
CCSM Pledge on
Creation Care & the Climate Emergency
The Congregational Church of San Mateo, United Church of Christ, acknowledges the damage human civilization has done to the earth. We at CCSM express a profound concern for the environmental, economic, and social problems resulting from climate change that negatively impact all of creation, including human communities, the animal world, and traditional sacred spaces. We at CCSM commit to actively practice the deeply held Christian value of creation care and to become responsible stewards of God's creation. We recognize that the transition to a fossil fuel-free economy will cause hardships for those impacted including the possible loss of a job and the need to transition to a new type of work. We at CCSM commit to assisting those church members who are impacted by this transition and seek support from CCSM.

WE RESOLVE to urge all church members and their families to practice sustainability in their daily lives at home, at work, at school, and/or with travel. This includes taking actions that lower the family's carbon footprint including reducing fossil fuel use and transitioning to all electricity use. We further urge church members and their families to practice sustainability while at CCSM. This includes recycling, conserving water, and maximizing the use of renewable, clean energy generated by our solar canopy. We also encourage church members to participate in activities organized by CCSM to help learn more about and address the climate emergency.

WE FURTHER RESOLVE to demand the United States government as well as state and local governments in California respond to the climate emergency with great urgency and bold leadership. We support the current goals of the federal government for U.S. greenhouse gas emissions to be reduced by 50% by 2030 and to fully eliminate emissions by 2050. We also demand U.S. corporations achieve net zero emissions by 2050 as they strive to become fully sustainable in their business operations, product offerings, and services.

WE LASTLY RESOLVE that all segments of our church operations address the climate emergency via its decisions, investments, educational, and advocacy efforts. Specifically, we resolve to convert our church campus located at 225 Tilton Ave in San Mateo into a green sustainable campus with its facilities and operations that will serve as an open resilient hub for the surrounding community in times of emergencies.
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