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SCCLD Offers New Online Program to Help 
Adults Get High School Diplomas 
 Career Online High School Program Available is Free 

 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF. – Earning a high school diploma can be a life-changing 
achievement, but sometimes life gets in the way of reaching one’s goals. That is why the Santa 
Clara County Library District is partnering with Gale, a Cengage Company, and the California 
State Library to offer an innovative new program – Career High School Online (COHS). COHS is a 
convenient and flexible program that is conducted entirely online at a student’s pace.  

Once enrolled in the program, COHS pairs each student with an 
academic coach who offers ongoing guidance and encouragement, 
evaluates their performance and connects the student with 
resources to help them succeed. Classes are supported by board-
certified instructors and students have 24/7 access to the online 
learning platform. Participants have 18 months to complete the 
program. In addition to a high school diploma, participants who 
finish will also receive a credentialed career certificate in one of 
eight high-growth, high-demand fields.  

“We hope to empower participants to seek new opportunities that 
transform their lives through Career Online High School,” said 
County Librarian Jennifer Weeks. “COHS is a great way for someone 
to earn their high school diploma and improve their job skills or 

open the doors for college study. Because it can be done at their own pace, it allows 
participants to balance other priorities, like work and family.” 

According to the U.S. Census, in Santa Clara County, more than 10% of adults over the age of 25 
do not have a high school degree or equivalent.  

“Education can open the door to many opportunities,” said President of the Santa Clara County 
Board of Supervisors and Library Joint Powers Authority Board Chair, Mike Wasserman. “By 
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offering numerous free resources, SCCLD is dedicated to improving lifelong learning. The 
addition of Career Online High School gives patrons access to education and the potential to 
change their lives.”  
 
To qualify, applicants must be SCCLD residents, be at least 19 years of age, and have a 
library account in good standing. All classes are taught in English, with participants needing to 
read at a seventh-grade level or above. SCCLD has a limited number of scholarships available. 
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About the Santa Clara 
County Library District 

 
The Santa Clara County Library District (SCCLD) promotes knowledge, ideas, and cultural enrichment. Its collection 
includes more than 2 million books, videos, CDs, DVDs/Blu-rays, audiobooks, eBooks and extensive online resources 
accessible from anywhere with an internet connection. In 2014, SCCLD celebrated one hundred years of service to local 
residents. 
 
For the last thirteen years, SCCLD has been consistently recognized as one of America’s Star Libraries by Library 
Journal. In 2020, SCCLD was ranked among the top ten libraries in the United States with expenditures over $30 
million in their Index of Public Library Service. In 2014 and 2019, SCCLD won Innovator Awards from the Urban Libraries 
Council. SCCLD also received a Challenge Award in 2019 from the California State Association of Counties. 
 
SCCLD includes two bookmobiles, an online library, seven community libraries and one branch library serving 
Campbell, Cupertino, Gilroy, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Milpitas, Monte Sereno, Morgan Hill, Saratoga and the 
unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County. In 2019, SCCLD had over 428,000 library accounts and welcomed 3.4 
million visitors, who borrowed 10.2 million items. 
 
Find the Santa Clara County Library District online: www.sccld.org 
 

Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter. Look for us on Instagram and YouTube. @SCCLD 
 

Subscribe to our weekly email: https://sccld.org/news/ 
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