
Collaboration and Community in the Third Grade Building Projects 

The third grade would like to thank the WSOC community for immense support in our 
practical work experience this year.   

We started the year making a beautiful wood tray to use in our desks. Thank you Mr. 
Peter (Peter Norgaard, Grade 6 class parent) for helping us with this project. These will 
be heirlooms.  

! !   !  

We made garden boxes without plans or measuring tools, but they still came out in the 
geometrical shapes.  Thank you to John Curran for supporting this creative endeavor.  

  !   !  

We proposed to build a play house, but the school responded that the garden shed was 
falling apart due to termites and needed to be replaced. Third grader Matteo interviewed 
Grade 1 teacher and gardening teacher Miss Rebecca, and created a plan for the 
garden shed with brackets for the exact number of shovels, hoes and rakes, plus a loft 
to store pots and levels of shelves resting on the rungs of the ladder.   



!  

It takes a village to raise a child, and our village came together to give us make this 
building experience. It took many skills and talents. Class parent Kimberlee Streiff took 
up the baton and made it happen. Thank you to world-renowned architect Craig Schultz 
of Laidlaw Schultz in Corona Del Mar, for the professional plan that got us going. 
Kimberlee then got both Loews and Home Depot to donate wood and hardware, plus 
significantly discount the remainder to be bought.  

While I recruited Cole Heller to work with and guide the third graders, Kimberlee 
recruited her retired contractor neighbors, Rick and Lisa, who joined in. We cannot 
thank Rick, Lisa and Mr. Heller enough. Thank you to Mr. Matan for helping us burn the 
wood as a natural treatment for termites and beetles. Our class parents were present on 
a weekly basis getting dirty and supporting the third graders. The third graders, 
however, did all of the sawing, painting, burning and hammering (except for the roof). 
And  WOW! This has been a year of collaboration and community!  The third graders 
have experienced collaboration of diverse character types with many different skills.  

!   !    !  

  !   !   !  



!   !     !    

!   !   !  

Thank you to Miss Roxana and Miss Maureen who organized, shopped and guided us 
through weekly cooking.   

!   !   

So, this year’s third grade practical work was blessed with this great opportunity which 
the whole school will benefit from. Thank you to all!   

—Ms. Peterson, Grade 3 Class Teacher 


