
         

 
 

Announcing a part-time course starting in June 2018 for  
new and experienced Waldorf educators who wish to deepen their practice and 

understanding of the teaching of science in Grades 6-8  
 

 
TEACHING SENSIBLE SCIENCE 

 
AT THE  

WALDORF SCHOOL OF ORANGE COUNTY 
COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA 

_____________________________ 
 

Teachers who have taken this course rave about it.  
Teachers who did not take it are asking,  

“When will the next cycle begin?”  
 

When: Starting in June 2018   
 

Where:  Waldorf School of Orange County 
2350 Canyon Drive 

Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
 
 

For course information contact: 
 

Michael D’Aleo, SENSRI 
spalight@verizon.net   

or Gary Banks 
garysbanks@gmail.com  

 
Sponsored by the Research Institute for Waldorf Education,  

SENSRI, and the Waldorf School of Orange County 
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TEACHING SENSIBLE SCIENCE 
____________________________ 

Sponsored by 
Research Institute for Waldorf Education, SENSRI, 

and the Waldorf School of Orange County 
 
Of the many subjects taught in the eight-year cycle of a class teacher, few are more challenging than 
the science main lessons of the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. These main lessons arise at a time when 
pupils are developing a much stronger ability to perceive the world as being separate from them; this 
capacity is crucial for scientific inquiry.  
 
To help cultivate in their pupils these powers of perception in a healthy way, Waldorf teachers 
approach science by means of a method different from what is typically used in more traditional 
schools. Said simply, this method is “phenomena centered” rather than based on the testing and 
application of theories. While most Waldorf teachers will have heard of this approach, few will have 
experienced this method themselves as school children, and many may have made only fleeting 
acquaintance with this approach during their teacher training.  As a result, teaching science in 
Waldorf grade school classes is not always sufficiently strong or rigorous to satisfy the needs of 
young adolescents.  
 
The part-time course entitled “Teaching Sensible Science,” or TSS, will be offered again in 2018 to 
help teachers develop a deeper understanding and experience of phenomena-based science so that 
they can feel more confident using this method in their own classrooms.  The course will consist of:  
 

• Workshops and discussions on the foundations of a phenomenological approach to science 
(primarily the physical sciences) and how this approach can enliven our own experience in the 
world  

• Practical sessions with experienced teachers who will demonstrate these methods and help 
participants prepare experiments and demonstrations for use in their own classrooms  

• Eurythmy classes twice daily, main lesson book work and drawing, questions and answers 
 

The intention of this course is to give the teacher a living connection to science so that this same 
enthusiasm, understanding, and interest can be shared when the teacher is working with the students 
in the classroom. All practicing grade school teachers or those who are slated to teach upper grade 
school science are strongly encouraged to attend this program.  
 
For descriptions of “phenomena centered science” see Michael D’Aleo’s, “What Is Phenomenology?” 
at: http://www.waldorflibrary.org/articles/597-what-is-phenomenology and David Mitchell’s “The 
Teaching of Science” at: http://www.waldorfresearchinstitute.org/pdf/BASciMitchell.pdf 
 
The East Coast TSS course will be held at the Emerson Waldorf School in Chapel Hill, NC in 2018 
should the location and times be more convenient for you.  Please contact Michael D’Aleo at 
spalight@verizon.net or Gary Banks at garysbanks@gmail.com for more information. 
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Comments by participants in other cycles of this course:  
 
“When I put the principles taught in the TSS course into action in the classroom, I found the students 
enthralled by both the experiments and the conversations about them. A particularly important experiment – 
the ‘camera obscura’ – engaged my students deeply by the absolute darkness in the room where nothing could 
be seen until the moment that the pinhole exposed to the outside immediately lightened the white sheet in front 
of the students. Inevitably resounding in the room was “I love Physics!” Because of the space of time spanned 
between each of the 6th, 7th and 8th grade sessions, we were able to put what we learned into practice and 
then bring our experiences back to the course to share and to review where needed.” 
   --- Amalia Pretel-Gray, Waldorf Class Teacher, teaching for 21 years 
 
“The Teaching Sensible Science course has revolutionized my consciousness of how the world reveals itself to 
my senses, and this in turn has thoroughly enlivened my work in the classroom as well as my personal 
development…. As with all quality courses in teaching, this course gives both practical tools and methods for 
the classroom and stimulating food for our own inner growth and education."    
           --- Tim Morrissey, Olympia Waldorf School (former engineer, now class teacher) 
 
