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As we continue our journey through the parallels of the Beacons of Light and the Book of Exodus, what struck me 

reading through Exodus is that God tells all the Israelites that He has something better in mind for them, but He does 

not reveal the full picture. He waits to let them experience it as He reveals it. 

And man, is that tough. 

They want to know. We want to know. What will this new reality that God is leading us into, what will this be like? Yes, 

God promises us all these things. Yes, the diocese has promised all of these things. But we do not yet have definitive 

answers. 

And this tension is on multiple levels, too. What will the new Mass schedule be? I don’t know. How will the staff be 

structured? I don’t know. What offices will be open when? Again, I don’t know. 

I wish I did. I wish I could unfold that plan, now, for the next five years. I wish I could layout, step by step, what we are 

going to do and when we are going to do it. 

As I am sure Moses wished he could lay out the plan that God was revealing to the Israelites. But no, God made him wait 

so that he, and through him all the Israelites, too, could slowly grow in trust of God’s promises. Promises that were 

made hundreds of years prior to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; promises that seemed to be lost, yet are still there. 

All of which gives me great courage for what we are facing. Because God knows the circumstance we are walking into. 

God knows that He is leading us into a type of the wilderness, as He led the Israelites into a wilderness. 

But He does not reveal His plan until they are there. Pharaoh is willing to let them go into the desert at one point, but 

only with a limited supply. The response Moses gives is telling: ‘No, we must go with all our possessions because we do 

not know how or with what we are to worship God until we get there.’ 

After all, worship is what drives the Exodus. The request Moses makes to Pharaoh is that: ‘Let my people go so that we 

can go into the wilderness in order to worship Our God as He requests.’ 

The same thing applies here: the heart of the Beacons of Light planning program has been about the centrality of the 

Mass in the life of the Church. After all, the Mass is the source and summit of the Catholic Faith! Everything else flows 

from and leads back towards our celebration of the Most Holy Eucharist. 

So I know God has a plan and if we keep the centrality of the Eucharist at the heart of what we are doing, it will all be ok. 

And God’s blessings will come to pass for us as we move forward with this plan, even though there are still so many 

details that we want to know but can’t know just quite yet. 

My goal remains: when I know things, I will announce them as quickly and openly as I can. 
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