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1. Whatareyourtop prioritiesforimproving publiceducation?Inyour
opinion,whatdowedowellasastateandhowcanweimprovePre-K-12
education?

Florida’s public education system is chronically underfunded, from its voluntary pre-
kindergartenprogramtoits highschools. We must make surethatourstudentsreceivethe
highest-qualityeducationpossiblebecausethatis whattheydeserve and whattaxpayers
expect. | believe thatasignificant partofthe underfundingforourpublicschools simply
reflects afailure of 20 years of one-partyruleinour state to properly prioritize publiceducation
more generally (e.g., versus systematic tax cuts or the funding of private prisons, both of which
cost state millions) and relatively (e.g., as opposed to the funding of private schools, especially
thosethatoperate for profit).

Itisatruedisservicetoourchildrenandsocietyingeneralthatwhile 90 percentofFlorida
students attend public schools, 90 percent of the conversation in Tallahassee is focused on
everything but publicschools. While some non-profitcharter schools aretrueinspirations, our
state leadership has become beholdentothe for-profit charterindustry,and we cannot
continue to supportthisindustry at the expense of our children and our public school system.
Tothatend, itis reprehensible that we are not funding our public schools to the extent that is
necessary to support our students. Despite being the nation’s third largest state, Floridais a
back-of-the-pack statewhenit comestothe quality of our publicschools. We need fresh
leadershipinTallahasseethat prioritizes ourstudents’ futures. Irecentlyrolled outasix-point
criminal justice reform plan which calls for using the approximately $1 billion in cost savings
fromreducing mass incarceration for nonviolent offenders by 50 percent over the next decade
andlegalizing, regulating,andtaxingrecreational marijuanatogiveourteachersaraise,
renovateandbuild newschools,andimprovetheoverallqualityofourpubliceducation. In
addition, I have made free community college and trade school a critical part of my platform. |
wanttomakeattendingcommunitycollegeortradeschoolfree,sothateveryFloridiancan
havetheopportunitytogetgood paying jobs.
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2. Howwillyou ensure that publicschools are adequately funded and
operate effectively so that all children achieve academic success and reach
their full potential?

As discussed above, the underfunding of public schools reflects the factthat ourelected
representatives have not properly prioritized public education vis-a-vis the other facets of the
state budget. As governor, | will change these priorities so that public education receives the
funding necessary to give our students the highest quality education possible. Inaddition, also
asmentionedabove, mycriminaljusticereformplanwill provide significantnewsources of
fundingforpre-K-12education. Notonlywillwe fullyfund abest-in-class universal pre-K
program, butwewillalsoallocatefundstoelementary, middleandhighschoolssothatour
children are not wanting for opportunities and our teachers are paid commensurate with their
critical role in their students’ lives and society in general. Finally, | have proposed that the sales
taxescollectedfromfirearmandammunitionsales,aswellasaspecialammunitionfee, be
dedicated to the Every Kid Fund for Gun Violence Prevention. This Fund will invest in
prevention and intervention programs, school safety measures, and programs to study and
reducetheepidemicofeverydaygunviolence. Italsowouldreimbursetraumacentersfor
medical costs of treating victims of mass shootings.

3. What efforts will you take to ensure that culturally/critically responsive
instructionisthe normand notthe exception?

Thebestwaytoensurethatourchildrenlearnistoteachinwaysthathelpthemconnecttothe
material and demonstrate that ourinstructors are empowering them socially, emotionally and
culturally, notjustintellectually. Moreover,we mustencourage ourteacherstogive our
students opportunities to cooperate and collaboratein their schoolwork and make connections
to“real-world” applications. Asgovernor, lwill ensurethat partoftheeducation budgetis
dedicated to providing training to teachers in these techniques. Many teachers do notemploy
these instructional techniques not because they don’t want to or do not find them useful, but
simplydonot havethetrainingtoimplementthemsuccessfully. Ourteachersarewholly
focusedonmakingsuretheirstudents succeed,andsowe needtomakesuretheyaregiven
thetools and training to help them do that.
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4, Howdoyou plantoexpand bilingual education opportunities for English
Language Learners and teachers alike?

Like culturally responsiveinstruction, bilingual education s critical to reaching and teaching a
significant part of our public school student population. Ourgoalis to prepare students to be
successful citizens in our communities and bilingual education is critically important to this
mission. Asdiscussedabove,lhavedemonstrated several pathstogreatlyincreasingthe
funding to our public schools, and bilingual educationis an essential program that will benefit
fromthisfunding. Of course, ourbilingual education programs areonlyas good as the
teachers who stand as the cornerstone of such programs. As such, the additional training and
resources provided to them will help make them successful and help jumpstart and continue
our students’ success.

5. How can the government effectively partner with parents and families to
support student and school success - especially in underserved
communities?

As discussed below, | think the government best partners with parents and families by
demonstrating that theirvoices are importantand heard. Governmentand schools canachieve
this by building mutual respectand educating the community thatits inputis crucial.
Government can helpfurtherbyensuringthatforumstake placeattimesand placesthat
consider the restraints on families and parents from underserved communities. Those who
representunderserved communities, includingcommunities of coloras discussed below, must
alsohaveaseatatthetable atthe state level, notjustthelocallevel. Our state leadership
needstolearnfromthese parentsandleadersdirectlysothatprogramsandinitiatives have
true buy-in.
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6. Whatareyougoingtodotoincorporatethevoice, participation,and
leadership from parents in order to close the gap in academic achievement
for students of color?

Real community involvement in schools is essential for ensuring that children are given the
environment they need to succeed. Making sure that parents and community leaders know
thattheschools (andthestate)believetheirinputisvaluableandnecessaryisonlythefirst
step. And this input cannot be limited to only academics or extracurriculars. It mustinvolve
safety (both atschooland getting to school), it mustinvolve community-relevant projects, and
it mustinvolve the additional resources available to students and teachers in the community.
We need parents and communityliaisons to be present so that students have models of
success andleaderstolookupto, especially models thatlook likethem, come fromthe
communities the students live in and face the same issues that students struggle with. While
schoolleadershipneedstohaveastrongvoice,wecannotpretendthatanyonepartyhasa
monopoly on good ideas or worthy methods of engagement, so we must give parents and the
community atlarge avoice. All of these things support students and, consequently, teachers
who canrelyonoutside supportto further advance their lessons.

7. How would you ensure that the constitutional requirement for a safe and
secure school environmentis provided to every child?

Wecannotliveinaworldwhereourstudentsareunsafe. Itisimpossibletoteachorlearninan
environment of fear. Theworld atlargeis dangerous enough and schools must be asafe
spacewhere studentsshare, flourishandlearn. Asdiscussed above, myEveryKid Fundfor
GunViolencePreventionwill provide significant fundingtoensureourchildren’ssafetyin
school. Butthis cannotonlybe about physical school safety measures. We needto attack
someofthese problemsatthe source. We mustexpand MedicaidtoensurethatFloridians
have accesstothe mental healthcare services they need, which will provide a significant
bulwark against school shootings. In addition, studies have shown that if parents have
healthcare insurance, their children are much more likely to be covered. This ensures thatour
students have access to medical care whentheyneedit, which keeps other kids safe and
healthy from communicable diseases. Moreover, the increased funding | will direct to public
educationwill ensure that schools can conduct proper background checks onall school
personnel. Itwill also provide teachers with the training to spot problems before they startand
diffusethemoncetheproblemthreatenstoescalate. Allofthese preventive measures have
enormous potential, and we need agovernor who makes them a priority. I will be thatgovernor.
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