The course will be divided into three week-long sessions:  
  
SESSION 1: Thursday evening June 21 – Wednesday noon June 27, 2018 
 
SESSION 2: Thursday evening October 4 – Wednesday noon October 10, 2018 
(Columbus Day weekend in the U.S. and Thanksgiving weekend in Canada) 
 
SESSION 3: Tuesday evening February 19, 2019 – Sunday noon February 24, 2019 
 
Presenters: 
Lylli Anthon has been a grades teacher at the Halton Waldorf School near Toronto, Ontario for over 25 years. She took 
one class from grades 2 to 4 and another from grades 1 to 8, and then concentrated on grades 6, 7, and 8, having 
graduated three such groups.  Currently Lylli is the Faculty Chair and Enrollment Coordinator at the Halton Waldorf 
School and she continues as a teacher in the middle school, offering physics and chemistry blocks in grades 6, 7 and 
8.  Lylli’s professional interest is focused on the art of teaching, especially in mathematics and the sciences.  
 
Gary Banks worked as a research engineer on the NASA Space Station project before entering teaching. He took a 
class from first to eighth grade at the Denver Waldorf School, then worked as a high school science teacher at High 
Mowing and class teacher at Pine Hill Waldorf School before moving to Michigan.  He has taught chemistry, biology, 
and other sciences in grades 7-12 at the Rudolf Steiner School of Ann Arbor for the last 10 years.  He is also the High 
School Faculty Chair and is on the faculty of the Waldorf Institute of Southeast Michigan and Sunbridge Institute. 
 
Michael D’Aleo left a career in engineering to become an upper grades class teacher before helping to found the high 
school at the Waldorf School of Saratoga Springs.  Michael does teacher training, consulting work, and guest teaching at 
Waldorf Schools across the US and internationally.  He is co-author of Sensible Physics Teaching, a guide for teaching 
physics in the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades, and author of two other books, Embracing Materialism and Letting IT Go, and 
What is Being Asked of You.  Michael is Director of Research at the Saratoga Experiential Natural Science Research 
Institute (SENSRI); he is also on the faculty of the Center for Anthroposophy’s Waldorf High School Teacher Education 
Program.  

Barbara Richardson, who specializes in Eurythmy in the Workplace, has led artistic classes for many different adult 
professionals including chemists, doctors, nurses, farmers, and teachers.  Arising from her teaching of eurythmy in 
mentoring workshops and in TSS, she has become aware of the need for sustaining the art of eurythmy in the Waldorf 
schools and founded the Thyme Arts Fund to support tuition for students in recognized eurythmy and speech 
training.  Barbara is now teacher and Coordinator of Foundation Studies at the Center for Anthroposophy.  



Registration 
Prompt registration is crucial since sign-up for this course will be limited to 25 people to ensure 
sufficient individual attention.  
 
Cost  
Registration fee for entire three weeks of the program   $ 1,975 
Non-refundable deposit of $250 due with application. 
Late registration fee of $300 added after April 1, 2018. 
 
Housing: Airbnb available within walking distance.  Hotels available within driving distance.  Some 
housing in private homes may be arranged.  For more housing information, please contact: 
Gina Garrison, Faculty Coordinator 
949-574-7775 ext. 222, ggarrison@waldorfschool.com  
 
Lunch/Snacks for all three weeks                                                    $     300 
(Participants will be on their own for breakfast and dinner.) 
 
Air Travel Information: It is strongly recommended that air travel be through John Wayne Airport, 
Orange County (SNA) for ease of ground transportation. 
 
For questions and additional course information, please contact: 
Michael D’Aleo, spalight@verizon.net 
or Gary Banks, garysbanks@gmail.com  

 
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –  

Register by April 1, 2018 
 

Complete form below and submit with a $250 deposit to: 
Milan Daler, Research Institute for Waldorf Education 
P.O. Box 307 
Wilton, NH 03086 
Phone: (603) 654-2566   
Email:  milan@centerforanthroposophy.org 
 
Please make checks payable to Research Institute for Waldorf Education 
 
Limited financial aid is available.  Please contact Michael D’Aleo, spalight@verizon.net before the 
registration deadline to be considered. 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________  

School: _______________________________________________________________________  

Home address: _________________________________________________________________  

Phone number: _______________________ Email: ____________________________________  

Lunch & Snacks:  $300  □Yes     □No    Special dietary needs: ______________________ 
Housing Contact: Gina Garrison, ggarrison@waldorfschool.com 
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