
Commissioner Wilson, Commissioner Echols, President Flor, President 
Richenhagen, Dr. Jordan, colleagues from the consular corps,  
dear partners, friends, ladies and gentlemen, 

  

welcome and thank you very much for accepting my invitation.  

I am grateful and I feel humbled that you all came, and some of you from 
hundreds of miles away.  

Looking back at the past three years, I think I could not have come to the 
US at a better and more interesting time.  

When I arrived in Atlanta in the summer of 2015, the presidential 
nomination was in full swing. Then came the migration crisis in Europe, the 
electoral campaign in the US, the Brexit and then Donald Trump was elected 
President of the United States, very much to the surprise of most European 
observers.  

Migration, the wall, Obama care, defense, climate change, Iran, Syria, 
Russia, North Korea, tax reform and trade were and are core issues for the 
president. TTP was shelved, NAFTA was reopened and TTIP was put on hold. 
The tax reform was successfully implemented. The US economy is doing 
very well and so is Germany’s economy, although some economists point to 
dark clouds at the horizon.  

In 2015, the US became Germany’s biggest trading partner. Last year, it 
was number three behind China and the Netherlands.  

But the US is still our biggest export market, however, with a US trade 
deficit of 50 billion Euro. This is much less than the 350 billion US Dollar 
deficit to China, but enough for critical remarks from the president and for 
some problems in our trade relations.  

Two weeks ago, it seems, reason prevailed and President Trump and 
Commission President Juncker agreed in a political statement that we 
should rather abolish tariffs and further open our markets and that is really 
good news.  

Now Europe must remain united - and than let us hope that appropriate, 
balanced, mutually beneficial solutions will be found.  

The same is true for US-China relations, for NAFTA and for the problems we 
all have in our trade and investment dealings with China. 

This is a grand picture as it unfolded between Washington, Berlin and 
Brussels in the past 3 years and I had the privilege to watch these events 
from a very comfortable position here in Atlanta.  

Was I ever really concerned about German-US relations in these years? 
Actually: No.  

Yes, we have some controversies and our interests are not always the same, 
politicians must take care of the sentiments of their home constituencies 
and the media often love bad news. But responsible governments should 
talk and negotiate and find common ground, as we always did. There is so 



much substance in the transatlantic relationship that our links will not easily 
be damaged.  

My experience here in the South gives proof of the quality and depth of our 
relations. Governments here very much value open borders, free trade and 
foreign investment. The Southeast is an important and successful region, 
twice the size of Germany with nearly 40 mio. inhabitants and it is not by 
chance that this region in the past decades became the hub of German 
industrial investment in the US. More than a thousand German companies 
have created more than one hundred thousand jobs. And many more, when 
you consider jobs in supplier industries. 

No, I am not concerned about German-US or EU-US relations. We have 
broad mutual interests, we benefit from each other - and after all we are 
partners and friends. 

Ladies and gentlemen, you here in this room quite perfectly represent the 
most important contacts the German Consulate General in Atlanta has in 
this region and I want to express my deep gratitude to you. 
 
I want to say thank you to the government of Georgia, to Commissioner Pat 
Wilson for the excellent support for the consulate, for German industry and 
individuals. I want to thank you for your commitment to the relations 
between Germany and Georgia and because your door has always been  
open for our needs. 
 
I want to thank the Georgia Public Service Commission, Commissioner Tim 
Echols for our links in energy issues. The German consulate will continue to 
organize events on renewable energy, sustainability and climate change 
and we are looking forward to our continued partnership. 
 
I want to thank the city of Atlanta, our host and great partner and supporter. 
The next conference project of the consulate will take place here in Atlanta 
in September on urban transportation and then, in October, we are looking 
forward to a major US-wide public relation campaign, also to be opened 
here in Atlanta. Director Vanessa Ibarra, thank you very much.  
 
And many thanks Jorge Fernandez from Metro Atlanta Chamber. Whereever I 
went in Atlanta - you were already there. And the same is true for Phil 
Bolton and Global Atlanta: covering international business from a local 
perspective. Many thanks for coming today. 
 
In the Southeast, ladies and gentlemen, German industry plays an 
important role.  
 
BMW in Spartanburg is possibly the biggest German industrial investment in 
the US. It is the biggest BMW plant in the world and the biggest exporter of 
cars in the US. President Knudt Flor, you are probably a busy man. Many 
thanks for coming all the way from South Carolina and many thanks for 
being a great partner for the consulate on many occasions.  



 
Germany's biggest company is Volkswagen from my home state of Lower 
Saxony. Thank you Vice President Nicole Koesling for coming all the way 
from Chattanooga. 
 
Kühne & Nagel is a logistic giant. Vice President Jürgen Gentzke, thank you 
for being a great partner in routine and in crisis operations and for your 
support through the German American Cultural Foundation. 
 
It is not only the big companies, however, it is also the small and medium 
companies in manufacturing and services that play such an important role. 
Peter Halpaus, you created and you manage one of these successful 
companies. I should like to thank you for many years of valuable assistance 
granted to the consulate. 
 
