
Today, her eldest (Nadia) is a dental hygienist from Loma Linda 
University, and lives in Cape Cod with her husband. Her younger 
daughter, Suzanne, is a civil engineer and Cal State Fullerton graduate. 
"She was the 'talkative' one, hyper, and full of energy," she says. Her 
main lesson teacher at WSOC, Mr. Martin, saw her potential, she says. 
He encouraged her to join the Society of Women Engineers in Grade 8. 
She is still a member today, and is currently working in structural and 
transportation engineering. 
  
Shortly after joining the WSOC community, Señora Blanco began 
teaching here. She had already received main lesson teacher training in 
Mexico, and went on to obtain her Waldorf Spanish teacher training for 
Grades 1-12 from Rudolf Steiner College in Sacramento. 
  
She taught Spanish in grades 1-8 and when the WSOC high school 
opened, she taught Spanish to the fledgling group of 10th graders. She 
stayed with them until they graduated high school, and then took a 
break to mentor other local Waldorf school Spanish teachers. 
  
She rejoined WSOC in 2014 and has been teaching Spanish in the 
middle school ever since. 
  
Adding in one more Spanish lesson per week to Grades 5-8 since last 
year has meant more intensity and more work. However, she has seen 
her students rise to the occasion, and flourish. And if more help is 
needed, or someone chooses not to complete their work? 

 "My students know I'm serious and committed. I'm transparent that 
way. I will stay after school. Sometimes I tell them I can stay till 7pm, 
and they know I will do it," she laughs. 
  
 "I love teaching Spanish, she adds. "It's my passion. I teach it through 
history. My goal is to make the language come alive. In Grade 5, we 
study the ancient Civilizations of the Americas: Mayans, Incas, Aztecs. 
We take imaginary trips to the Mayan Peninsula, Mexico City and 
Machu Picchu. It's amazing how the students are truly transported 
though their imagination." 
  
In Grade 6 her students study Spain and take a trip within the 
classroom to España from its origins to 1492, the height of Spain as the 



most powerful country, where the door to exploration was opened. 
Grade 7 focuses on the Spanish and Portuguese explorations and the 
"Encounter with the New World". In order to illustrate the driving force 
that brought Europeans to search other routes, she brought into the 
classroom an array of different spices on silver and gold plates (also 
important for trade) in individual bags for them to taste, touch and smell. 

It was a lively way to show them why these spices and goods were so 
precious and valuable, she notes. 
  
In Grade 8 her class delves into revolutions, battles for independence 
and biographies of notable Latin American and Spanish speaking 
people, writing short stories, investigations and sharing of information, 
reading, writing, poetry, literature and grammar. 
  
Each class also involves a rich geographical component, where trade 
routes are traced; maps are created in both Spanish and English. This 
kind of practical application boosts comprehension and helps the 
knowledge live more deeply, she says. She collaborates with main 
lesson teachers so that the Spanish lessons are relevant to the block 
studies of each class.  

"It enhances the academic experience in another language," she says. 
  
It's so much more than teaching the language, she says. In order for us 
to understand the root of who we truly are and the genius of what 
makes us Spanish speakers, we must study the traditions and cultures 
of our Spanish-speaking countries. 
  
"As I tell my 8th graders, I'm trying to give you the key to open doors to 
the Spanish language. When you understand other cultures on a deep 
level, that connection will build and blossom. A lasting sisterhood and 
brotherhood with other cultures is fostered. The WSOC high school 
exchange program (with CETYS) was initiated with this in mind." 
  
She discusses poetry as a vital teaching tool for a foreign language, to 
convey ideas, history, events, and feelings: concepts not easily 
explained simply by studying grammar. 
  



For example, Grade 6 memorized and recited lengthy ballads spoken in 
old Spanish, which also introduced them to the history of King Fernando 
and Queen Isabelle, as well as the religious and social practices of the 
time. 
  
"We study the ancient civilizations that disappeared, and also the new 
race that was formed. We learn that we all carry different bloods, 
passions, languages, and ancestors within us. I believe these 
discoveries help to plant a seed of passion for language and culture in 
our students." 
  
"My goal is to bring the language alive in a different way every single 
time," she says. "The lessons are enriching, lively and purposeful. We 
bring academics, culture, history, grammar, literature, art, imagination 
into our world. We truly discover the genius and the soul of these 
Spanish speaking countries through the Spanish language." 


