
Here is a brief overview of our preliminary thoughts on reopening school (from Sr. Maria 
Benedicta on July 10, 2020: 

• School Calendar:  
• We will begin our school year with in-person classes on August 12 and follow 

the school calendar we established for the 2020-21 academic year. Our in-
person classes will take place every day Monday through Friday. We plan on 
keeping all of our vacation days as previously scheduled 

• Pre-screening:  
• Both students and staff will sign an agreement that they will pre-screen for 

Covid-19 symptoms before coming to school each day. 
• Students who have a fever of 100 degrees or higher will be required to wait 

72 hours before returning to school. 

• Social Distancing:  
• We plan on maintaining social distance measures the best we can throughout 

the school day. Desks will be separated into rows, and students will be 
seated facing forward.    

• We are reviewing our daily procedures and discerning ways we can lessen 
traffic flow inside and outside of school (ie. morning and afternoon carpool, 
during lunch and excess times, etc.) 

• Classes normally go to 8 am Mass on M, W, and F each week. In an attempt 
to socially distance the students, one-third of the classes will go to Mass on 
Monday, the other third will go on Wednesdays, and the last third will go to 
Mass on Fridays. Therefore, we will start off the year with students attending 
an 8 am Mass once a week instead of 3 times a week. 

• Limiting Transmission:  
• Staff members will be trained to recognize the signs of Covid-19 before the 

1st day of school. 
• We will be restricting the number of visitors and volunteers to our school. Any 

essential visitors (outside maintenance personnel, etc.) will be asked to wear 
a mask in the school building.    

• Play areas for recess will be more spread out. 
• We will have a designated room separate from the nurse’s clinic where 

students with Covid-19 symptoms can be isolated while they wait to be picked 
up by their parents. 

• Extra time for hand-washing will be given to students throughout the 
day. Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms. 

• Student sharing of classroom materials will be limited as much as possible. If 
class items must be shared, they will be wiped down properly between uses. 

• High traffic and frequently touched areas will be diligently cleaned and 
disinfected each day. 

• There will be no field trips for 1st and 2nd quarters. 
• Students who are quarantined will receive excused absences.     

• Masks:  



• Students and staff will be required to have a mask at school with them each 
day. They will be required to wear them at times (ie. crowded areas in the 
hallway, waiting areas in the atrium, etc.), but will not be required to wear 
them during instructional time in the classroom. Any student or staff member 
that feels more comfortable wearing a mask consistently throughout the day 
is welcome to do so. 

• Lunch: 
• We will not have a lunch program (Campus Cuisine) for 1st and 2nd 

quarter. Students will need to bring their own lunch and beverage to school 
each day. No beverages will be available for purchase. 

• We will only have 4 parent volunteers to help with lunch each day. Their 
duties will include supervising lunch and cleaning/disinfecting tables before 
the next class arrives. These parent volunteers will wear a mask and gloves 
while assisting in the cafeteria. 

• Students will physically spread out more while they are eating lunch. 

• Water Bottles:  
• Every student will have to bring a refillable water bottle to school each 

day. There will be designated areas where students can refill their water 
bottles.  

• These bottles need to be taken home each day for cleaning; glass water 
bottles cannot be brought to school. 

 

• Family Contingency Plan for child care. Honestly speaking, no one can foresee 
when parents might receive a phone call from the school informing them that their 
child/ren will need to be picked up from school and enter into a 2 week period of 
quarantine. Having a plan already set in place for such circumstances will reduce the 
amount of stress on a family. I hope and pray that our school families will be safe 
and healthy throughout the year, but no one can guarantee such fortune. In the end, 
we need to be reasonably prepared and then trust in God’s loving care for us. May 
we live in the hope that comes from Christ and rest securely under Our Lady’s 
mantle, who loves us more than we could ever know or imagine. 

 

• At this time, OLMC School is not planning on offering an online option for 
learning at home. Our current plan centers around in-person classroom learning, 
which we strongly believe is the best and most effective way for students to 
learn. However, we will work with families that experience longer term school 
absences due to Covid-19 guidelines by offering online options.  

 

 


