
April is recognized internationally as World Autism Month. It is during the month of April that 

communities all over the world find ways to elevate Autism Awareness. 

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a complex neurological disorder that typically is diagnosed in 

childhood. This developmental disorder can affect the way an individual communicates, learns, 

perceives the environment around them and self-regulates.  

Scientists and the medical community have not yet identified a single cause of ASD, however there have 

been advancements on identifying genetic links to the disorder in some individuals. What the scientific, 

medical and educational communities are confident in knowing is that early diagnosis of ASD leads to 

services and supports that can significantly improve the lives of those living with ASD and their families.  

Through PTA we have a great opportunity to embrace not only our ASD community but also those living 

with other varying disabilities as well. We can do this by promoting awareness throughout the year and 

through inclusive events and programs. Making events accessible and inclusive is so very important, it 

allows all families and students to be able to participate and builds a stronger PTA. Inclusion can look 

different depending on the event. Using closed captioning at a movie event for those who are hard of 

hearing or deaf, brail materials for those who are blind, a quiet area for children with ASD, or audio 

books/materials for those who have difficulty reading. Accessibility can also extend to the English 

Language Learners in your community as well, having materials available in their native language 

whenever possible is a great way to practice inclusion.  

PTA is a leader in celebrating the diversity in our communities and it is in this spirit that we encourage 

you to join us during the month of April and all year long in lifting up those with Autism in your 

communities.  

 


