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Clearinghouse Advisory 
Board?

WHAT  
IS THE 

The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) 

Missing Endangered Persons Information Clearinghouse 

Advisory Board (MEPICAB) was established in 1996 to 

address issues regarding Florida’s missing children. It 

later expanded to include missing endangered adults and 

seniors. The MEPICAB’s mission is to support awareness, 

education and training for the prevention, response and 

recovery of missing and endangered persons. 

Board members represent a diverse group of law 

HQIRUFHPHQW� R΍FLDOV�� JRYHUQPHQW� DJHQFLHV�� LPSDFWHG�
IDPLOLHV��QRQ�SUR΋W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��SULYDWH�VHFWRU�SDUWQHUV�
and community members interested in missing person 

issues. The MEPICAB works with the Florida Missing 

Children’s Day Foundation (FMCDF) to present Florida 

Missing Children’s Day, which will be held Monday, 

September 8, 2025. For more information regarding the 

MEPICAB, Florida Missing Children’s Day or FMCDF, visit 

www.fmcdf.org.

Missing & Endangered

Sign up to receive email alerts at www.missingchildrenalert.com and follow FDLE on Facebook and X.   
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In 2024, a tragic total of 105 children drowned in Florida, with 28 of these children having autism. This statistic is 

particularly alarming as it highlights a disproportionate risk for children with autism compared to their neurotypical 

peers. While most children typically drown in their own backyard pools, children with autism often drown after 

wandering to nearby lakes, ponds, neighbors’ pools, or other bodies of water.

The key to preventing drowning in children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is to ensure they cannot access 

water without parental supervision and permission. The University of Central Florida Center for Autism and Related 

Disabilities (UCF CARD) has developed a comprehensive “layers of protection” approach to address this issue. This 

approach includes:

By: Jennifer Cicia, M.Ed., BCBA, Autism Disorders Specialist
UCF Center for Autism and Related Disabilities | College of Health Professions and Sciences

SUMMER SAFETY
Preventing Drowning in Children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder

• ADDRESSING WATER SAFETY ISSUES WITHIN THE HOME: (QVXULQJ� WKDW� DOO� SRWHQWLDO� ZDWHU� KD]DUGV� DUH�
LGHQWL΋HG�DQG�PLWLJDWHG�

• LOCKS AND DOOR ALARMS: Installing locks and alarms on all exterior doors and windows to alert caregivers 

if a child attempts to leave the home without supervision.

• FENCING: Erecting barriers around pools and other bodies of water to prevent unsupervised access.  Also 

fencing property to put another barrier between a child and water when possible. 

• CONTACT WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT: Establishing a communication plan with local law enforcement to 

quickly respond if a child with autism goes missing.  Parents are encouraged to participate in any special needs 

UHJLVWU\�SURJUDPV�WKDW�ORFDO�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RΊHU�WR�FXW�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�WLPH�UHTXLUHG�WR�VKDUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
ZKHQ�DQ�HPHUJHQF\�KDSSHQV���3DUHQWV�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�FDOO�����,00(',$7(/<�DIWHU�UHDOL]LQJ�WKDW�WKHLU�FKLOG�LV�
missing. 

• NEIGHBORHOOD COMMUNICATION PLAN: Informing trusted neighbors about the child’s tendency to 

wander and having a plan to contact them so that they can check water immediately if a child goes missing.

• TRACKING DEVICES: Using GPS tracking devices to locate the child quickly during an emergency.

• EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS: UCF CARD has developed programming to assist parents with teaching children 

with autism the importance of not entering water without permission.

• SWIMMING LESSONS: Participating in high quality swimming lessons tailored to children with autism to 

enhance their water safety skills.
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Taking a layered approach ensures that even if one layer fails, there are still multiple safeguards 

LQ�SODFH� WR�SUHYHQW�D� WUDJHG\��%\� LPSOHPHQWLQJ� WKHVH�VWUDWHJLHV��ZH�FDQ�VLJQL΋FDQWO\� UHGXFH�
the risk of drowning among children with autism and create a safer environment for all 

children.  Parents and professionals can reach out to UCF CARD at (407) 823-6011 for more 

information about how to keep autistic children safe from wandering and drowning. UCF 

CARD’s training video on drowning prevention can also be accessed by scanning the QR code. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6lcj6iQTe0
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The Florida Missing Children’s Day Foundation
Florida Missing Children’s Day (FMCD) is an annual ceremony held on the second Monday of September to honor 

