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Summer Reading List 2021 

FICTION 
 
   The Good Sister, by Sally Hepworth        {4.2 Stars} 
 

Fern Castle works in her local library. She has dinner with her twin sister Rose three 
nights a week. And she avoids crowds, bright lights and loud noises as much as 
possible. Fern has a carefully structured life and disrupting her routine can 
be...dangerous. When Rose discovers that she cannot get pregnant, Fern sees her 
chance to pay her sister back for everything Rose has done for her. Fern can have a 
baby for Rose. She just needs to find a father. Simple.  Fern's mission will shake the 
foundations of the life she has carefully built for herself and stir up dark secrets from 
the past, in this quirky, rich and shocking story of what families keep hidden. 

 
 

The Last Thing He Told Me, by Laure Dave      {4.6 Stars}  

A gripping mystery about a woman who thinks she’s found the love of her life - until 
he disappears.  Before Owen Michaels disappears, he smuggles a note to his beloved 
wife of one year: Protect her. Despite her confusion and fear, Hannah Hall knows 
exactly to whom the note refers - Owen’s 16-year-old daughter, Bailey. Bailey, who 
lost her mother tragically as a child. Bailey, who wants absolutely nothing to do 
with her new stepmother.  As Hannah’s increasingly desperate calls to Owen go 
unanswered, as the FBI arrests Owen’s boss, as a US marshal and federal agents 
arrive at her Sausalito home unannounced, Hannah quickly realizes her husband 
isn’t who he said he was.  

 
Sooley, by John Grisham         {4.5 Stars}  

In the summer of his seventeenth year, Samuel Sooleymon gets the chance of a 
lifetime: a trip to the United States with his South Sudanese teammates to play in a 
showcase basketball tournament. He has never been away from home, nor has he 
ever been on an airplane. The opportunity to be scouted by dozens of college coaches 
is a dream come true. Samuel is an amazing athlete, with speed, quickness, and an 
astonishing vertical leap. The rest of his game, though, needs work, and the American 
coaches are less than impressed. During the tournament, Samuel receives dev-
astating news from home: A civil war is raging across South Sudan, and rebel troops 
have ransacked his village. His father is dead, his sister is missing, and his mother 
and two younger brothers are in a refugee camp. 
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The Flight Girls, by Noelle Salazar        {4.5 Stars}  

1941. Audrey Coltrane has always wanted to fly. It's why she implored her father to 
teach her at the little airfield back home in Texas. It’s why she signed up to train 
military pilots in Hawaii when the war in Europe began. And it’s why she insists she 
is not interested in any dream-derailing romantic involvements, even with the 
disarming Lieutenant James Hart, who fast becomes a friend as treasured as the 
women with whom she flies. Then one fateful day, she gets caught in the air over 
Pearl Harbor just as the bombs begin to fall, and suddenly, nowhere feels safe. 
 
 
 

Golden Girl, by Elin Hilderbrand        {4.6 Stars}  

On a perfect June day, Vivian Howe, author of 13 beach novels and mother of three 
nearly grown children, is killed in a hit-and-run car accident while jogging near her 
home on Nantucket. She ascends to the Beyond where she's assigned to a Person 
named Martha, who allows Vivi to watch what happens below for one last summer. 
Vivi also is granted three “nudges” to change the outcome of events on earth, and 
with her daughter, Willa, on her third miscarriage, Carson partying until all hours, 
and Leo currently “off again” with his high-maintenance girlfriend, she’ll have to 
think carefully where to use them. 
 

The President’s Daughter, by Bill Clinton and James Patterson    {4.7 Stars}  

Every detail is accurate—because one of the authors is President Bill Clinton. The 
drama and action never stop—because the other author is James Patterson.  
Matthew Keating, a one-time Navy SEAL—and a past president—has always 
defended his family as staunchly as he has his country. Now those defenses are under 
attack. A madman abducts Keating’s teenage daughter, Melanie—turning every 
parent’s deepest fear into a matter of national security. As the world watches in real 
time, Keating embarks on a one-man special-ops mission that tests his strengths: as 
a leader, a warrior, and a father. 

