

 

May Anniversaries 
4:   Ethan & Onjoli Boyd 
9:   Rich & Patsy Clemens, Tim & Jen Dick 
19: John & Barb Settlemeyer,  
      Robert & Martha Beach 
26: Mark & Karen Vannice 

Helping Hands  

For May 
SOUND TECHS 

May 1– Chris Hull 
May 8– Rick Defibaugh 
May 15– Matt Hall  
May 22– Ryan Hall 
May 29– Chris Hull  

WORSHIP LEADERS 
May 1– Sr. High Youth 
May 8– Shawn Shirk 
May 15– Mandi Cottle 
May 22– Kelly Baker 
May 29– Al Drenning 

GREETERS 
May 1– Sr. High Youth 
May 8– Bill & Rita Baker, Rick & Jeanne Defibaugh 
May 15– Mike & Karen Baker, Steve & Mandi Cottle 
May 22– Lucas & Kari Baker, Joe & Whitley Furry 
May 29– Jamie & Janell Reasy, Betty Baker, Dolly Bowser 

May Birthdays 
1: Thelma Albright, Kaylynn Leap, Kathy Mellott 
2: Jon Bontrager 
4: Leanna Hall 
6: Harland Imler, Jesse Reighard 
11: Ashlyn Reasy, Jeffery Koontz 
12: Kelly Baker, Barry Jay 
14: Bill Baker, Janelle Helsel 
15: Roger Lippincott 
16: Mary Lu Furry 
20: Jeff Browell, Terry Hershberger 
21: Janesa Bowman, Gale Hershberger 
24: Earl Eshelman 
26: Leanna Sollenberger 
28: Dennis Shoemaker 
29: Vaughn Loose 
31: David Replogle  

RECORDING TECHS 
May 1– Mariah Hall 
May 8– Mandi Cottle 
May 15– Rich Clemens 
May 22– Mariah Hall  
May 29– Mandi Cottle 

ACOLYTES 
May 1– Harper Boyd 
May 8– Brynlee Boyd 
May 15– Jonathan Browell 
May 22– Cameron Risbon 
May 29– Isabella Baker 

CHILDREN’S STORY 
May 1– Sr. High Youth 
May 8– Randie Kensinger 
May 15– Marjorie Lippincott 
May 22– Ed & Jan Cooke 
May 29– Juls Bratton  

* If you are unable to help on your scheduled Sunday, please find someone to switch with 
and then let the church office know.  7 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:30 am SS 
10:30 am Wor-
ship & Spring 
Forum 
6:00 pm Youth 
 
Sr. High Youth 
Sunday 

2 3 
10:00 am Tues-
day Bible Study 

4 
Quilting 
5:45 pm Wed. Eve-
ning Celebration 
Meal 
 

5 
1:30-6pm Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive 
7pm Nat’l Day 
of Prayer—
Woodbury 
Comm. Center 
Pavilion 

6 7 

8 
9:30am SS 
10:30am 
 Worship 
6:00pm Youth 
 

9 
 

10 
10:00 am 
Tuesday Bible 
Study 

11 
Quilting 
6:00 pm Chaotic Fun 
Nite 
 

12 13 14 
11 am Memorial 
Service/Peace Pole 
Dedication  

15 
9:30am SS 
10:30am Worship 
6:00pm Youth 
 
 

16 
 

17 
10:00 am 
Tuesday Bible 
Study 
 

18 
Quilting 
 

19 
6:30 pm Lead-
ership Team 
Meeting 
 
 

20 21 

22 
9:30am SS 
10:30am Worship 
6:00 pm Youth 
 
 

23 
Newsletter Dead-
line 

24 
10:00 am Tues-
day Bible Study 
 
 

25 
Quilting 
 

26 
6:30 pm Dea-
con’s Meeting 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
9:30am SS 
10:00 am Choir 
Practice 
10:30am Worship 
6:00 pm Youth 
 
COMPASSION 
SUNDAY 
 

30 
MEMORIAL DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 

31 
7:00 pm Bacca-
laureate at NBC 

    
We covenant with God to wit-

ness in word and deed to the 

life and ministry of Jesus 

Christ as proclaimed in the 

New Testament, drawing peo-

ple into a more personal  

relationship with God. 

May 2022 


