EVENTS

Family Fun Day, Saturday, April 27, St. Paul's UMC, Castleton

St Paul’s UMC, 1583 Carney Rd., Castleton is hosting a family fun day on Saturday April 27! From 10 AM to 3 PM we will have a bounce house, face painting, craft vendors, and food for sale. Church members will be present to share the love of Jesus and welcome visitors. A special dance performance by Boland School of Irish Dance is scheduled for noon. We hope to celebrate Spring and local community with you; see you there!

Concert, Sunday, April 28, Calvary UMC, Latham

A Program of Classics for Piano and Clarinet, featuring Natalia Shevchuk and Stephen Poppel at 3 PM at Calvary UMC, 15 Ridge Place, Latham. For more information, call (518) 785-5142. Featuring works by Camille Saint-Saens, Johannes Brahms, Witold Lutoslawski and Robert Muczynski. A free-will offering will be taken to support the music ministries of Calvary UMC. Light refreshments will be available. Free parking.

General Conference Watch Party and Fellowship, Monday, April 29, First UMC , Schenectady

Join us for the start of the second week of General Conference as we watch the opening worship and plenary session together, play games/do puzzles and generally connect during this pivotal event in the life of the UMC. We will discuss other potential watch events as the agenda solidifies. We'll meet beginning at 8 AM on Monday, April 29 at First UMC Schenectady, 603 State St., Schenectady. If you have questions, please contact Michele Cole, micheleacole@yahoo.com

Volunteers needed for Operation: Home Repair
Submit application by May 1

Volunteers are needed for the 2024 Operation: Home Repair, a summer home repair mission project based in and around Schoharie County. This unique effort brings critical home repairs to neighbors as a collaborative effort of the Mosaic Cooperative Parish of United Methodist Churches, a group of 10 churches working together on the southeastern edge of the Upper New York Conference. This year repairs will take place over two weeks, July 8 - July 19, and volunteers may participate for any or all of that time period, including the weekend. While skilled volunteers are always valuable, you do not have to have any particular skill to volunteer. Projects will likely include repairing decking, plumbing, building ramps, installing gutters, repairing leaky roofs, painting, and outdoor clean-up.
 
Volunteers are welcome from all across the Conference. Youth aged 18 and under must be accompanied and supervised by a parent or youth leader. Housing can be arranged for volunteers coming from further away. Lunch, water and coffee will be provided on site for all volunteers. 
 
If you feel called to join in this impactful mission work, please complete this volunteer application and submit by May 1. Any questions may be directed to Cobleskill United Methodist Church at cobyumc107@gmail.com.

Storytelling Night, Wednesday, May 1, First UMC, East Greenbush

On Wednesday, May at 7 PM, we welcome Bruce France from Braver Angels as guest speaker for our monthly Storytelling. Braver Angels conducts workshops in which participants on both sides of an issue improve their skills for engaging in constructive conversations. Mr. France will share his journey with Braver Angels as a local moderator of workshops, alliance co-chair and national Organizer Co-chair. Refreshments will be served. The church is located at 1 Gilligan Rd., East Greenbush.

Voices of Faith Concert, Saturday, May 4, Westport Federated Church

We are honored to present the Voice of Faith from 7 PM to 8 PM Saturday, May 4 at the Westport Federated Church, 6486 Main St., Westport. They are a quartet whose members have come from the Plattsburgh State Gospel Choir. We anticipate a great time of music, singing and interactive participation. $20 donation suggested.

Come join us before the concert for a Taco and Nacho Bar from 5 PM to 7 PM. $10 adults; $6 ages 5-11; free for children under 5.

For more information on the Voices of Faith please visit:
www.facebook.com/TheVoicesofFaith

(New) Change the World May Events, First UMC of East Greenbush, 1 Gilligan Rd., East Greenbush

Call (518) 477-9693 for more information on any of the events

We have a variety of activities designed to put our faith in action and all are invited to join. We will also be filling shoeboxes with basic items for the needy in Appalachia. 

Sunday, May 5, 9 AM- Noon Drive-thru Food Donation for the VA Hospital Residents and Concerns-U Food Pantry by the Church Garage. All nonperishable items will be accepted, but what they really need are toiletries, reusable bags, peanut butter, jelly (in plastic containers), coffee, creamer, and sugar.

Saturday, May 18, Food Truck Festival and Community Fair 11:30 AM- 3:30 PM located in the Church Parking lot. We will be having Michele’s Lemonade, Living the Dream Food Cart, Nick’s Lighthouse and Hesinburger. There will also be a bake sale, more vendors to shop from and live music. Please bring your lawn chair and hang out with us for the day.

