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One of the things that struck me in reading through the Book of Exodus is how often the People of Israel lament that ‘if 
only’ we could go back to Egypt, everything would be a ok.

As I read that now, my response was always: ‘Back in Egypt, you know, where you were slaves!?!’ Nearly every time, they 
respond along the lines of, ‘sure, we were slaves. But we had food. Sure, we had no freedoms, but our fleshpots were full. 
Sure, we had to work night and day, but we had water to drink.’

Every time they complain, however, the Lord God address their concern and gives them what they need; yet they still 
grumble! God gives them Manna from heaven, yet they complain that it is always the same. The Lord brings water forth 
from the rock, yet they want more. The Lord provides pheasant for free, every night; man, wouldn’t a steak be nice?’ 

Throughout their journey from slavery in Egypt towards freedom in the Promised Land, the Israelites have this constant 
longing to go back to Egypt, to go back to what they know; even if it is not the greatest. It reminds me of the story of Lot and 
his wife in Genesis: they are leaving a city of depravity, yet Lot’s wife turns back with a sense of longing. She is turned into a 
pillar of salt for her desire, instead of having that desire for the Lord God.

I get it. I really do. When things change in such a dramatic and drastic way, as it did for the Israelites and as is about to 
happen for us, too; the desire to go back to what was normal, what was usual, what was known; can be so very strong. Even 
when we can recognize that it was not a perfect situation, it can such a strong draw to stay where we are comfortable, 
where we are known and where we know what is around.

But when we fall into those traps, it can be even easier to miss what God is doing in our midst. The Israelites certainly did. 
They missed that God was feeding them along their entire journey of forty years. They missed how God quenched their 
thirst. They missed the promptings of the Spirit in leading them to freedom.

Certainly, the moves that we are making today are much less dramatic. We are not slaves. We do not need to be fed or 
provided water on a day by day basis. Yet, we certainly need to be fed and watered spiritually!

When we are longing, solely, for the past, we miss what is happening in the present and where we are headed into the 
future. Yes, I am under no illusions that this will be a challenge, and that there are many, many things to which we will all 
have to adapt; but God is faithful to His promises. God is true to His care and concern.

Yes, it is good to acknowledge and celebrate the past. But we also confidently look towards the future as God continues to 
lead us into this new reality.

JUNE 12, 2022

FAITH & FOCUS

https://daytonxii.org/
https://www.stjohntippcity.org/
https://www.stjohntippcity.org/
http://church.stchristopheronline.com/