 
Left Neglected, by Lisa Genova         {4.5 Stars}  

From neuroscientist and bestselling author Lisa Genova comes a story of resilience 
in the face of a devastating diagnosis. After a car crash leaves a vibrant mother in her 
thirties with a traumatic brain disorder called “left neglect,” she learns what truly 
matters most in life.  Sarah Nickerson, like any other working mom, is busy trying to 
have it all. One morning while racing to work and distracted by her cell phone, she 
looks away from the road for one second too long. In that blink of an eye, all the 
rapidly moving parts of her over-scheduled life come to a screeching halt. After a 
brain injury steals her awareness of everything on her left side, Sarah must retrain 
her mind to perceive the world as a whole. 
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The Light Between Oceans, by M.L. Stedman      {4.5 Stars}  

After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to 
Australia and takes a job as the lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s 
journey from the coast. To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes once a 
season, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel. Years later, after two 
miscarriages and one stillbirth, the grieving Isabel hears a baby’s cries on the wind. 
A boat has washed up onshore carrying a dead man and a living baby. Tom, who 
keeps meticulous records and whose moral principles have withstood a horrific war, 
wants to report the man and infant immediately. But Isabel insists the baby is a “gift 
from God,” and against Tom’s judgment, they claim her as their own and name her 

Lucy. When she is two, Tom and Isabel return to the mainland and are reminded that there are other 
people in the world. Their choice has devastated one of them. 
 
The Giver of Stars, by Jojo Moyes        {4.6 Stars}  

Alice Wright marries handsome American Bennett Van Cleve, hoping to escape her 
stifling life in England.  But small-town Kentucky quickly proves equally 
claustrophobic, especially living alongside her overbearing father-in-law. So when a 
call goes out for a team of women to deliver books as part of Eleanor Roosevelt’s new 
traveling library, Alice signs on enthusiastically. The leader, and soon Alice's greatest 
ally, is Margery, a smart-talking, self-sufficient woman who's never asked a man's 
permission for anything. They will be joined by three other singular women who 
become known as the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky.   
 

 
The Plot, by Jean Hanff Korelitz        {4.2 Stars}  

Jacob Finch Bonner was once a promising young novelist with a respectably 
published first book. Today, he’s teaching in a third-rate MFA program and struggling 
to maintain what’s left of his self-respect; he hasn’t written—let alone published—
anything decent in years. When Evan Parker, his most arrogant student, announces 
he doesn’t need Jake’s help because the plot of his book in progress is a sure thing, 
Jake is prepared to dismiss the boast as typical amateur narcissism. But then he hears 
the plot. Jake returns to the downward trajectory of his own career and braces 
himself for the supernova publication of Evan Parker’s first novel: but it never comes. 
When he discovers that his former student has died, presumably without ever 

completing his book, Jake does what any self-respecting writer would do with a story like that—a 
story that absolutely needs to be told.  
 

 NON-FICTION 
 

Greenlights, by Matthew McConaughey       {4.7 Stars}  

“Unflinchingly honest and remarkably candid, Matthew McConaughey’s book 
invites us to grapple with the lessons of his life as he did—and to see that the point 
was never to win, but to understand.”—Mark Manson, author of The Subtle Art of 
Not Giving a F*ck. I’ve been in this life for fifty years, been trying to work out its 
riddle for forty-two, and been keeping diaries of clues to that riddle for the last 
thirty-five. Notes about successes and failures, joys and sorrows, things that made 
me marvel, and things that made me laugh out loud. How to be fair. How to have 
less stress. How to have fun. How to hurt people less. How to get hurt less. How to 
be a good man. How to have meaning in life. How to be more me. 
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The Mamba Mentality: How I play, by Kobe Bryant      {4.9 Stars}  

In the wake of his retirement from professional basketball, Kobe “The Black Mamba” 
Bryant decided to share his vast knowledge and understanding of the game to take 
readers on an unprecedented journey to the core of the legendary “Mamba 
mentality.” Citing an obligation and an opportunity to teach young players, hardcore 
fans, and devoted students of the game how to play it “the right way,” The Mamba 
Mentality takes us inside the mind of one of the most intelligent, analytical, and 
creative basketball players ever.  

