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We all did it!!!! On the very last, 
87th day of the 2019 State Leg-

islature, history was made as the House 
passed SB 338: the Montana Museums 
Act of 2020 by a vote of 58 - 40.

As most have heard by now, this  
creative bill raised Montana’s  
accommodations tax by 1%, to fund the 
long-awaited construction of the Montana 
Historical Society’s new Heritage Center, 
and funded a permanent grants program 
for museums and statewide historic  
preservation projects. The bill’s formula 
is expected to generate $2.5M - $3M 
every year for preservation grants which 
will be administered through the MT  
Department of Commerce. After 15 years 
of advocacy, interim studies, and bills 
that got vetoed, died in committee or on 
the floor - We are simply amazed!

Senator Terry Gauthier of Helena 
championed our cause with great  
support throughout the session from some 
key lawmakers on both sides of the aisle, 
including Sen. Jill Cohenour of East  
Helena, Sen. Fred Thomas of Stevens-
ville, Rep. Julie Dooling of Helena, and 
Rep. Nancy Ballance of Hamilton. This 

was a truly momentous effort and MHS’s 
Bruce Whittenberg and Denise King, are 
to be thanked profusely for never giving 
up despite many setbacks along the way.

This is a time to be grateful for the  
vision of our elected leaders -- Governor 
Steve Bullock and Lt. Governor Mike 
Cooney -- who share the conviction that 
our heritage is one of the most essential 
things we can pass on to future genera-
tions. And most especially we are grate-
ful to the many legislators who valiantly 
carried the torch on this and similar bills 
in past, laying the groundwork for this 
tremendous victory for all Montanans. 

In Bruce’s words: April 25 “was a huge 
day for Montana and our museums and 
heritage sites.  An ongoing investment 
was made in our work, our passion and 
our history.  Montana deserves no less!”

-MPA Director, Chere Jiusto

The Great 338: A Long Time Coming 
A gift to the future of our state and to Montanans everywhere. . . 
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The MPA is pleased to announce that our 5th 
biennial Preservation Road Show will be held in 
White Sulphur Springs, highlighting the history of 
the town, and surrounding Meagher and Wheatland 
Counties. 

Through our work to revitalize and renew rural 
communities, the MPA team has gotten to know the 

people and the history of White Sulphur Springs on a deeper, more 
personal level. Our staff, volunteers, and board could not be more 
excited to show off all that this plucky community has to offer. As 
a vibrant, rebounding town with a rich history in everything from 
mining and logging to literature and entertainment, White Sulphur 
Springs is ideally suited to showcase the great potential that lies 
within many rural Montana communities. 

Tours will feature a number of Meagher County towns, both 
active and inactive. Attendees will have the chance to explore  
several ghost towns including Sixteen and Castle, they will  
experience the history of influential local rancher Charles M. Bair 
and his family in Martinsdale, and they will tread the path of  
author Ivan Doig in White Sulphur Springs and Ringling. Of 
course, it wouldn’t be a trip into central Montana without stop-
ping in Harlowton, as well as Lennep and Two Dot along the way. 
And our trip to White Sulphur wouldn’t be complete without some 
down home country music. 

The 2020 Road Show will delve into the socio-economic 
history of the Hot Springs, the romance of local authors Taylor Gordon, Walt Coburn and Ivan 
Doig, the changes occurring alongside White Sulphur’s growth as an arts community, and more. 
As always, participants will have the chance to ride along with historians, authors, professors, 
preservationists, and archaeologists as we visit historic trails, barns, churches, grain elevators, 
schoolhouses, and downtown storefronts. Participants will also engage in enriching 
discussions featuring a wide array of projects from the most rural portions of the county to 
urban downtown efforts.

Registration for the conference will open in December.             
 

Fort Connah Paradise School
A huge congratulations to our 
friends at the Fort Connah Res-
toration Society for receiving a 
$5,000 grant to repair their roof. 
The log structure is the oldest 
building in Montana and the 
only remaining Hudson’s Bay Trading Post in its original 
location in the U.S. Roof repairs will include removal of 
failing shingles, repairs to sheathing, eaves and fascia, 
and replacement of wood cedar shingles and a ridgecap.  

Since last summer, the MPA has 
been spending a lot of time in 
Paradise, Montana working with 
the community to help develop 
programming and long term  
feasibility options to keep their 
beautiful school in great condition. With this year’s grant, 
the Paradise Elementary School Preservation Committee 
will be able to restore the school’s bell tower, putting a 
crowning touch on their project to repurpose the school as 
a visitor-arts-and-community center.  

More Congratulations Are in Order . . . 
The Montana Preservation Alliance is proud to be part of the following projects by providing on-going technical assistance and 
educational support. Thanks to grant funding made possible by the Montana History Foundation these projects and a number of 
other worthy historic properties & buildings will be receiving much-needed restoration work this year. 

White Sulphur Springs Here We Come! 
The 2020 Montana Preservation Road Show Heads to Meagher County 

http://www.preservemontana.org/
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Hidden Helena Success 
$7,000 Raised for Historic Preservation Projects 

Old Building, New Home 
The MPA Has Moved!