WKH�IDPLOLHV�DQG� ORYHG�RQHV�RI�PLVVLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DV�ZHOO�DV� ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�R΍FHUV�DQG�FLWL]HQV�ZKR�KDYH�PDGH�
VLJQL΋FDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�SURWHFWLQJ�)ORULGDȆV�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�FLWL]HQV�

FMCD is not a state or federally funded event - it is hosted and funded by the Florida Missing Children’s Day 

)RXQGDWLRQ��D�����F�����QRQ�SUR΋W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��7KH�)RXQGDWLRQ�LV�WDVNHG�ZLWK�SURYLGLQJ�IXQGLQJ�DQG�SURPRWLRQDO�
support for FMCD, as well as promoting education in remembrance of Florida’s past and present missing children and 

LQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWHȆV�HΊRUWV�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�VDIHW\�RI�FKLOGUHQ�WKURXJK�SUHYHQWLRQ��HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�
involvement. 

The Florida Missing Children’s Day Foundation relies solely on its sponsors and donors to fund 

FMCD.  Any person, business, or agency interested in donating to the Foundation can visit their 

website at www.FMCDF.org or scan the QR code to the right. 

Florida Missing Children’s Day 
This year, Florida Missing Children’s Day (FMCD) will be held on Monday, September 8, 2025 at the 

Tallahassee Automobile Museum, from 10:00am to 11:00am, and the public is invited to attend. Details of 

the event are posted on the Florida Missing Children’s Day Foundation website. You may RSVP by scanning 

the QR code on the invitation below, or by visiting www.FMCDF.org. Please RSVP by August 15, 2025.

http://www.FMCDF.org
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Cherished Advisory Board MemberCherished Advisory Board Member

In Loving Memory

Please join us in remembrance of longtime MEPICAB member, Terri Lynn. Terri worked as a successful 

publicist, and after the tragic murder of Jimmy Ryce in 1995, she became the publicist and close 

friend of Jimmy’s parents, Don and Claudine Ryce, helping them to manage the constant calls and 

requests for interviews from the media. In 1995, Terri became a part of the Jimmy Ryce Center for 

Victims of Predatory Abduction, created by Don and Claudine to raise awareness about the plight 

of missing children and victims’ rights. After Don and Claudine’s passing, Terri, along with fellow 

MEPICAB member Mark Young, became codirector of the Jimmy Ryce Center, continuing the important 

work done to honor Jimmy’s memory and protect other children from abduction and violence. 

Terri was a recipient of the distinguished Daily Point of Light Award for her work at the Jimmy 

Ryce Center. Parts of her interview with Points of Light can be found on the two next pages. 
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TERRI LYNN’S STORY
Please join us in remembering Terri Lynn, a longtime member of the MEPIC Advisory Board, on receiving a Daily 
Point of Light Award for her work with the Jimmy Ryce Center. Below, see part of her interview with Points of Light.

DESCRIBE YOUR VOLUNTEER ROLE WITH THE JIMMY RYCE CENTER.

My whole life profession was being a publicist, which entailed representing unique businesses, people, authors, 

lawyers and doctors. My job was to arrange interviews, television appearances and articles in newspapers and 

PDJD]LQHV�� ,WȆV�D�SDVVLRQ�RI�PLQH��DQG�,ȆYH�EHHQ�GRLQJ�LW�PRVW�RI�P\�OLIH��%XW�RQ�6HSWHPEHU�����������D� OLWWOH�ER\�
E\� WKH�QDPH�RI� -LPP\�5\FH�ZDV� DEGXFWHG� DQG�PXUGHUHG� DIWHU� JHWWLQJ�RΊ�RI� WKH� VFKRRO� EXV�RQ�KLV�ZD\�KRPH��

His parents were constantly getting phone calls from the media while they were distraught, as anybody could be. 

