
January is National Radon Action Month. The Connecticut Department of Public Health’s
“Basic Radon Facts” provides the following information on radon (CT DPH, January 2021):

Radon levels in outdoor air pose a low threat to human health. However, radon can enter
homes from surrounding soil and become a health hazard inside. Breathing radon over
prolonged periods may damage lung tissue. Exposure to radon is the leading cause of lung
cancer in nonsmokers in the United States, with the U.S Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) estimating that radon causes more than 20,000 lung cancer deaths in the country
per year. 

Testing for radon is the only way to know if it is in your home. The best time to test for
radon is now, in the colder season between the months of November through March when
your windows and outside doors are closed majority of the time.

The EPA recommends that homeowners may want to consider fixing their homes for radon
levels between 2pCi/L and 4 pCi/L. Radon problems can be corrected by qualified radon
mitigation contractors. The approximate cost of a radon mitigation (reduction) system in
CT is $1,200. To obtain a list of qualified radon mitigation contractors, please visit the DPH
Radon Program web site at www.ct.gov/dph/radon.

QVHD is offering a limited number of free radon test kits to residents. Residents in the
towns of Bethany, Hamden, North Haven, and Woodbridge can reserve a free radon test
kit for pick up at the health district located at 1151 Hartford Turnpike in North Haven.
Supplies are limited, so please reserve by calling: (203) 248-4528 or e-mailing:
info@qvhd.org. Radon test kits can also be purchased from the American Lung Association
(1-800-LUNG-USA or www.lung.org), home improvement stores/local hardware stores, or
can be done by a qualified tester. Visit CT DPH Radon Program website for a list of
qualified radon measurement professionals. 

Additional resources: https://www.epa.gov/radon      www.ct.gov/dph/radon 
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Radon is a naturally occurring,
radioactive gas released in rock, soil, and
water formed from the breakdown of
uranium. You can’t see radon or smell it.

http://www.ct.gov/dph/radon
http://www.lung.org/
http://www.ct.gov/dph/radon
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With the winter months upon us, take
time to prepare and keep you & your
loved ones safe this season.

Stay Safe this Winter 
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