Did you know that our Annual Conference is working for social justice throughout our world?  As a part of this mission, at our Annual Conference meeting this past June, the Body approved two recommendations that were presented by the Task Force on Peace with Justice in Palestine/Israel that will help our Annual Conference to be faithful to this mission.
The first of these recommendation calls on each local congregation and the administrative arms of our conference to avoid purchasing products from Hewlett-Packard.  This corporation is the main supplier of computer technology for the Israeli military and for the security groups who oversee the Israeli settlements that are built on Palestinian lands in opposition to international policies.    
The second recommendation calls on all conference personnel who are eligible to participate in the investment plans provided through the conference to move their investments into the Equity Social Values Plus Fund (ESVPF).  This fund, also offered through Wespath, was created to help those investing to do so in a socially conscious way, while avoiding companies who are involved in the Israeli occupation, or are known for poor ecological practices throughout the world.   
The Task Force on Peace with Justice in Palestine/Israel would love to hear from you about how your congregation is helping us as a conference live into our mission for peace and justice throughout the world.  Have you been able to change to a different provider for your technology needs?  Has your pastor changed her/his investment plan?  Please contact one of the task force members listed below by e-mail to let us know what your congregation is doing, or to inquire of us how we can walk beside you as we seek to live into the vision and mission of God’s church.

Peace,

Pastor Gary Kubitz 
First United Methodist Church of Voorheesville 
The Upper NY Annual Conference Task Force on Peace with Justice in Palestine/Israel

Linda Bergh:  lindagarybergh@gmail.com
Gary Doupe:  gdoupe@stny.rr.com
Gary Kubitz:   kubi514@yahoo.com
Karen Peterson:  dpeterson1@stny.rr.com
Merle Showers:   revshowers@gmail.com