 

Two Sides of Glory: The 1986 Boston Red Sox in Their Own Words, by Erik Sherman and 

Joe Castiglione        {4.5 Stars} 

Following an epic American League Championship Series win over the California 
Angels and just one out from winning their first World Series in sixty-eight years, 
the 1986 Boston Red Sox lost Game Six to the New York Mets in unforgettable and 
devastating fashion. Then they lost Game Seven and the Series itself. Two Sides of 
Glory portrays the losing side of the story about one of baseball’s most riveting 
World Series match-ups. With the benefit of years of reflection from the men who 
made up the ’86 Sox, this will be the definitive book on this iconic yet most 
Shakespearian of Boston teams for years to come. 
 

 
Best Seat in the House, by Jack Nicklaus II and Don Yaeger     {4.7 Stars}  

Best Seat in the House, written with New York Times bestselling author Don 
Yaeger, gives us eighteen valuable lessons that Jack Nicklaus II learned from his 
father, PGA champion Jack Nicklaus. Although the “Golden Bear,” as he is known by 
fans, is widely regarded as the best golfer of all time, with a record number of PGA 
major championships, his life and values show that true legacy lives on through your 
children, grandchildren, and others we are blessed to call family and friends. 

 

 

If You Tell: A True Story of Murder, Family Secrets and the Unbreakable Bond of Sisterhood, by 

Gregg Olsen         {4.4 Stars}  

After more than a decade, when sisters Nikki, Sami, and Tori Knotek hear the 
word mom, it claws like an eagle’s talons, triggering memories that have been their 
secret since childhood. Until now.  For years, behind the closed doors of their 
farmhouse in Raymond, Washington, their sadistic mother, Shelly, subjected her girls 
to unimaginable abuse, degradation, torture, and psychic terrors. Through it all, 
Nikki, Sami, and Tori developed a defiant bond that made them far less vulnerable 
than Shelly imagined. Even as others were drawn into their mother’s dark and 
perverse web, the sisters found the strength and courage to escape an escalating 

nightmare that culminated in multiple murders. 
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MINDFULNESS & LIFESTYLE 
 
Think Like a Monk, by Jay Shetty        {4.8 Stars}  

In this inspiring, empowering book, Shetty draws on his time as a monk in the Vedic 
tradition to show us how we can clear the roadblocks to our potential and power. 
Drawing on ancient wisdom and his own rich experiences in the ashram, Think Like 
a Monk reveals how to overcome negative thoughts and habits, and access the calm 
and purpose that lie within all of us. The lessons monks learn are profound but often 
abstract. Shetty transforms them into advice and exercises we can all apply to reduce 
stress, improve focus, improve relationships, identify our hidden abilities, increase 
self-discipline and give the gifts we find in ourselves to the world. Shetty proves that 
everyone can and should think like a monk  

 
Stop Overthinking: 23 Techniques to Relieve Stress, Stop Negative Spirals, Declutter Your Mind, 

and Focus on the Present, by Nick Trenton     {4.4 Stars}  

Overcome negative thought patterns, reduce stress, and live a worry-free life. 
Overthinking is the biggest cause of unhappiness. Don't get stuck in a never-ending 
thought loop. Stay present and keep your mind off things that don't matter, and never 
will.  Break free of your self-imposed mental prison.  Stop Overthinking is a book that 
understands where you’ve been through, the exhausting situation you’ve put yourself 
into, and how you lose your mind in the trap of anxiety and stress.  
 
