
A Letter From Your Admissions Director 

I recently met a woman on a flight who is an Assistant Director of Admissions at 
Wellesley College and we struck up a conversation about Education. It was obvious 
that we would connect deeply the moment she brought up Julie Lythcott-Haims, the 

author of “How to Raise an Adult.” We both agreed that this book was 
one of the most important books we’ve read about Education…ever.  
This book is a testament to the skills our children will need to thrive in 
the adult world and a reminder that as parents we are charged with 
transforming children into adults capable of meeting the challenges of 
life head-on. Ms. Lythcott-Haims is not a Waldorf parent, but she 
certainly could be. 

I was inspired to share with my new acquaintance a story that I had heard from Jack 
Petrash.. It’s a similar story of the road to adulthood and the role that we play in our 
children’s growth. 

Dear Students, 
…Back in grade one you were all little munchkins with high voices and I was like the Wizard of Oz. If 
there were any serious problems, for instance, someone taking your stick while you were out at 
recess, you would say, “Let’s go and ask Mr. Petrash (the all-knowing Oz) what we should do.” Back 
then I could solve all problems. And whenever we had some place to go, you would line right up 
and we would follow the Yellow Brick Road together. That was how we traveled through the first 
few grades. We made friends, we sang, and we marched along. 

Somewhere around fourth grade that all began to change. We came to the dark part of the forest 
where the grumpy apple trees grew and there was a different tone in your voice. “Hey, get your 
hands off that!” and “How would you like it if I did that to you?” And there was no turning back. 

Later, in sixth grade, the evil winged monkeys appeared, moving through our class, separating 
friends and dividing us into cliques. In seventh grade, we were heading through the field of 
poppies and those dreamy flowers were casting their magic spell on you. I would begin main 
lesson and repeatedly would have to ask you to pick up your head and cover your mouths when you 
yawned. The only thing that could rouse you from your stupor was snow. 

Eventually, in eighth grade we made it to the Emerald City. But now, when you came seeking the Wizard, it was all too 
clear that I was not the all-knowing, all-powerful Oz. Instead I was this little, old guy with a mustache pulling levers 
and repeating in a loud voice, “Pay no attention to the man behind the curtain!” And you took that advice seriously. 

But, if like Dorothy and her friends, you sought brains, courage, heart, and a way home, you have come to the right 
place. The Waldorf School has tried since its first day to give you the courage the Cowardly Lion sought. With every 
placemat you folded after lunch, with every chair you remembered to push in, every time you stood up tall to recite 
your morning verse, and with every man lesson book that you completed to the best of your ability on time, your 
school has helped you to develop a reservoir of fortitude, and perseverance that is the foundation of courage. 

Your school has also tried to give you what the Tin Man longed for - a heart. With every watercolor painting that you 
made, every song you sang, with every friendship you forged, with every line of every poem you learned by heart, 
every time a story made you laugh out loud or brought a tear to your eye, your emotional life has grown richer and 
deeper.
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And your school has worked hard to give you the intelligence that the Scarecrow wanted. With every science experiment that 
you observed with care and wrote down precisely, with every word problem that you solved, every clear and concise sentence 
that you wrote, and every time you considered an historical event from two or more points of view, you have developed the 
power of your thinking. 

Most of all your school has tried to make you feel at home here on the Earth by recognizing the part of you that is true and 
unchanging- that spiritual part of you, which your school has always revered. When you live out of what is deepest in you, you 
will feel at home wherever you go in life. And so students, you can see that it really is as it was in Oz; what was sought was 
there within you all the time. It was your school’s task simply to draw this forth.  - Jack Petrash, “Understanding Waldorf Education” 

A “reservoir of fortitude.” That’s what I want for my children! 

I felt pride in sharing a picture of our school with this college admissions director. We have a healthy 
enrollment and continue to be the largest Waldorf School in Southern California with wait pools for many 
grades. Our strength really is expressed in numbers! When I am asked by other Waldorf School admissions 
directors what it is that makes our school so unique, I answer, “It’s simple! Its our community members.” It’s 
YOU and our shared vision for the future of our children. 

As we made our way out to the curb at the airport and exchanged goodbyes, I wondered if the passion and 
conviction of this shared role in education is reflected in the work that we do. Are our parents deeply 
connected to the reasons why we do what we do? Do they see the value of the curriculum as we are nurturing 
these young people? Do they see our 12th graders as an expression of this success? Are they satisfied with the 
value of their experience? 

Defining “value” is unique to each one of us. Creating “value” is nevertheless something that your School 
strives to do for everyone. It is re-registration time and while it may not feel joyful to pay a bill, I certainly hope 
that you feel that you are receiving exceptional value for the expense. The gift of a Waldorf education for your 
children is likely one of the largest and most important expenditures you make each year. It is the gift of 
creative, critical thinking skills; resiliency; self-motivation; self-control; inspiration; concentration and grit, which 
will send them out into the world with all the tools they need to succeed. We all want our children inspired and 
passionate, not stressed and burned out. We want our children to know themselves deeply and to live a life 
rich in meaning, joy and success. 

Re-registration for the 2018-2019 school year will begin on March 12 and end on March 16. During this 
week you will be asked to sign in to your TADS account, pay registration fees and sign your tuition agreement. 
The remaining fees, including tuition, begin in June and continue into the fall.  Registration for outside 
applicants will take place immediately following, once we know if there are any spaces remaining. 

Please don’t miss this deadline. The knowledge that we will begin in September with a confirmed number of 
students allows us to budget effectively and to be ready to bring your children this rich, full curriculum. 

  “If we want our kids to turn out differently, we have to raise them differently.” 
   - William Deresiewicz, social critic and author of Excellent Sheep: 
     The Miseducation of the American Elite and the Way to a Meaningful Life 

Blessings on your wonderful children and the gifts that they bring to our community. 

Linda Timmons 
Admissions Director, Waldorf School of O.C.


