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OF THE REDWOODS


Needs more



Are you interested in…..

· Helping to educate tomorrow’s legal community

· Helping teens develop confidence and public speaking skills

· Showing teens how to present an argument 

· Teaching them how to advocate for their peers and their community

· Help teens understand the justice system and working to find solutions to crime.
To find out more information:

Please call: 707-444-0153 
OR

Email: hcteencourt@bgcredwoods.org
Humboldt County Teen Court is a program of the Boys & Girls Club and supported by the Superior Court of Humboldt, Humboldt County Office of Education and the Probation Department.

Duties and Responsibilities of a Mentor Attorney:

· Notify Teen Court in a timely manner as to whether you are indeed available for your assigned court date.

· Thoroughly review the incident report for each offender to see if there are any glaring anomalies that might warrant screening a matter out before the Teen Court hearing.  Do the offenses they are charged with match up with the report narrative? Does the teen seem potentially innocent in terms of the statute? Upon review, Teen Court is asking the Mentors to contact Teen Court if they believe a matter is inappropriately charged. Teen Court is voluntary and the teen can opt to not do Teen Court if they feel they have a defense or wish to admit to a lesser offense. 
· Be available for teen attorney calls or arrange to meet with them when they are preparing a case. Call them to check-in if you do not hear from them.
· Help the teen attorney develop their case with a Restorative Justice approach, whether they are on the client or community side.
· Assist the teen attorney in coming up with appropriate and creative sentence recommendations.
· Be in court from 4:15 – 6:15 p.m. on the appointed date to offer assistance to the teen attorneys.
· In the courtroom, you will not typically address the court but will be next to the student attorney to confer and advise them. 
· Courtroom Logistics: Evidence can be submitted. Parents or others can be called up as witnesses. Objections can be raised, though we are not strict on formalities. Be sure the attorney knows what your name is- they will have to introduce you to the courtroom audience. Any jury member may be excused, and a reason does not need to be given. Cases are based on an opening, questions, and a closing with a sentence recommendation.
Mentor Attorney Application
Name __________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

Telephone number ________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________

Fax ____________________________________________________________________

Preference of communication method:

  ______ phone 
________ fax 
 ________email 
________ post

Preference for attorney mentoring:

_______ Client (Defense)

______ Community (Prosecution)
     _____Either / Both

Unavailable dates: ______________________________________________________________

Questions / Comments: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please send this completed form to:


Teen Court, 3015 J Street, Eureka, CA 95501 OR fax it to 441-1830

Questions?  Call us at 444-0153 or email hcteencourt@bgcredwoods.org   THANKS!
