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Summer Reading List 2022 

 
FICTION 
 
The One-in- a-million-Boy, by Monica Wood       {4.8 Stars}  

"The story of your life never starts at the beginning. Don't they teach you anything at 
school?"  So says 104-year-old Ona to the 11-year-old boy who's been sent to help her 
out every Saturday morning. As he refills the bird feeders and tidies the garden shed, 
Ona tells him about her long life, from first love to second chances. Soon she's 
confessing secrets she has kept hidden for decades.  One Saturday, the boy doesn't 
show up. Ona starts to think he's not so special after all, but then his father arrives on 
her doorstep, determined to finish his son's good deed. The boy's mother is not so far 
behind. Ona is set to discover that the world can surprise us at any age, and that 
sometimes sharing a loss is the only way to find ourselves again. 

 

The Maid: A Novel, by Nita Prose        {4.3 Stars}  

Molly Gray is not like everyone else. She struggles with social skills and misreads the 
intentions of others. Her gran used to interpret the world for her, codifying it into simple 
rules that Molly could live by.  Since Gran died a few months ago, twenty-five-year-old Molly 
has been navigating life's complexities all by herself. No matter—she throws herself with 
gusto into her work as a hotel maid. Her unique character, along with her obsessive love of 
cleaning and proper etiquette, make her an ideal fit for the job. She delights in donning her 
crisp uniform each morning, stocking her cart with miniature soaps and bottles, and 
returning guest rooms at the Regency Grand Hotel to a state of perfection. 
 
 

 
The Hotel Nantucket, by Elin Hilderbrand       {4.6 Stars }  

Fresh off a bad breakup with a longtime boyfriend, Nantucket sweetheart Lizbet Keaton 
is desperately seeking a second act. When she’s named the new general manager of the 
Hotel Nantucket, a once Gilded Age gem turned abandoned eyesore, she hopes that her 
local expertise and charismatic staff can win the favor of their new London billionaire 
owner, Xavier Darling, as well as that of Shelly Carpenter, the wildly popular Instagram 
tastemaker who can help put them back on the map. And while the Hotel Nantucket 
appears to be a blissful paradise, complete with a celebrity chef-run restaurant and an 
idyllic wellness center, there’s a lot of drama behind closed doors.  
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Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo, by Taylor Jenkins Reid     {4.6 Stars}  

From the bestselling author of Daisy Jones & the Six, aging and reclusive Hollywood 
movie icon Evelyn Hugo is finally ready to tell the truth about her glamorous and 
scandalous life. But when she chooses unknown magazine reporter Monique Grant for 
the job, no one in the journalism community is more astounded than Monique herself. 
Why her? Why now?  

Monique is not exactly on top of the world. Her husband, David, has left her, and her 
career has stagnated. Regardless of why Evelyn has chosen her to write her biography, 
Monique is determined to use this opportunity to jump-start her career.  

 
West With Giraffes, by Lynda Rutledge        {4.7 Stars}  

An emotional, rousing novel inspired by the incredible true story of two giraffes who 
made headlines and won the hearts of Depression-era America. 

“Few true friends have I known and two were giraffes…” 

Historical fiction based on true story of transporting two giraffes across the country 
to the San Diego Zoo in Depression-era 1930s. Memorable characters and interesting 
insight into the world of giraffes. Heartwarming. If you enjoyed The Lincoln Highway 
by Amor Towels, you might enjoy this too.  

 

Lessons in Chemistry: A Novel, by Bonnie Garmus    {4.6 Stars} 

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the 
first to point out that there is no such thing as an average woman. But it’s the early 
1960s and her all-male team at Hastings Research Institute takes a very unscientific 
view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, Nobel–prize 
nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with—of all things—her mind. But like 
science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself 
not only a single mother, but the reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking 
show Supper at Six. Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking (“combine one 
tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as 
her following grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it turns out, Elizabeth Zott isn’t 
just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to change the status quo.  

 
Mary Jane: A Novel, by Jessica Anya Blau       {4.5 Stars}  

In 1970s Baltimore, fourteen-year-old Mary Jane loves cooking with her mother, 
singing in her church choir, and enjoying her family’s subscription to the Broadway 
Showtunes of the Month record club. Shy, quiet, and bookish, she’s glad when she 
lands a summer job as a nanny for the daughter of a local doctor. A respectable job, 
Mary Jane’s mother says. In a respectable house. The house may look respectable on 
the outside, but inside it’s a literal and figurative mess: clutter on every 
surface, Impeachment: Now More Than Ever bumper stickers on the doors, cereal and 
takeout for dinner. And even more troublesome (were Mary Jane’s mother to know, 
which she does not): the doctor is a psychiatrist who has cleared his summer for one 
important job—helping a famous rock star dry out. 
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 The Huntress, by Kate Quinn        {4.6 Stars}  

