CURRENT RESTRICTIONS AND SERVICE LIMITATIONS IN WEST PARRY SOUND
It is not business as usual in Ontario and the West Parry Sound area is no exception as we are also impacted by COVID-19.  Below you will find information about current local service interruptions, limitations and restrictions that are in place for permanent and seasonal residents.  For comprehensive information about COVID-19 and Provincial restrictions visit www.ontario.ca/coronavirus.

	 SHOPPING

	Everyone is encouraged to limit shopping trips to once per week, to shop for essential items only and if possible, have one-person shop for the household. Plan ahead and make a list of what you need to limit your number of trips into the store(s) to reduce wait times and lineups.

For new arrivals to the community, you are encouraged to please bring what you need from home and be prepared to self support upon your arrival. This will reduce your time spent waiting in line-ups, reducing your stress and supporting continued social distancing.

Please be patient, positive and friendly to those working in our stores, the combination of COVID-19 procedural changes, staffing shortages, and an influx of seasonal residents arriving for the summer season will cause delays, these staff members are doing their best to serve you in a timely and safe manner.

Remember non-essential businesses that are typically open for the May long remain closed or have limited services such as curb-side pick-up, while they are preparing to serve you after Provincial restrictions are lifted, their services will be limited or not available.

	 GROCERY STORES

	Local grocery stores are well stocked with supplies, however due to measures in place to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and to protect their customers and staff, our grocery stores have special procedures in place to limit the number of people in the stores at one time to ensure physical distancing is possible.
This means delays entering the stores, you will be required to line up and wait your turn to enter. Physical distancing measures are also in place throughout the stores including one-way isles and changes to check out procedures. 

	 HARDWARE STORES & GARDEN CENTRES

	Effective May 8 & 9, 2020 Hardware stores and Garden Centres were permitted to re-open to in-store shopping. Our stores have re-opened however they have procedural changes and restrictions in place to ensure physical distancing is practiced, these include limiting the number of people in the stores.

	 LOCAL RESTAURANTS OFFERING TAKE-OUT OR DELIVERY

	While restaurants have been ordered closed to public access, they are still able to offer take-out or delivery services. 

Click here for a list of food providers in the West Parry Sound Area offering take-out and/or delivery options.

	 BURNING RESTRICTIONS

	There is a Provincial Restricted Fire Zone in place for the entire Parry Sound District.  All burning, including campfires for cooking and warmth, are strictly prohibited. 

An individual caught burning will be given a fine ranging from $250 - $500 per offence and may be charged additional service fees by their Municipality. Additionally, fines and fees could be charged by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF).



	 CROWN LAND CAMPING RESTRICTIONS

	Under the emergency order, no individual can camp on Crown Land while the order is in effect.
 
Any equipment used for the purpose of outdoor recreational accommodation such as a tent, trailer, tent trailer, recreational vehicle, camper-back and any watercraft equipped for overnight accommodation are prohibited on public lands, including those covered by water.

	 MARINAS

	On May 4, 2020 Marinas were added to the essential services list for preparations for future public openings only.  At this time, marinas remain closed to the public, except to facilitate access for persons with a water access property.

	 WATER ACCESS SITES

	Starting the week of May 11, 2020, the Township will begin opening water access sites.

	 NO GROUPS GREATER THAN FIVE

	Public events and social gatherings of more than five people are prohibited by the Province of Ontario.

Get togethers with friends and family members outside of your household resulting in a group greater than five people is strictly prohibited.

	 PHYSICAL DISTANCING ON THE WATER

	Physical distancing rules still apply, even on the water. If you need to go out on the water, please take precautions to ensure you are being safe and continuing to distance from others, this means no beaching your boat next to someone else and no rafting up while on the water.



	 TRAVEL BETWEEN COMMUNITIES

	Traveling outside of your community for any reason puts yourself and others at risk of contracting COVID-19. Although it may seem harmless to go out of the area to do your grocery shopping or visit a family member, you risk spreading the virus to another community or bringing it back to your own.
Car accidents, breakdowns and unplanned bathroom breaks could also risk furthering the spread of the virus.



