Completing Our Renovation ••••••••••••••••••••••••
I think it’s fair to say that even the least enthusiastic
proponents of our recent interior church renovation
have grown to understand and appreciate the
improvements that were made! Our goal was to
raise our hearts and minds to our Trinitarian God.
It is hoped that this vertical movement will in turn
inspire us to serve Him in our neighbor after we
have been commissioned at the end of Mass to “go
in peace, glorifying the Lord by our lives.”

stewardship of the funds that were raised for the
church renovation, we have money in reserve for
this final phase. Therefore, this will not require an
additional fundraising campaign. That being said,
those who are passionate about beauty and liturgy
may feel compelled to financially support this phase,
helping us to create a reflection of the heavenly
mysteries. Feel free to contact David Koch, our
Stewardship Director, for additional information.

I receive many compliments about our renovation
each week. I quickly give credit to the many people
who contributed to the campaign that supported
the renovation. It was your faithful stewardship that
made it happen, and I am exceedingly grateful!

Thirdly, as for the timing, we will begin this project
on January 6, 2020, and anticipate it being done
prior to Holy Week. It will include a lot of scaffolding
and some inconveniences for sure. Some pews will
be out of commission during the winter months.
Of course, we will be addressing the need for space
There is one aspect of the renovation that we did
for funerals, perhaps using nearby parish churches.
not complete, however. We felt like we needed more
Information about where daily Masses will be held
time to discern what to do with the vast white space
is forthcoming.
in the sanctuary. While it was an improvement to
lighten the sanctuary, we knew that eventually we So why now? Well, the answer to that question must
would add some color and design to complete this consider our very busy parish liturgical schedule,
backdrop. At this point, the artists among us see it which some may not fully appreciate without some
as a blank slate.
explanation. We need a window of time that won’t
disrupt major feasts, such as Christmas and Easter,
We are working with Conrad Schmitt, the liturgical
as well as parish celebrations like First Communion
studio that designed and built our stained glass
and Confirmation. In addition, and probably most
windows, and a committee of parish interior
importantly, we need a window of time that does
designers. We have discerned a vision for this final
not disrupt our scheduled weddings, which have
aspect of the renovation. Two images of their
dramatically increased. At this point, we have 45
stunning design are included on the other side of
weddings scheduled in the next 18 months (not
this sheet. The gold and the stars in the “Marian
coincidentally since the renovation)! That number
blue” sky speak of the great foretaste of heaven we
will most definitely increase in the next few weeks,
experience at each Mass, and the fleur-de-lis is a
as many get engaged at Christmas.
traditional Marian symbol. I believe it is a beautiful
culmination of the renovation.
Miraculously, we found a window of time from
January through Lent in which to complete this
I want to address three questions concerning this
final phase. We feel now is the time to finish what
final aspect of the renovation. First, this is not an
we started.
added project, but the project’s final phase.
Our priority, of course, is to continue focusing our I continue to be excited and enthusiastic about the
fundraising efforts on the Parish Life Center that many inspiring things that happen at Our Lady of
will begin this spring/summer. Second, because of Mount Carmel, and I hope you are, too!
your generous stewardship as well as the responsible
-Fr. Richard Doerr
OLMC Pastor
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