Bold and fearless, Nina Markova always dreamed of flying. When the Nazis attack the 
Soviet Union, she risks everything to join the legendary Night Witches, an all-female 
night bomber regiment wreaking havoc on the invading Germans. When she is 
stranded behind enemy lines, Nina becomes the prey of a lethal Nazi murderess 
known as the Huntress, and only Nina’s bravery and cunning will keep her alive.  
Transformed by the horrors he witnessed from Omaha Beach to the Nuremberg 
Trials, British war correspondent Ian Graham has become a Nazi hunter. Yet one 
target eludes him: a vicious predator known as the Huntress. To find her, the fierce, 
disciplined investigator joins forces with the only witness to escape the Huntress 
alive: the brazen, cocksure Nina. But a shared secret could derail their mission unless 
Ian and Nina force themselves to confront it. 

 
On a Quiet Street,  by Seraphina Nova Glass       {4.4 Stars}  

Who wouldn’t want to live in Brighton Hills? This exclusive community on the Oregon 
coast is the perfect mix of luxury and natural beauty. Stunning houses nestle beneath 
mighty Douglas firs, and lush backyards roll down to the lakefront. It’s the kind of place 
where neighbors look out for one another. Sometimes a little too closely… 

 
Cora thinks her husband, Finn, is cheating—she just needs to catch him in the act. That’s 
where Paige comes in. Paige lost her son to a hit-and-run last year, and she’s drowning 
in the kind of grief that makes people do reckless things like spying on the locals, 
searching for proof that her son’s death was no accident…and agreeing to Cora’s plan to 
reveal what kind of man Finn really is.  
 

 

Unmissing: A Thriller, by Minka Kent       {4.3 Stars}  

Merritt Coletto and her husband, Luca, have the life they dreamed of: a coastal home, a 
promising future, and a growing family. That dream ends with a late-night knock on the 
door. 
 

Weak, broken, and emaciated, it’s Luca’s first wife, Lydia. Missing for ten years, presumed 
dead, and very much alive, she has quite a story. Her kidnapping. A torturous 
confinement that should’ve ended with her dead.  Racked with guilt over the beautiful 
life they’ve built, Merritt and Luca agree to help get Lydia back on her feet - it’s the least 
they can do. 
 

 
Moloka’i, by Alan Brennert         {4.6 Stars} 

Young Rachel Kalama, growing up in idyllic Honolulu in the 1890s, is part of a big, loving 
Hawaiian family, and dreams of seeing the far-off lands that her father, a merchant 
seaman, often visits. But at the age of seven, Rachel and her dreams are shattered by the 
discovery that she has leprosy. Forcibly removed from her family, she is sent to 
Kalaupapa, the isolated leper colony on the island of Moloka'i.  True to historical 
accounts, Moloka'i is the story of an extraordinary human drama, the full scope and 
pathos of which has never been told before in fiction.  
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NON-FICTION 
 
Dirtbag, Massachusetts: A Confessional, by Isaac Fitzgerald   {Released 7/19/22} 
 

He's been an altar boy, a bartender, a fat kid, a smuggler, a biker, a prince of New 
England. But before all that, he was a bomb that exploded his parents' lives-or so he 
was told. In Dirtbag, Massachusetts, Fitzgerald, with warmth and humor, recounts his 
ongoing search for forgiveness. 
 
Fitzgerald's memoir begins with a childhood that moves at breakneck speed from 
safety to violence, recounting an extraordinary pilgrimage through trauma to self-
understanding and, ultimately, acceptance. From growing up in a Boston homeless 
shelter to bartending in San Francisco, to his lifelong struggle to make peace with his 
body, Fitzgerald strives to take control of his own story. 
 

 

Empire of Pain: The Secret History of the Sackler Dynasty, by Patrick Radden Keefe {4.7 Stars} 

The history of the Sackler dynasty is rife with drama - baroque personal lives; bitter 
disputes over estates; fistfights in boardrooms; glittering art collections; Machiavellian 
courtroom maneuvers; and the calculated use of money to burnish reputations and 
crush the less powerful. The Sackler name has adorned the walls of many storied 
institutions - Harvard, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Oxford, the Louvre. They are 
one of the richest families in the world, known for their lavish donations to the arts and 
the sciences. The source of the family fortune was vague, however, until it emerged that 
the Sackler’s were responsible for making and marketing a blockbuster painkiller that 
was the catalyst for the opioid crisis.  

 

PUTIN, by Philip Short        { Released 7/26/22}  

Vladimir Putin is the world’s most dangerous man. Alone among world leaders, he has 
the power to reduce the United States and Europe to ashes in a nuclear firestorm and 
has threatened to do so. He invades his neighbors, most recently Ukraine, meddles in 
western elections, and orders assassinations inside and outside Russia. His regime is 
autocratic and deeply corrupt. But that is only half the story. 

