
 Worship Leader Edition 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

First Communion Sunday 
April 6, 2025           8:30 AM  

GATHERING 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS {Front Center} (Rob) 

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS {Front Center} (Rob)          Screen 

 L: God’s steadfast love is everlasting. God’s faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Trusting in the  

  mercy of God, we acknowledge the sin and brokenness in us and around us.   

  (Please take a moment for silent reflection) 

L: Merciful God, 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by  

      what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our   

      neighbors. We have not loved ourselves as you love us. In your mercy forgive us our sins, so that we  

      may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Through Christ, our  

      Lord. Amen. 

 L:  Beloved community, by God’s radical abundance of grace and mercy we have peace. Through Christ Jesus,  

   our sins are forgiven. Sharing God’s love that has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Let us   

                   live in the hope that does not disappoint. 

 C:  Thanks be to God! 

+OPENING HYMN   “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”             ELW #802/Screen  

Verse 1 

Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

follow his example pure, 

through a world that would deceive us 

and to sin our spirits lure. 

Onward in his footsteps treading, 

trav'lers here, our home above, 

full of faith and hope and love, 

let us do our Savior’s bidding. 

Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

I shall follow where you guide.  

Verse 2 

Let us ever walk with Jesus 

and with patience bear our cross. 

Joy will follow all our sadness; 

where he is there is no loss. 

Though today we sow no laughter, 

we shall reap celestial joy: 

all discomforts that annoy 

shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

Jesus, here I share your woe; 

help me there your joy to know. 

Verse 3 

Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

Since by death he conquered death, 

he will free us from destruction, 

give to us immortal breath. 

Let us mortify all passion 

that would lead us into sin; 

and the grave that shuts us in 

shall but prove the gate of heaven. 

Jesus, here with you I die, 

there to live with you on high. 

Verse 4 

Let us also live with Jesus. 

He has risen from the dead 

that to life we may awaken. 

Jesus, you are now our head, 

we are your own living members; 

where you live, there we shall be 

in your presence constantly, 

living there with you forever. 

Jesus, let me faithful be; 

life eternal grant to me. 

+GREETING {Front Center} (Britt Halaas) 

 L: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 C: And also with you. 

 



+PRAYER OF THE DAY {Front Center} (Britt Halaas) 

L:  Lord of the lost, We are quick to judge and slow to accept those whom we consider lower than ourselves. But  

     you show us the way of acceptance, forgiveness, and peace. We honor your name for teaching us to love, for  

     the sake of the one who is the essence of love itself, Jesus Christ our loving Lord. 

C: Amen. 

(After Prayer of the Day, please say, “Please be seated”)

WORD 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE {On Floor Pulpit Side} (Andrea) 

FIRST READING {Lectern} (Al Buss) Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12 
How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my 

flesh sing for joy to the living God. Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her 

young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise.  

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in 

the tents of wickedness. For the Lord God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor. No good thing does 

the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you. 

 L:  The Word of the Lord. 

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

+THE HOLY GOSPEL (Rob) Luke 18:31-19:10 

Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about 

the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will be handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked 

and insulted and spat upon. After they have flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise again.’ But 

they understood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what 

was said. As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard a crowd going by, he 

asked what was happening. They told him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.’ Then he shouted, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!’ Those who were in front sternly ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even more loudly, ‘Son of David, 

have mercy on me!’ Jesus stood still and ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked 

him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ He said, ‘Lord, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight; your 

faith has saved you.’ Immediately he regained his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they 

saw it, praised God. He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief 

tax-collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was 

short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycomore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When 

Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house 

today.’ So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be 

the guest of one who is a sinner.’ Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will 

give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.’ Then Jesus said to him, 

‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to 

save the lost.’ 

L:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

         C:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Rob Norris-Weber 

+HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” ELW #345/Screen 

Verse 1 

Jesus, I will ponder now 

on your holy passion; 

let your Spirit now endow 

me for meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith 

may the image cherish 

of your suff'ring, pain, and death, 

that I may not perish. 

