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A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of God 

Ecumenical Prayer Service for the Season of Creation 

Wednesday, September 1, 2021 
 

 

“The Earth is God’s and all that is in it.” 
 

Every creature belongs to the Earth community and the entire community belongs 

to the Creator.  A Greek word for this Earth community is oikos.  Oikos describes 

our ‘common home,’ as Pope Francis calls it in Laudato Si’.  Our common home, the 

Earth belongs to God, and each beloved creature belongs to this common oikos.   
 

Each creature is important and contributes to the health and resilience of the 

biodiverse ecosystem in which it lives.  Humans belong in the right relationship 

within this Earth community.  We are made from the same stuff of the Earth, and 

are cared for by our co-creatures and the land.  We are called to repent and 

reshape our political, social and economic systems towards just, sustainable 

economies of life, which respect the life-giving ecological limits of our common 

home.  We hope that this Season of Creation renews our call to care and sustain 

an ecological turning that will ensure all creatures can find their home to flourish, 

and participate in renewing the oikos of God.   
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Gathering Song           The Ways of the Universe 

 

 
 

Copyright 2005, Jan Novotka’s Music LLC.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 
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Greeting  

 

Leader: We gather in the name of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of 

the Earth and all its creatures!  

 

All: Praise be to the Holy Trinity! God is sound and life, Creator of the 

Universe, Source of all life, whom the angels sing; wondrous Light 

of all mysteries known or unknown to humankind, and life that lives 

in all. (Hildegard of Bingen, 13th Century)  

 

 

Prayer to the Four Directions 

 

Leader: Creator, the strength of all creatures, we honor your Spirit who 

renews the world and calls us to care for your creation to the East, to 

the South, to the West and to the North.  We live by the ways you 

have entrusted to us within the circle of life.    

 
(We turn our bodies to the Four Directions as we pray the following prayers. Begin by turning 

toward the East and continue to turn, with each prayer, in a clockwise direction.)  

 

Leader: Spirit of the East, we greet you. 

We bless you for the clouds that protect us  

from the harmful rays of the sun.   

We bless you for the sunrise at dawn.   

 

All:  We call on you to fill our minds with the knowledge of your creation,  

in all of its delicacy,   

so that we might change our ways of greed and begin again  

to respect the fragile limits of the earth’s resources.   

 

Leader: Spirit of the South, we greet you. 

We bless you for the heat of summers.   

We bless you for spring flowers and birds.   
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All:  We ask you to fill us with a longing for that eternal springtime  

when all of us will listen to you call and heed your commands.   

We need your help to rest from our own feverish rushing to attend  

to your work in our world.   

 

Leader: Spirit of the West, we greet you.   

We bless you for deserts and for dry winds.   

We bless you for sunsets that remind us of the beauty of you.   

We bless you for arid wastelands and the Mystery of night.   

 

All:  We ask that you remind us to retreat from our busy day long enough  

to listen to your word in our hearts. 

 

Leader: Spirit of the North, we greet you.   

We bless your cold winds and those snow-covered lands.   

We bless all the frozen waters and icebergs.   

 

All:  Help us to recognize the coldness in our own hearts.   

Draw us out of ourselves into a world in need of warmth.   

Waken in us a heart fired up with love  

so that we will not tolerate injustice.   

Amen.  
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Psalmody                       Adapted from Psalm 84 and 24 
 

Response: The Earth is God’s and all that is in it!  
 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O God of hosts!  R.    
 

My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of God;  

my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.  R.    
 

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,  

where she may lay her young, at your altars, O God of hosts;  

happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise.  R.    
 

As they go through the valley of Baca, the valley of tears,  

they make it a place of springs; the early rain also covers it with pools.  

O God of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you.  R.    

 

 
 

Lament     Litany for the Earth 
 

“Praise be to you, my God, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and 

governs us, and who produces various fruit with colored flowers and herbs.” 
 

With these words, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is 

like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her 
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arms to embrace us. This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have 

inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God 

has endowed her ... This is why the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is 

among the most abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she “groans in childbirth” 

(Rom 8:22). And so we pray. (adapted from Laudato Si')  

 

 

 
 

Text based on “A Prayer for Our Earth” by Pope Francis, from Laudato Si: On Care for our Common Home.   

Text and music Copyright 2016, Barbara Bridge.  Published by OCP Publications. 

All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under license #A-704172, OneLicense.net. 
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Reflection  
 

When we speak of the “environment,” what we really mean is a 
relationship existing between nature and the society which lives in it. 
Nature cannot be regarded as something separate from ourselves or as 
a mere setting in which we live. We are part of nature, included in it 
and thus in constant interaction with it.  (Laudato Si’, #139) 
 

How easy it is for us to lose track of our many connections with our sisters and 
brothers across the globe – our fellow humans, animals, plants, the air, water, soils 
and other earth elements.  There are so many ways we have become distracted 
from these very important relationships.  Yet – deep down we know – none of us 
can live without drinkable water, clean air, or good soil for growing food.   
 

Though it’s not always apparent – everything on the planet is related with 
everything else – the cities, the forests, the oceans, the air…EVERYTHING! 
 

When something happens to one – it affects everyone and everything – nearby and 
far away – a smoking factory, a contaminated stream, a strip-mined mountain – 
everything and everyone around it suffers, and our most vulnerable neighbors 
suffers the most. 
 

In Laudato Si’ Pope Francis calls us to “ecological conversion” - to take time to 
reflect on the many ways you and I are deeply and profoundly connected to 
everything and everyone else.  Daily - you and I need to value and treat each and 
every one of our fellow creatures – in the same loving and respectful way – that 
God values and treats us.   
 