Unflinching, hard-hitting, and objective, Philip Short’s biography gives us the whole 
tale, up to the present day. To the fullest extent anyone has yet been able, short cracks 
open the strongman’s thick carapace to reveal the man underneath those bare-chested 
horseback rides.  

 

The Palace Papers – Inside the House of Windsor, by Tina Brown    {4.4 Stars}  

Brown takes readers on a tour de force journey through the scandals, love affairs, power 
plays, and betrayals that have buffeted the monarchy over the last twenty-five years. We 
see the Queen’s stoic resolve after the passing of Princess Margaret, the Queen Mother, 
and Prince Philip, her partner for seven decades, and how she triumphs in her Jubilee 
years even as family troubles rage around her. Brown explores Prince Charles’s 
determination to make Camilla Parker Bowles his wife, the tension between William and 
Harry on “different paths,” the ascendance of Kate Middleton, the downfall of Prince An-
drew, and Harry and Meghan’s stunning decision to step back as senior royals. Despite 
the fragile monarchy’s best efforts, “never again” seems fast approaching.  
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Phil: The Rip-Roaring Biography of Golf's Most Colorful Superstar, By Alan Shipnuck  {4.2 Stars} 

Phil Mickelson is one of the most compelling figures in sports. For more than three 
decades he has been among the best golfers in the world, and his unmatched longevity 
was exemplified at the 2021 PGA Championship, when Mickelson, on the cusp of 
turning fifty-one, became the oldest player in history to win a major championship.  
In this raw, uncensored, and unauthorized biography, Alan Shipnuck captures a 
singular life defined by thrilling victories, crushing defeats, and countless 
controversies. Mickelson is a multifaceted character, and all his warring impulses are 
on display in these pages: He is a smart-ass who built an empire on being the 
consummate professional; a loving husband dogged by salacious rumors; a high-stakes 
gambler who knows the house always wins but can’t tear himself away.  

 
BUSINESS 
 

 The Psychology of Money, by Morgan Housel      {4.7 Stars}  

Doing well with money isn’t necessarily about what you know. It’s about how you 
behave. And behavior is hard to teach, even to really smart people.  Money - investing, 
personal finance, and business decisions - is typically taught as a math-based field, 
where data and formulas tell us exactly what to do. But in the real world, people don’t 
make financial decisions on a spreadsheet. They make them at the dinner table, or in a 
meeting room, where personal history, your own unique view of the world, ego, pride, 
marketing, and odd incentives are scrambled together.   
 
 
 

The Power of One More, by Ed Mylett       {5 Stars}  

You're one more intentional thought and action away from discovering your best life. 
In The Power of One More, renowned keynote speaker and performance expert Ed 
Mylett draws on thirty years of experience as an entrepreneur and coach to top 
athletes, entertainers, and business executives to reveal powerful strategies to help 
you live an extraordinary "one more" life. 
 
Perfect for anyone who wants more bliss, wealth, or better relationships, The Power of 
One More is an indispensable roadmap to realizing and exceeding your personal and 
professional goals by tapping into the superpowers and gifts you already have inside 
you. 
 

Freezing Order: A True Story of Money Laundering, Murder and Surviving Vladimir Putin’s 

Wrath,  by Bill Browder         {4.7 Stars}  

When Bill Browder’s young Russian lawyer, Sergei Magnitsky, was beaten to death in a 
Moscow jail, Browder made it his life’s mission to go after his killers and make sure they 
faced justice. The first step of that mission was to uncover who was behind the $230 
million tax refund scheme that Magnitsky was killed over. As Browder and his team 
tracked the money as it flowed out of Russia through the Baltics and Cyprus and on to 
Western Europe and the Americas, they were shocked to discover that Vladimir Putin 
himself was a beneficiary of the crime. 
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Influence is Your Superpower, by Zoe Chance      {4.7 Stars}  

Influence doesn’t work the way you think because you don’t think the way you think. 
Move past common misconceptions—such as the idea that asking for more will make 
people dislike you—and understand why your go-to negotiation strategies are 
probably making you less influential. Discover the one thing that influences behavior 
more than anything else. Learn to cultivate charisma, negotiate comfortably and 
creatively, and spot manipulators before it’s too late. Along the way, you’ll meet 
alligators, skydivers, a mind reader in a gorilla costume, Jennifer Lawrence, 
Genghis Khan, and the man who saved the world by saying no.  
 

SELF-HELP, MENTAL HEALTH & RELATIONSHIPS 

From Strength to Strength:  Finding Success, Happiness and Deep Purpose in the second half of 

Life, by Arthur C. Brooks         {4.4 Stars}  

Many of us assume that the more successful we are, the less susceptible we become to 
the sense of professional and social irrelevance that often accompanies aging. But the 
truth is, the greater our achievements and our attachment to them, the more we notice 
our decline, and the more painful it is when it occurs. 
 