Sunday, May 19, Card Making and Sewing Projects 10:30 AM-11:45 AM Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, May 19, Van Rensselaer Heights Reception 10:45 AM-11:45 AM 400 Forbes Ave, Rensselaer, NY

Sunday May 19 Luncheon for Volunteers Noon-1 PM Fellowship Hall

Free Concert, Sunday, May 5, First UMC, Schenectady

Join us at 3 PM Sunday, May 5 for a free concert in the First UMC Sanctuary, when we host the Seipp/Sheets Duo for a diverse and rousing program, featuring Chuck Seipp on Trumpet (The US Army Band, Pershing's Own (SGM retired)) and Randall Sheets on the Organ/Piano (Arlington National Cemetery Ceremonial Organist (retired)). Enjoy an entertaining program of music by Bach, Vivaldi, Handel, Gershwin, Mussorgsky and Freddy Mercury. With several engaging video presentations, an out-of-this-world silent movie, and special tributes to responders and veterans, this will be an enjoyable concert for all ages! 
The church is located at 603 State St., Schenectady.

Pastor Anna Migera Chacha from Tanzania Speaking in NYS. She can come to your church, as well

Pastor Anna started the NGO Living for Others in 2023 to address the poverty in her local community. Her friends and supporters from the southern Adirondack area have invited her to come for the month of May and share her story with churches and community groups. Please feel free to attend an event where she will be speaking. 
 
-- Sunday, May 5 – Community UMC of Chestertown, 11 AM
-- Wednesday, May 8 – Fun with Faith Supper, Christ Church, Glens Falls, 5:30 PM
-- Saturday, May 11– Potluck dinner and presentation, Cobleskill UMC, 6 PM
-- Sunday, May 12 – Cobleskill UMC, 10:30 AM
-- Sunday, May 19 – Ballston Spa UMC, 10 AM
-- Sunday, May 19 – Potluck dinner and presentation, Saratoga Springs, 5 PM
-- Sunday, May 26 – East Greenbush UMC, 9:30 AM
 
Anna is a gifted presenter who will be available to share stories and photos of her work to churches, community organizations and interested groups of any size. If you would like to invite Anna to join your church or a small group to share her story and ministry of love to the people in northwest Tanzania, please contact:
Rev. Roy Hansen, roy777hansen@gmail.com or 
(607) 742-9649

Samaritan Center ZOOM workshop, Wednesday, May 8
with author Jeffrey Munroe

Join us May 8 at 9:30 AM for a ZOOM program, Telling Stories in the Dark: Finding Healing and Hope in Sharing our Sadness, Grief, Trauma, and Pain with Jeffrey Munroe.
 
The French philosopher and mystic Simone Weil wrote that the greatness of Christianity is not that it gives us a remedy from suffering but instead gives us a use for it because suffering is a part of the meaning of life, not a meaningless thing that destroys life. 

Munroe’s new book Telling Stories in the Dark: Finding Healing and Hope in Sharing our Sadness, Grief, Trauma, and Pain is a collection of stories about people who have not just experienced traumatic suffering but have done redemptive things with their pain. In the workshop on May 8, Munroe will share a few of the stories found in the book and lead a discussion on resilience, hope, and healing in the midst of grief and trauma. 
 
This workshop is $20 to attend with Continuing Education credit offered to members of the Clergy. Please register as soon as possible to ensure availability. Telling Stories in the Dark: Finding Healing and Hope in Sharing our Sadness, Trauma, and Pain (constantcontactpages.com)

(New) Thrift Shop 50th Anniversary Celebration, Tuesday, May 14, Ballston Spa UMC

Please join us to celebrate the Upper Room Thrift Shop's 50th Anniversary! We are located at the Ballston Spa UMC, 101 Milton Ave., Ballston Spa. Our anniversary celebration is on May 14, from 9:30 AM to Noon. There will be cookies to celebrate at the south entrance to the church. Thank you for your support of 50 years! 
 
﻿(New) Pizza and a movie, Friday, May 17, Burnt Hills UMC

The Social Justice Action Group of Burnt Hills UMC invites you and your neighbors to pizza and movie, "1946: The Mistranslation that Shifted a Culture," at 6 PM Friday, May 17. Learn about this mistranslation of the Bible and how it has adversely affected LGBTQ+ population. If you are trying to learn more about what and why of becoming a reconciling United Methodist, this is a must see. Please call, text or email Cathy Bryson to RSVP, though not required. (518) 428-9691. Or catbryson@aol.com. ALSO, you can watch this movie at home on your computer at eventive.org for a small fee (it's available now).