They started asking around if anyone knew how to handle the media, someone who could help them handle calls 

DQG�UHTXHVWV�IRU� LQWHUYLHZV��1H[W�WKLQJ�\RX�NQRZ��P\�QDPH�FDPH�XS�� ,�ZDV�YHU\�ΌDWWHUHG��7KHUHȆV�QR�KDQGERRN�
IRU�ZKDW� WR�GR�ZKHQ�WKHUHȆV�D�PLVVLQJ�FKLOG�� ,W�ZDV�XQFKDUWHG�WHUULWRU\� IRU�PH�� ,ȆYH�EHHQ�WROG�WKDW� ,�ZDV�WKH�΋UVW�
person in history as a publicist to ever help a family with a missing child. From the get-go, my mission and intention 

ZDV�WR�ZRUN�IRU�WKHLU� IDPLO\�DV�D�YROXQWHHU�WR�KHOS��7KH�΋UVW�FDOO� ,�KDG�ZLWK� -LPP\ȆV�GDG�RQ�WKH�SKRQH�ZDV�D� OLIH�
changing moment for me. We had to keep Jimmy’s name in the news. Two days after that phone call it would 

be Jimmy’s birthday, and we let the media know that. I’ve been a part of the Jimmy Ryce Center ever since 1995. 

DESCRIBE YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE RYCE 
FAMILY AND HOW THE CENTER WAS CREATED.

,ȆYH� UHDOO\�EHHQ�D�SUR�ERQR�YROXQWHHU� IURP� WKDW�΋UVW�
day. My relationship with the Ryce family grew from a 

working relationship to a dear friendship. We prayed 

that he was still alive somehow, someway. Sadly, 

that was not the case. I’ve been told by people in 

law enforcement from the FBI that, in cases such as 

Jimmy’s, the parents literally curled up into a ball [in 

grief] and were really never heard from again. Jimmy’s 

parents were exceptionally smart people who were 

ERWK�DWWRUQH\V��7KH\�ZDQWHG�WR�PHPRULDOL]H�WKHLU�VRQ��
so that his life would not be in vain.  

One thing that stood out in their mind is that, when 

Jimmy was abducted, law enforcement agencies didn’t 

KDYH�D�EORRGKRXQG��$QG�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�R΍FLDO�VWDUW�WR�
the Jimmy Ryce Center. I’ve been with the family as 

the volunteer spokesperson and media coordinator 

setting up conferences across the U.S. whenever 

they were going to present a bloodhound to law 

enforcement.

Continued on next page.

https://www.pointsoflight.org/awards/publicist-helps-donate-hundreds-of-bloodhounds-for-lost-and-missing-children/
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WHAT VALUE DO BLOODHOUNDS BRING TO LAW 
ENFORCEMENT?

A bloodhound has 60 times the scent power of a German 

shepherd. It’s the only dog that can follow a human trail 

for more than a few hours. They’re the single best bet for 

bringing a child abducted by a predator home alive. We 

believe that Jimmy would be alive today if a bloodhound 

would have been immediately brought in to help.  

To date, the Jimmy Ryce Center has donated more than 

700 bloodhounds to law enforcement agencies around 

the world. 

WHAT INSPIRES YOU TO VOLUNTEER?

Jimmy’s parents have both passed away, so we try to 

FRQWLQXH� EXLOGLQJ� WKH� OHJDF\�� ,WȆV� ELJ� VKRHV� WR� ΋OO�� %XW�
people are still very moved by the story to this day. 

Awareness is key. I’m not a professional fundraiser, 

but we do whatever we can to help get the word out. 

Whenever there’s something on the news, such as 

a milestone regarding the anniversary of Jimmy’s 

passing, donations come in. We keep the legacy going. 

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED THROUGH YOUR 
EXPERIENCE AS A VOLUNTEER?

0DQDJLQJ�WKLV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�UHZDUGLQJ�
parts of my life. Jimmy’s parents once met President 

Clinton when he was signing an act after Jimmy was 

abducted. If you had a poster of a missing child, you 

couldn’t post it in a federal building. President Clinton 

signed an executive order allowing the posting of 

pictures of missing children. They were also invited 

to the White House to meet with President George W. 

Bush. They met with him in the White House and said 

it was really a very powerful and memorable meeting. 

So, my mission in life, now that Jimmy’s parents are 

JRQH�� LV� WR� NHHS� WKLV� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� JRLQJ� LQ� SHUSHWXLW\�

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR OTHERS TO GIVE BACK?

Because it changes lives in ways you will never even 

know. It’s really something that comes from within. I 

think everybody has something to give in some form, 

and its life changing. To be able to take your skills or 

your energy and use them toward something that can 

change the world. The fact that our bloodhounds help 

΋QG�PLVVLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DGXOWV�Ȃ�,� MXVW�FDQȆW�SXW�WKDW�
into words.  

