Dear Community:
For the last months the Socio-Eco Justice and Peacemaking group has been working on a Land Acknowledgment. You might recall the issue being brought up at a Town Hall meeting and also by some sisters to the attention of the Council. 
On October 5th, in a ritual at Assisi Heights we will make the Land Acknowledgment public with the Dakota Native Peoples present and the city of Rochester invited to participate. 
An Indigenous Land Acknowledgment is an effort to recognize the Indigenous past, present, and future of a particular location and to understand our own place within that relationship. 
It is:
· an important way to understand the history that has brought us to reside on this land
· a celebration of indigenous communities who were the original inhabitants of the area where we live
· a simple way of resisting the erasure of indigenous histories & working toward honoring and inviting the truth
· a sincere action, and includes a pledge of how we can repair by our actions (i.e.) honoring mother earth; working for native peoples’ treaties; consciousness raising etc.
In doing so:
· need to always be aware of the names of the tribes, to recognize they are still here In our case, here in Rochester they are the Dakota and Ho-Chunk Peoples. 
· to understand the native peoples’ displacement & the fact that to this day, all treaties are not honored
· to show respect and gratitude to indigenous people
To be done:
· at beginning of any gathering (meetings, webinars, church services, community events)
· with pledge to repair with our actions

 If you want more information on this issue visit the following pages by clicking on the link:
Video: Native Peoples talk about what Land Acknowledgment means to them. 

https://nativegov.org/resources/indigenous-land-acknowledgment-video/ 

Beyond Land Acknowledgment.
https://nativegov.org/resources/beyond-land-acknowledgment-a-guide/
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