What can we do, starting now, to make our older years a time of happiness, purpose, 
and yes, success? At the height of his career at the age of 50, Arthur Brooks embarked 
on a seven-year journey to discover how to transform his future from one of 
disappointment over waning abilities into an opportunity for progress. From Strength 
to Strength is the result, a practical roadmap for the rest of your life. 

 

Doing Life with Your Adult Children: Keep Your Mouth Shut and the Welcome Mat Out, by Jim 
Burns. PhD          {4.7 Stars}  

Are you struggling to connect with your child now that they've left the nest? Are you 
feeling the tension and heartache as your relationship dynamic begins to change? 
In Doing Life with Your Adult Children, bestselling author and parenting expert Jim 
Burns provides practical advice and hopeful encouragement for navigating this tough 
yet rewarding transition. 
 
If you've raised a child, you know that parenting doesn't stop when they turn eighteen. 
In many ways, your relationship gets even more complicated--your heart and your 
head are as involved as ever, but you can feel things shifting, whether your child lives 
under your roof or rarely stays in contact. 

 

Know Your Worth: How to Build Your Self-Esteen, Grow in Confidence and Worry Less About What 
People Think, by Anna Mathur        {4.7 Stars}  

A strong understanding of self-worth is crucial to living an authentic and fulfilling life, 
yet so many of us have lost that sense of who we truly are and what we are worthy of. 
On the surface, this may look like low confidence, imposter syndrome, chronic busy-
ness, exhaustion, overwhelm, fear or anxiety, but at the core, it's low self-worth. 

In her second book, bestselling author Anna Mathur will set you on a journey towards 
greater self-worth. Anna will use her personal and professional insight to guide you to 
a place of balance that will allow you to recognize and appreciate your self-worth, grow 
in confidence and worry less what other people think. 
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FATHERS DAY GIFTS  

Dad Tell Me Your Story: A Father's Guided Journal to Share His Life and Love    {4.3 Stars}  

Record the most precious moments of your life and create an heirloom book of 
memories to cherish for a lifetime. This Journal will guide you with helpful prompts to 
inspire and record treasured memories, stories and experiences, beginning from early 
childhood and school days, to becoming a young adult, and then a father. 
 
Our lives are filled with precious moments that shape who we are and by recording 
these, you will create a book of memories and stories that can be passed down to your 
children and be cherished for generations to come. 
 

 
Playmakers: How the NFL Works (and Doesn’t), by Mike Florio    {4.0 Stars} 

In recent decades, the NFL has simultaneously become an athletic, financial, and 
cultural powerhouse—and a league that can’t seem to go more than a few weeks 
without a scandal. Whether it’s about domestic violence, performance-enhancing 
drugs, racism, or head trauma, the NFL always seems to be in some kind of trouble. Yet 
no matter the drama, the TV networks keep showing games, the revenue keeps rising, 
and the viewers keep tuning in. 
 
In this wide-ranging book, Mike Florio takes listeners from the boardroom to the locker 
room, from draft day to Super Bowl night, answering these questions and more, and 
showing what really goes on in the sport that America can’t seem to quit. 

 
 

So Help Me Golf: Why We Love the Game, by Rick Reilly     {4.7 Stars}  

Beloved bestselling author and golf aficionado Rick Reilly channels his insatiable 
curiosity, trademark sense of humor, and vast knowledge of the game in a treasure 
trove of original pieces about what the game has meant to him and to others. 

 
This is the book Rick Reilly has been writing in the back of his head since he fell in love 
with the game of golf at eleven years old. He unpacks and explores all of the wonderful, 
maddening, heart-melting, heart-breaking, cool, and captivating things about golf that 
make the game so utterly addictive. We meet the PGA Tour player who robbed banks 
by night to pay his motel bills, the golf club maker who takes weekly psychedelic trips, 
and the caddy who kept his loop even after an 11-year prison stint. We learn how a man 
on his third heart nearly won the U.S. Open, how a Vietnam POW saved his life playing 
18 holes a day in his tiny cell, and about the course that's absolutely free. 

Dad Jokes: Over 600 of the Best (Worst) Jokes, by Jimmy Niro   {4.7 Stars}  

With over 600 knee-slappers, head-shakers, and groan-makers, Dad Jokes is packed 
with enough witty quips and cheesy-but-grate jokes for even the most embarrassing of 
dads. Perfect for the father experts, new dads, grandpas, and all the fathers-to-be, this 
bestselling joke book is the ideal laugh-out-loud gift from any daughter, son, wife, or 
partner that celebrates how great (and terrible) their jokes truly are! But 
remember―you don't have to be a dad to tell dad jokes! 
 
 
 