Our closest partner here in Atlanta, ladies and gentlemen, is the German 
American Chamber of Commerce of the South. Many thanks to the former 
Chairman of the GACC, Martin Richenhagen for advancing German business 
interest in the US, for doing so with a clear vision and for never being shy of 
taking a clear position. And many more thanks for doing so while being 
President of AGCO, a world leader in agricultural equipment with several 
plants in Germany. 
 
I am particulary greatful to the President of GACC, Stefanie Ziska and 
former President Martina Stellmaszek. We have been constantly at the 
phone, we did many things together, we jointly toured our district and our 
cooperation could not have been any better. Thank you both very much! 
 
Many thanks to Tine Hoffmeister for your great work in Alabama in 
advancing the Germany-Alabama partnership. 
 
Germany's cultural presence in Atlanta is upheld by the Goethe-Zentrum in 
close partnership with Alliance Francaise. Miriam Bruns has been the power 
house of the Goethe-Zentrum for many years and now she is organizing the 
PR-campaign Year of Germany from Washington as a member of the Goethe 
Institut. Thank you Miriam for more than a decade of outstanding 
achievements and for coming today all the way from Washington.  
 
I should like thank Dr. Jennifer Gerndt for successfully taking over the helm 
of the Goethe-Zentrum and I should like to thank Barry Spurlock. Without 
your efforts and dedication, Barry, there probably would not be a Goethe-
Zentrum in Atlanta. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, I would have never even thought about coming to 
Atlanta if there would not have been a good international school. The 
importance of this institution for expatriates like me cannot be 
overestimated. Thank you very much Headmaster Kevin Glass for very 
successfully managing and advancing this institution. Thank you for 



teaching my children and thank you for always being a most helpful partner.  
 
Universities have great influence in the Southeast and they often shape the 
landscape. This is certainly true for Georgia Tech and for Auburn University. 
Thank you Prof. Alasdair Young, thank you Prof. Ana Gramberg for accepting 
my invitation and for our joint events. 
 
Another institution that shapes the international flair of Atlanta is the World 
Affairs Council. Ambassador Charles Shapiro, Cedric Suzman: Thank you for 
our cooperation on a number of occasions. I really wish I had joined more of 
your fantastic events.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, I am very happy and greatful about the close 
relationship the German consulate maintains with the active Jewish 
community in Atlanta. Germany has a historic obligation and a commitment 
to the Jewish people and to the state of Israel. Debbie Neese, Dov Wilker, 
thank you for the numerous invitations I got from you and happily accepted, 
for the contacts I gained and for your warmth and friendship.  
 
Atlanta has a great Consular Corps and the government of Georgia takes 
good care of us. Many thanks to to my great colleagues, Judith, Shane, 
Takashi, William, Javier, Nadine, Kim, John - it was always inspiring to meet 
you, to talk with you, to jointly organize events and to tour our consular 
district with you. Special thanks to Honorary Consul General Ferdinand 
Seefried und Honorary Consul George Novak, representing with distinction 
Austria and the Czech Republic, two countries I feel particularly close to. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, in a huge consular district of 6 states the German 
consulate in Atlanta would be lost without our Honorary Consuls. We 
currently have 6 Honorary Consuls and one more is coming. Peyton 
Prospere, Michael Johnson and Klaus Becker: I cannot say how grateful I am 
to you. In more than 37 years of public service I have nowhere found a more 
loyal, dedicated and highly motivated team of honorary consuls - and we 
don't even pay you. I know that our newest member will fit well into this 
group. This is still subject to approval by the Department of State – and with 
this caveat, welcome to the team Elizabeth Gibbes from Charleston.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, there are some personalities here who do not fit into 
a category but are very close partners and friends of the consulate, 
sometimes already for decades. Tom Harrold, Craig Lesser and Teri 
Simmons, many thanks for our meetings and our talks from which I learned 
a lot. 
 
Last, but not least I should like to thank the doyen of the German 
community in Atlanta, the founder of the German-American Chamber of 
Commerce, business man, chairman of the Halle foundation, a great partner 
and advisor and the man who made it possible that we can meet at this 
prestigious club today: Dr. Eike Jordan, please allow me to express my 



thanks and appreciation for your help and your guidance.  
 
My very final thanks go to those men and women who do the real work at 
the German Consulate in Atlanta, who serve the German, the US and the 
international community in all their dealings with Germany: the expatriat 
and local staff of the consulate. They are represented here by Consul and 
Chancelor Olaf Ladegast, Consul Ansgar Kremnitzer, our Communications 
Director Constance Heery and my assistant Stephan Wünsch. It has always 
been my greatest privilege to know that the consulate will do an excellent 
job when I am not around.  
 
This weekend my wife, my son and I will move to Copenhagen. 
 
My successor here in Atlanta - finally, for the first time, 114 years after 
establishing a professional German consulate in Atlanta - will be a woman.  
Mrs. Heike Fuller, who currently serves as DCM at our Embassy in Lisbon, 
Portugal. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, I had 3 wonderful years in the Southeast. I have 
tried to make a little contribution here and there to fostering German-US 
relations. I have enjoyed southern hospitality and I have criss-crossed in 
these years not only my consular district but almost the entire US.  
 
I already miss this place  
and Georgia will always be on my mind.  
 
Thank you all very much. 
 