A street level, corner office with rows and rows of win-
dows isn’t too shabby. It was chilly mid-February when the 
Montana Preservation Alliance packed up our office in Reed-
er’s Alley and headed for the hustle and bustle of downtown. 
Fighting snow piles and ice, staff and volunteers did a heroic 
job of downsizing into our new home. The MPA was fortunate 
to find space in the 1889 Diamond Block, where history is not 
only alive in our own office walls, but is visible in the City-
County Building, the Power Block, and the historic homes 
nearby. With heavier foot traffic and a busy road, the MPA is 
getting more attention than ever, making it easier to spread the 
word about preservation work across the state.  

•	 Butte-Silver Bow All Nations Workshops 
Summer 2019, Butte-Silver Bow Archives

       Join the MPA and Butte-Silver Bow Archives staff for 
       community heritage training, artifact collection, and 
       educational discussions on three of Butte’s ethnic 
       communities (Mexican, German, and Finnish).  

          -     German Heritage Workshop: June 14-15, 2019 
          -     Finnish Heritage Workshop: July 19-20, 2019
          -     Mexican Heritage Workshop: August 2-3, 2019  
         -    Jewish Heritage Exhibit Opening: Sept. 20, 2019

•	 Hidden Helena Rural
       September 28 (Saturday), from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
        MPA invites you on a self-guided tour of hidden rural sites
        in the Helena valley. The map will feature schoolhouses,  
       mountain towns, and more. Visit PreserveMontana.org for
       tickets and information.

Upcoming Events 
The best way to preserve history is to get involved!

Diamond In The Rough
The Diamond Block was one of five buildings 
developed by local business magnate Thomas C. 
Power during the booming days of Helena’s com-
mercial district. Power hired well-known archi-
tect James Stranahan to design the unique build-
ing. Visitors who have been fortunate enough to 
wander through will note the triangular shape of 
the structure. This is due to the original plat of 
the mining claim on which the Diamond Block  

still sits today.

The crowds turned out in big numbers for MPA’s second 
downtown Hidden Helena event on April 11. Folks explored the 
secret passages of Helena’s historic churches, marveled at the  
restoration projects completed in several local homes, and learned 
a little bit about the incredible businesses that inhabit Helena’s 
historic buildings. Beloved local historian Ellen Baumler joined 
the fun from her office in Reeder’s Alley answering any and all 
questions from excited tour-goers, and appetizers were available 
throughout the tour thanks to several building hosts. 

Through the power of curiosity, local history buffs and  
adventurers alike made it possible for the MPA to raise over $7,000 
for preservation projects all across Montana! None of this would 
have been possible without the contributions of eight generous 
sponsors, 17 building owners, and a whole host of volunteers.  
Rolling right into our next tour, the MPA is already lining up 
a set of hidden rural sites for Saturday, September 28th.  For 
the early birds out there, tickets are already available online at  
http://www.preservemontana.
org/hidden-helena-2019. And 
for those attending the Mon-
tana Historical Society con-
ference that week in Helena, 
special tickets and times will 
be available.
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Join us today! All members receive a one-year subscription to 
our Preserve Montana newsletter, notices of upcoming events, updates 
on statewide preservation issues, and discount admission to the Road 
Show and workshops throughout the year. 

name______________________________________ 

address____________________________________ 

state/zip___________________________________ 

e-mail_____________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to: 
Montana Preservation Alliance,  

44 West 6th Ave, Suite 110, Helena, MT 59601 

Advanced Membership:
• Platinum $2000
• Golden $1000
• Silver $ 500 
• Bronze $ 250

Basic Membership:
• Copper $100
• Titanium  $75
• Aluminum $50 
•  Iron  $25

New Volunteer Opportunities 
Guidebook Writer: The MPA Path Less Traveled: Guide to 
Hidden Rural Heritage has received an incredible response and 
people are asking for more! We need capable writers who can help 
research and create entries for our guidebook and map. 

Photography Volunteer: Are you off on an adventure this summer? 
The MPA is asking for a couple of people to photograph the his-
toric places they visit during their summer excursions. Volunteers 
will need their own camera to participate, and the images collected 
could be published on our website, social media accounts, or in 
formal reports.

Empower History
Without support, historic places in Montana deteriorate yearly, 
monthly, and even daily. By offering our donors multiple ways to 
support our mission, the MPA is able to give more preservation  
dollars to Montana’s most endangered historic places.

Here’s How You Can Help:
•	 Give to the MPA Endowment: Allow your support to have the 

longest lasting impact possible while saving on your tax bill. 
Contact MPA to discuss options for givimg and tax advantages.

•	 Donate Items: Visit our website for a list of tangible items that 
we always need, from restoration materials to office supplies.

•	 Honorary & Gift Membership: Empower history on behalf of 
someone special in your life. Donate in honor of a loved one or 
simply help spread the word by gifting a membership to 
friends and family.

Endowment Addition 
Add on to help building the MPA Endowment with  $______ .

DONATION TOTAL $__________________________________