 

 

Wherever You Go, There You Are: Mindfulness Meditation in Everyday Life, by Jon Kabat Zinn 

          {4.6 Stars}  

When Wherever You Go, There You Are was first published in 1994, no one could have 
predicted that the book would launch itself onto bestseller lists nationwide and sell 
over 750,000 copies to date. Ten years later, the book continues to change lives. In 
honor of the book's 10th anniversary, Hyperion is proud to be releasing the book with 
a new afterword by the author, and to share this wonderful book with an even larger 
audience. 

 

Man’s Search for Meaning, by Viktor E. Frankl      {4.7 Stars}  

This seminal book, which has been referred to as “one of the great books of our time” 
by Harold Kushner, has been translated into more than fifty languages and sold over 
sixteen million copies. “An enduring work of survival literature,” according to the New 
York Times, Viktor Frankl’s riveting account of his time in the Nazi concentration 
camps, and his insightful exploration of the human will to find meaning in spite of the 
worst adversity, has offered solace and guidance to generations of readers since it 
was first published in 1946. At the heart of Frankl’s theory of logotherapy (from the 
Greek word for “meaning”) is a conviction that the primary human drive is not 
pleasure, as Freud maintained, but rather the discovery and pursuit of what the 

individual finds meaningful. 
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BUSINESS 
 
Social Chemistry: Decoding the Patterns of Human Connection, by Marissa King  {4.3 Stars}                                                                                                                        

Yale professor Marissa King shows how anyone can build more meaningful and 
productive relationships based on insights from neuroscience, psychology, and 
network analytics. Conventional wisdom says it's the size of your network that 
matters, but social science research has proven there is more to it. King explains that 
the quality and structure of our relationships has the greatest impact on our personal 
and professional lives. 

 
 

To Lead a Good Life, by Tony Legando       {5 Stars}  

Tony Legando was born in Huron, Ohio. He graduated from Huron High School and 
received a Bachelor of Education Degree from Ashland University. He taught 
elementary school for 40 years, was the head football coach at Huron High School for 
28 years, and is a member of the Ohio High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame. 
Tony is a team-building specialist who has influenced leaders throughout his 
professional career and has taken his passion to mentor, impact, and facilitate on the 
road as a motivational speaker. He also writes a column in the Sandusky Register and 
the Norwalk Reflector on leadership, motivation, and inspiration. This is his first 
book.  

Think Again, by Adam Grant         {4.6 Stars}  

Intelligence is usually seen as the ability to think and learn, but in a rapidly changing 
world, there's another set of cognitive skills that might matter more: the ability to 
rethink and unlearn. In our daily lives, too many of us favor the comfort of conviction 
over the discomfort of doubt. We listen to opinions that make us feel good, instead of 
ideas that make us think hard. We see disagreement as a threat to our egos, rather 
than an opportunity to learn. We surround ourselves with people who agree with our 
conclusions, when we should be gravitating toward those who challenge our thought 
process. The result is that our beliefs get brittle long before our bones. 

Bitcoin The Future of Money?  by Dominic Frisby      {4.4 Stars}  

Bitcoin is one of the most important innovations of our time – it will transform the 
way we do business. Dominic Frisby has written a great account. Read it and glimpse 
into the future' —Sir Richard Branson. In 2008, while the world was busy panicking 
about the global financial crisis, a computer programmer called Satoshi Nakamoto 
posted a message on an out-of-the-way mailing list. ‘I’ve been working on a new 
electronic cash system,’ he said. ‘It might make sense to get some just in case it catches 
on.’ Nobody seemed to care. But what he had programmed would become the world’s 
most famous alternative currency: Bitcoin. Economists, anarchists, speculators, 
computer coders, libertarians, criminals and entrepreneurs were inspired across the 

world. Early adopters would make a return two million times larger than their investment. 

 


