
What Passed: 
 
HB 5001 General Appropriations Act (Budget) - This year's budget includes a $40 increase to the 
base student allocation for every school district. It also includes $500 million specifically 
designated for teacher raises. of which $400 million is to be used to increase all teachers’ base 
salaries. In addition, there is money included specifically to address mental health in schools. 
Other budget highlights include the full funding of the Sadowski fund, which provides 
affordable housing across the state, and 3% raises for all state employees.  
 
HB 7067 K-12 Scholarship Programs - This bill significantly increased the eligibility for the Florida 
Tax Credit Scholarship from 185% above the poverty line to 265% above the poverty line. This 
bill also expands eligibility for the Family Empowerment Scholarship and increases the family 
income cap by 25%. In addition, this bill would have added additional FTE (full time equivalent) 
for dual-enrollment students. This was a bill that Florida PTA strongly opposed and many of you 
sent emails through VoterVoice expressing your concerns regarding this bill.  
 
SB 70 Alert Systems in Public Schools - This bill, commonly referred to as Alyssa’s Law, requires 
every public school to implement a mobile panic alert system. This bill was fully funded in the 
General Appropriations Act (Budget). This bill came about thanks to Lori Alhadef’s quest to 
honor the memory of her daughter, Alyssa. who was tragically killed at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas HS. Florida PTA strongly supported this piece of legislation and worked closely with Lori 
and her team to help get this bill passed.  
 
HB 37 School Bus Safety - This bill increases the fines for running a school bus stop sign. For 
failing to stop, the fine will increase to $200 on the first offense. For passing on the side where 
children are, the fine will increase to $400 on the first offense. For the second offense, the 
license suspension will increase to between 360 days and two years. Florida PTA strongly 
supported this bill.  
 
HB 945 Children's Mental Health - This bill requires the development of plans to promote 
coordinated systems of care to support our children's mental health. It also requires DCF and 
AHCA to identify children who use crisis stabilization services. In addition, this bill requires the 
use of de-escalation techniques prior to a Baker Act being initiated. Florida PTA strongly 
supported this bill, as part of this bill originated as the Baker Act bill Florida PTA initiated.  
 

What Did Not Pass: 
 
HB 7065 School Safety - This bill would have required creation of family reunification plans by 
each school district in the event of any emergency or tragic event. This bill would have also 
created requirements around the use of civil citations and other similar pre-arrest diversion 
programs. In addition, this bill would have addressed the frequency and duration of the school 
safety drills happening at schools across the state of Florida and would have required a school 
board policy from each school district on the use of the Baker Act. Florida PTA strongly 



supported this bill and worked diligently to ensure these safety drills were addressed in each 
version of the bill. Florida PTA also worked to keep the mandate for school boards to create a 
Baker Act policy in the bill language. This bill died on the last day of session due to the inability 
of the two chambers to agree on the Kaia Rolle Act, which addressed the arresting of children.   
 
SB 1062/HB 1083 Involuntary Examination of Children (Baker Act) – This bill would have 
mandated parent or guardian notification prior to a Baker Act being initiated on a minor. This 
bill would have also created reporting requirements for schools around students who are Baker 
Acted at school. In addition, this bill would have required plans and procedures around the use 
of de-escalation techniques prior to a Baker Act being initiated on a student. Florida PTA initially 
brought many of these ideas forward to draft much of this bill language and continued to 
strongly support and advocate for this bill moving forward. While this bill was heard in 
committee, it did not move through the full process. However, the de-escalation techniques 
being used prior to initiating a Baker Act were added to HB 945, which did pass. Florida PTA will 
continue to work on this bill next year and Senator Harrell has indicated her interest in carrying 
the bill again.  
 
SB 1438/HB 1411 Dyslexia - This bill would have required public schools to screen all students in 
kindergarten through Grade 3 for dyslexia once students demonstrated difficulties with 
reading. This bill also would have required public schools to have at least one person on staff 
trained in the specific instruction of students with dyslexia and would have created a dyslexia 
task force within the Department of Education (DOE). In addition, this bill would have required 
public school students demonstrating substantial deficiency in reading to be placed in an 
intensive intervention program. This bill passed unanimously in its only committee stop in the 
Senate but was never given a hearing in the House. Senator Harrell has already indicated 
interest in refiling this bill next year, and several House members have indicated the same 
interest. Florida PTA strongly supported this bill that originated from Decoding Dyslexia Florida, 
and worked closely with that team to advocate for this bill to be heard in committee. 
 
HB 7079 Education – This bill was referred to as the Assessment and Accountability bill. This bill 
would have required all high school students to take the SAT/ACT, which 90% of our students 
already do. In exchange, the 9th grade ELA assessment and the Geometry EOC would have been 
eliminated. This bill also would have expanded the definition of turnaround schools to include 
schools that had a single D or F, as opposed to the current two Ds or one F and would have 
created a turnaround window of three years. This bill passed the full House but died in the 
Senate, as that chamber would not take it up. Florida PTA worked very closely with Rep. Aloupis 
to implement changes to the bill to provide greater support to schools, educators, and our 
students.  
 
HB 1013 Early Learning and Early Grade Success - This bill would have deleted the Office of Early 
Learning and created a Division of Early Learning within the Department of Education (DOE). 
This bill also would have revised the provisions related to VPK and school readiness programs 
ensuring a higher quality of education for our youngest learners. In addition, this bill would 
have created a more accurate reporting system to assist parents and families with determining 



the highest quality VPK and school readiness programs. Florida PTA supported this bill as it 
aligned to our position statements on early school readiness and assessments. This bill 
unanimously passed the full House but died in the Senate. 