TERRI LYNN’S STORY Continued

Terri Lynn (right) pictured with Mark Young, co-director of the Jimmy Ryce Center, and Claudine and 
Don Ryce, parents of Jimmy Ryce.
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Neglected Pup 
Becomes a Hero
Meet K9 Penny, Indian River County 
Sheriff’s Office’s new recruit!

DOG DAYS OF SUMMERDOG DAYS OF SUMMER

Penny, a 1-year-old bloodhound, was rescued from a neglectful 

living situation in North Florida by All Hound Rescue of Florida 

DQG� ZDV� DGRSWHG� E\� WKH� ,QGLDQ� 5LYHU� &RXQW\� 6KHULΊȆV� 2΍FH��
where she began training for her new role as a K9 Deputy. In 

February of 2025, she and her handler, Deputy Lewis, graduated 

from a four-week K9 tracking school hosted by Brevard County 

6KHULΊȆV�2΍FH��3HQQ\�SDVVHG�KHU�QDWLRQDO�FHUWL΋FDWLRQ�WHVW�DQG� LV�
now working to save lives in the Search and Rescue Department 

ZLWK� 'HSXW\� /HZLV� DW� ,QGLDQ� 5LYHU� &RXQW\� 6KHULΊȆV� 2΍FH�

DOG DAYS OF SUMMERDOG DAYS OF SUMMER
Types of K9s Used in Missing Persons Cases

Trailing and Tracking Dogs
7UDLOLQJ� DQG� WUDFNLQJ� GRJV� DUH� ERWK� XVHG� WR� ORFDWH� PLVVLQJ� SHUVRQV�� :KLOH� GH΋QLWLRQV� YDU\��
WUDLOLQJ� GRJV� W\SLFDOO\� IROORZ� DQ� LQGLYLGXDO� VFHQW�� DQG� WUDFNLQJ� GRJV� IROORZ� GLVWXUEDQFHV� OHIW� RQ�
WKH� JURXQG�� %ORRGKRXQGV� DUH� WKH� PRVW� FRPPRQ� EUHHG� RI� GRJ� XVHG� IRU� WUDFNLQJ� DQG� WUDLOLQJ��
EXW� RWKHU� FRPPRQO\� XVHG� EUHHGV� LQFOXGH� %DVVHW� +RXQGV�� %HDJOHV�� DQG� *HUPDQ� 6KHSKHUGV�

Cadaver Dogs
&DGDYHU�GRJV��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�+XPDQ�5HPDLQV�'HWHFWLRQ��+5'��GRJV��DUH�D�W\SH�RI�VHDUFK�DQG�UHVFXH�
.��XQLTXHO\� WUDLQHG� WR� ORFDWH� WKH�VFHQW�RI�KXPDQ�GHFRPSRVLWLRQ�DQG�DUH�DEOH� WR�GLΊHUHQWLDWH� WKLV�
VFHQW� IURP� RWKHU� RGRUV�� 7KH\� DUH� XWLOL]HG� LQ� YDULRXV� VLWXDWLRQV� LQFOXGLQJ� VHDUFKLQJ� IRU� PLVVLQJ�
SHUVRQV�� VHDUFKLQJ� IRU� EXULHG� RU� FRQFHDOHG� ERGLHV�� DQG� ORFDWLQJ� UHPDLQV� LQ� GLVDVWHU� ]RQHV�

Search and Rescue Dogs
6HDUFK� DQG� UHVFXH� �6$5�� GRJV� DUH� WUDLQHG� WR� UHVSRQG� WR� FULPH� VFHQHV�� PLVVLQJ� SHUVRQV� HYHQWV��
DFFLGHQWV�� DQG� QDWXUDO� RU� PDQ�PDGH� GLVDVWHUV�� 7KH\�� OLNH� WUDLOLQJ� DQG� WUDFNLQJ� .�V�� GHWHFW�
KXPDQ� VFHQW� WR� ΋QG� KXPDQV�� ZKHWKHU� WKH\� DUH� DOLYH� RU� GHFHDVHG�� ,Q� PDQ\� FDVHV�� 6$5� GRJV�
KDYH� ORFDWHG� SHRSOH� LQ� VQRZ�� XQGHUZDWHU�� XQGHU� FROODSVHG� EXLOGLQJV�� DQG� XQGHUJURXQG�
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MISSING

MISSING
KEYONNA COLE

DANNY JACKSONDanny was last seen in the Gainesville, 
Florida area on August 24, 1989, at the 
age of 12. He may be in the company of 
two white males who may have been 
traveling in a 1978-79 brown 4-door 
Chevrolet Impala. Danny’s photo (bottom 
right corner) has been age-progressed to 
43 years old.