Schenectady Pride Festival, Saturday, June 1; Albany Pride Parade and Festival, Sunday, June 9; Saratoga Pride Festival, Sunday, June 23

The Burnt Hills Social Justice ministry is going to Pride! Would you like to join us? Walk in the parade? Share table space? Please let us know so we can reserve enough room by emailing bhumcsocialjustice@gmail.com or calling/texting (518) 414-0967. The Schenectady Festival is from 2 PM to 7 PM on Saturday, June 1; the Albany Parade and Festival is at 11:30 AM Sunday, June 9 and the Saratoga Festival is from 1 PM to 5 PM Sunday, June 23. To view the poster, click here.

(New) Selection of Staged Readings, Saturday, June 29, Hope UMC, Troy

Hope UMC Presents a Selection of Staged Readings from Spoon River Anthology by Edgar Lee Masters, Adapted and Directed By Lora Lee Ecobelli at 7 PM Saturday, June 29. Cost: $10 per person. Desserts will be available. The Blue Horse Repertory Acting Company will present a series of staged readings from Spoon River Anthology by Edgar Lee Masters. Written in 1915 Spoon River Anthology is a collection of short free-verse poems that collectively narrate the epitaphs of the citizens of Spoon River. The funds raised from this event will help support Hope’s Mission Projects: Justice for Orphans (Careportal-Rensselaer County), Joseph’s House and Shelter (Troy), Sidewalk Warriors (Troy), Capital District Youth for Christ, Veterans Miracle Center, Equipping Leaders International, Pastor David Waako (Uganda), Troy Area United Ministries (TAUM). Hope UMC (566 Brunswick Road, Troy) is located at the corner of Route 2 and Garfield Road in the Town of Brunswick. For more information call 518-279-3567.

Travel to Africa University with UNY: February 2025
 
United Methodists of Upper New York have the opportunity to travel across the world to visit Africa University (AU) in Zimbabwe next year. The 10-day trip allows travelers to meet with students and witness a class in progress while learning about Africa and its culture. 
Travel with Bishop Héctor, Dr. Roger and Mrs. Claudia Ellis, and others from UNY from Feb. 12-21, 2025. AU is a ministry of The United Methodist Church and the UNY pilgrimage is your opportunity to see and experience the faithfulness of United Methodists and others.  
Read more 
View flyer 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Grant application for UNY United Women in Faith Conference Project Grant available

Please find attached a Grant application for the UNY UWF (UMW) Conference Project Grants (see below). Please note the application has changed since last year.  These grants are open to non-profit community and faith-based organizations which follow the teachings of Jesus Christ and address the needs of women, children and youth within the boundaries of our conference. Deadline to apply: May 23. For more information, contact Tammy Nist at 607-235-1102. To download the application, click here.

United Women in Faith invite young women to apply for grant to study abroad

NEW YORK — Lay women ages 21 to 35 who wish to travel and study abroad are invited to apply for the Theressa Hoover Community Service and Global Citizenship Award. Applications will be accepted until July 9. Priority will be given to projects involving climate or racial justice.
Read press release

Employment opportunities at 
﻿Skye Farm Camp and Retreat Center

Working at camp can be a life-changing experience, and the bonds you develop with your fellow staff can last a lifetime. Staff develop better oral communication skills, critical thinking and problem-solving, interpersonal and leadership skills, collaborative skills, and creativity. Join us a counselor, lifeguard, program staff, cook, kitchen assistant or maintenance assistant. Apply here: skyefarm.campbrainstaff.com or contact Skye Farm Camp Director Robyn Vernon at robynvernon@unyumc.org or (518) 494-7170 for more information.

Skye Farm Camp and Retreat Center is also looking for a physician, RN, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant to cover for 2 weeks this coming summer (July 28-Aug 2 and Aug. 4-9.) The camp is located in Warrensburg, NY.

Contact Site Director Robyn Vernon at robynvernon@unyumc.org or (518) 494-7170 for more information. 

To visit the camp's website, click here.

Registration Open for Skye Farm Camp Summer Camp!

In the summer months we host a resident Christian summer camp where all youth from ages 6 to 18 are invited to spend a week or more at one of our exciting summer camp programs. Click here to view the program offerings and to register. Skye Farm site director Robyn Vernon would be happy to visit your church to talk about Skye Farm programs and opportunities to support the camp and how to provide scholarships to campers. Contact her at robynvernon@unyumc.org or (518) 494-7170 to arrange a visit.

(New) Aldersgate hiring summer staff

To view the flyer, click here. To visit the camp and retreat center's website, click here. The camp is located at 7955 Brantingham Rd, Greig, New York 13345.