Caring for God’s creation, as God cares for us will – no doubt – require each of us 
to change what we do to use up more than our fair share of God’s many gifts. 
 

Pope Francis calls everyone to a lifestyle rooted in integral ecology – a world view 
and a way of thinking, being, and acting that recognizes that, everything is related 
to everything else.   

 

Today – take five minutes – and look around you …  
How are you connected to the world?   
What can you do today to build more positive connections? 

 

(Dawn Nothwehr, OSF) 
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Quiet Meditation 

 

Song                      Sacred Creation 

 
 

Sacred Creation.  Text: Based on a text by St. Francis of Assisi, ca. 1182-1226, and the inspiration of Louis Vitale, OFM;  
Rufino Zaragoza, OFM.  Text and Music Copyright 1990, Rufino Zaragoza, OFM.  Published by OCP Publications. 

All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under license #A-704172, OneLicense.net. 
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Profession of Faith  

 

We belong to the Creator in whose image we are all made.  

In God we are breathing, in God we are living,  

in God we share the life of all creation.  

 

We belong to Jesus Christ, the true icon of God and of humanity.  

In Jesus Christ God is breathing, in Jesus Christ God is living,  

through Jesus Christ we are reconciled.  

 

We belong to the Holy Spirit,  

who gives us new life and strengthens our faith.  

In the Spirit love is breathing, in the Spirit truth is living,  

the breath of God always moves us.  

 

We belong to the Holy Trinity, who is one in all and Three-in-One.  

In God we are all made, in Christ we are all saved,  

in the Spirit we are all united.  

 

Together, we belong to the Earth, our common home.  

The Earth is God’s and all that is in it!  

 
(Per Harling)  

 

 

Intercessory Prayers  
 

Let us join our hearts and minds together as we contemplate all creation and the 
Creator’s gifts.  
 

Response: God of all, we give our thanks. 
 

Let us contemplate our Mother, the Earth, upon whom we walk and who 
supports us and nurtures life in all its forms. We think of the minerals, the 
fungi, and bacteria that give life to soil, bodies and systems.  We pray we 
can learn to walk on Earth with more respect.  R.  
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Let us contemplate the reasons why we are gathered. For this place in which 
we gather, and for all of the animals and plants that call this place home.  R. 

 

Let us contemplate the whole human family whose livelihood and well-being 
depends on the well-being of the Earth. We lift up the men, women and 
children who are displaced from their homes.  R. 

 

Let us turn our minds to the sacred waters of the world, the great oceans, 
aquifers, lakes, rivers and streams, the life that lives in the waters and 
those that give itself to be our food.  R. 

 

Let us now turn our thoughts to the plant life of the Creator’s world. That 
which is below ground; the roots and vegetables. That which puts just its 
head above the ground: the grasses, medicines, plants and bushes. All of the 
many kinds of good fruit the Creator has given us. And finally, the great 
trees of the forest that we know of as the “Standing Ones.”  R. 

 

Let us think of all our kindred animals, those that crawl, walk, swim and fly. 
We give thanks for those that provide food for us, those that sustain cycles 
in their work and living, those that provide companionship and beauty.  R. 

 

Let us think of the birds of the air. The feathered ones that are the 
messengers between us and the Creator.  R. 

 

Let us contemplate the relationships that sustain life in this beloved 
community. We think of the “Three Sisters,” corn, beans and squash who 
nurture, guard and sustain as they grow together.  These relationships are 
gifts from the Creator and our sustenance.  R. 

 

(Inspired by the Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Prayer and passed through, among others, Archbishop 
Mark MacDonald, National Indigenous Anglican Archbishop)  
 

Creator God, look upon the creatures gathered here together and send us where 
you would have us go, so that we may embody the ministry of justice for your 
Creation through our being and acts. Walk with us so that we may face the winds 
of change and walk the good road. Protect and renew our common home. Enlighten 
us. Sustain us. May God our Creator be with us this day and always. Amen.  
 

(Adapted from Celebrating Creation: Honoring Indigenous People, Kelly Sherman-Conroy, ELCA)  
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Prayer of Jesus 
 

We pray our common prayer that Christ taught us.  
 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  

Source of all that is and that shall be,  

Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven:  

The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe!  

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!  

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  

Your beloved community of peace and freedom  

sustain our hope and come on earth.  

With the bread we need for today, feed us.  

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us.  

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.  
 
(Adapted from The New Zealand Book of Prayer | He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa.  

This version of the Lord’s prayer was influenced by Maori theologians.)  
 

 

Sharing of Peace  
 

If we are in Christ, we are becoming a new creation. One Home, One Body.  

We see God around us. We see God within us. We give thanks to our 

Creator.  
 

The peace of our Creator be with you in all things.  

And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share peace with your neighbor, and speak a word of peace to 

the land on which we gather, and the creatures who share this common home.  

 
(adapted from Celebrating Creation: Honoring Indigenous People, Kelly Sherman-Conroy, ELCA)  
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Final Blessing              The Peace of the Earth/La Paz de la Tierra 

 

May God who established the dance of creation,  

lead us to transform our lives and world  

to reflect God’s glory in creation.  
 

(CTBI Eco-Congregation Programme)  

 

 
          

Letra: Tradicional de Guatemala; tr. por Christine Carson.  Musica: Tradicional de Guatemala; arm. por John L. Bell.   

Copyright 1998, Christine Carson y Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agente.   

All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under license #A-704172, OneLicense.net. 

  

 

-The prayer service is adapted from texts and prayers from the Ecumenical 

Prayer Service for the Season of Creation 2021. 