 

Verse 2 

Make me see your great distress, 

anguish, and affliction, 

bonds and blows and wretchedness 

and your crucifixion; 

make me see how scourge and rod, 

spear and nails, did wound you, 

how you died for those, O God, 

who with thorns had crowned you. 

 



Verse 3 

Yet, O Lord, not thus alone 

make me see your Passion, 

but its cause to me make known 

and its termination. 

For I also and my sin 

wrought your deep affliction; 

this the shameful cause has been 

of your crucifixion. 

Verse 4 

Let me view your pain and loss 

with repentant grieving, 

nor prepare again your cross 

by unholy living. 

May I give you love for love! 

Hear me, O my Savior, 

that I may in heav'n above 

sing your praise forever. 

+THE APOSTLES’ CREED {Front Center} (Britt Halaas)   Screen 

  C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only  

        Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius     

        Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;       

        he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the              

        living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  

        forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

+THE PRAYERS {Front Center} (Britt Halaas)    

         After each petition: 

            L:  Lord, in your mercy, 

            C: Hear our prayer.         

+SHARING OF THE PEACE {Front Center} (Britt Halaas)  

L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

 C:  And also with you. 

 L:   For all who are gathered, let us take a moment to welcome one another. For those of you online, please share 

           a word of peace in the comment or chat.  

MEAL 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE  

+THE GREAT THANKSGIVING/DIALOGUE AND PREFACE (Rob) ELW pg. 129/Screen 

 L:  The Lord be with you. 

 C:  And also with you. 

 L:  Lift up your hearts.  

 C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and  

     praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to   

     cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we  

     may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth  

     and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (brief intro)                                                                                                     ELW pg. 130/Screen 

 C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 

       in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the  

         highest 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Rob)                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 



+THE LORD’S PRAYER (Rob) Screen 

 C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as   

   it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  

                    trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

                    and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION/ALL ARE WELCOME 

COMMUNION SONG                                                 “Lamb of God”                                                  ELW pg. 135/Screen

 C:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the     

       sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND RESPONSE (On Screen)    Screen 

L:  During this time of reflection and response please fill out your welcome card with any prayer request  

      and use this time to prepare your offering. Enjoy this time.  

COMMUNION ANTHEM “Surely the Lord Is In This Place”        C. F. Mueller 

St. Luke’s Choir 

+POST-COMMUNION BLESSING (Rob)                                                                                                      

L:  The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen 

+POST-COMMUNION PRAYER {Front Center} (Rob) 

L:  Faithful, generous, abiding God, we give you thanks for the Bread of Heaven and the Cup of Salvation. May    

      the taste of this meal linger so that we will be strengthened in our Lenten journey. Give us courage to hear  

      what may seem harsh so that we can find a deeper relationship with you. To your glory,  

C:  Amen. 

SENDING 

+BENEDICTION {Front Center} (Rob)    

 L:  Let us follow Jesus’ way. Rejoice in hope, hold fast to what is good, persevere in prayer. Do not be overcome   

                    by evil, but overcome evil with good. As far as is possible, live peaceably with all.  

   C:  Amen.   

+SENDING HYMN “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” ELW #678/Screen 

Verse 1 

God, whose giving knows no ending, 

from your rich and endless store: 

nature's wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, 

costly cross, grave’s shattered door, 

gifted by you, we turn to you, 

off'ring up ourselves in praise; 

thankful song shall rise forever, 

gracious donor of our days. 

Verse 2 

Skills and time are our for pressing, 

toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 

all at peace in health and freedom, 

races joined, the church made one. 

Now direct our daily labor, 

lest we strive for self alone; 

born with talents, make us servants 

fit to answer at your throne. 

Verse 3 

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 

gain through pow’rs your grace conferred; 

ours to use for home and kindred, 

and to spread the gospel word. 

Open wide our hands in sharing, 

as we heed Christ’s ageless call, 

healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 

serving you by loving all. 

+DISMISSAL {Back} (Rob) 

 L:  We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

 C:  In the name of Christ. Amen. 

POSTLUDE     

Altar Flowers Today Given by 

Maddie Boyle 

In memory of Gerry,  

our 64th anniversary 
 