If you have any information about this 
case, please contact the Gainesville 
Police Department at 352-334-2411 
or the Missing Endangered Persons 
Information Clearinghouse hotline at 
1-888-FL-Missing (1-888-356-4774).

Keyonna was last seen in the Brooksville, 
Florida area on February 8, 2019, at the 
age of 27. She has a tattoo on her right 
arm inscribed with the word “live”.

If you have any information about this 
case, please contact the Hernando 
&RXQW\� 6KHUL΍ȇV� 2ɝFH� DW� �������������
or the Missing Endangered Persons 
Information Clearinghouse hotline at 
1-888-FL-Missing (1-888-356-4774).
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Free Online Training Modules for
FIRST RESPONDERS
%\��7RULFD�([XPH��3K�'���Clinical Researcher
Florida Atlantic University (FAU) Center for Autism and Related Disabilities

After years of development and collaboration with advisory board members and 

DFWLYH�GXW\� ΋UVW� UHVSRQGHUV�� ZH� DUH� SURXG� WR� DQQRXQFH� WKH� ODXQFK� RI� RXU� QHZ�
RQOLQH� WUDLQLQJ� PRGXOHVȂFUHDWHG� WR� HTXLS� ΋UVW� UHVSRQGHUV� ZLWK� WKH� VNLOOV� DQG�
knowledge needed to support individuals with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities (I/DD), especially those with co-occurring mental health conditions.

Funded by the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council (FDDC) and developed by FAU 

CARD, this statewide training initiative is part of our mission to ensure more inclusive, 

safe, and informed interactions between emergency personnel and the I/DD community.

The training course covers essential topics such as:

• 5HFRJQL]LQJ�VLJQV�DQG�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�$6'�,�''�DQG�FR�RFFXUULQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�

• Communication strategies tailored to individuals with varied needs.

• 'H�HVFDODWLRQ�WHFKQLTXHV�WR�PLQLPL]H�FRQΌLFWV�DQG�SURPRWH�VDIHW\�

• Legal and ethical considerations in responding to individuals with ASD/I/DD.

• Case studies and role-playing scenarios to build practical experience.

Module key features:

• )OH[LEOH��VHOI�SDFHG�IRUPDW�WR�΋W�DQ\�VFKHGXOH�

• Real-life scenarios featuring individuals with lived experience.

• 3UDFWLFDO�VWUDWHJLHV�IRU�GH�HVFDODWLRQ��FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��DQG�UHFRJQL]LQJ�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�
challenges.

• Train-the-trainer materials for long-term, scalable implementation.

Ready to Enroll?
Access the training now 

via Canvas, and join us in 

creating a more prepared 

and responsive system 

for individuals with I/DD 

across Florida.

For enrollment or to 
schedule a department-
wide rollout, contact:

Dr. Torica Exume

texume@fau.edu

Let’s continue building 

a safer, more inclusive 

Florida - one responder at 

a time.

7KHVH�G\QDPLF�PRGXOHV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�IRU� ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��(06��΋UH΋JKWHUV������RSHUDWRUV��DQG�RWKHU�HPHUJHQF\�
UHVSRQGHUV� ZKR� ZDQW� WR� DSSURDFK� HYHU\� HQFRXQWHU� ZLWK� HPSDWK\�� FODULW\�� DQG� FRQ΋GHQFH�� %HVW� RI� DOO�� WKH\� FDQ�
EH� FRPSOHWHG� LQ� MXVW� RQH� GD\�� %\� FRPSOHWLQJ� WKLV� WUDLQLQJ�� ΋UVW� UHVSRQGHUV� ZLOO� JDLQ� FULWLFDO� VNLOOV� WR� IRVWHU�PRUH�
inclusive and supportive community responses, enhancing outcomes for individuals with I/DD during emergencies.

mailto:texume%40fau.edu?subject=

