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Santa Clara County Library District  
Goes Fine Free in 2021 

 Existing Fines Will be Forgiven 
 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF. – The Santa Clara County Library District (SCCLD) is happy to 
announce the elimination of late fines for all SCCLD materials, including books, magazines, 
music, and movies. While SCCLD has not charged late fines for children’s materials for years, 
the new change covers materials for all ages. Fine Free went into effect on Friday, January 1, 
2021 to kick off the new year. 

“One of the core values of the Santa Clara County Library District is ensuring equal and open 
access to library services. Fines do not affect everyone equally. They pose a greater barrier for 
those who may have a greater need for library services,” President of the Santa Clara County 
Board of Supervisors and Library Joint Powers Authority Board Chair, Mike Wasserman said. 
“Especially in tough economic times, access to public libraries are more critical than ever and 
eliminating late fines will certainly benefit our residents.” 

Existing late fines will also be forgiven, so patrons can start the year with a clean slate. Patrons 
may not see existing fines removed from their accounts until later in the month. Fees for lost 
items will remain, and the processing fees have been reduced for most items. Please visit the 
website for details. 

Also, SCCLD recently launched a new auto-renewal feature. This automatically extends due 
dates on eligible physical materials from SCCLD. There are a few requirements for eligibility, 
including more available copies than holds, and not reaching the maximum number of five 
renewals. Patrons will receive notifications with each successful auto-renewal. 

“Auto-renewals are a wonderful new feature, providing convenience and peace of mind, as well 
as three more weeks to enjoy library materials,” said County Librarian, Jennifer Weeks. “This is 
another important service we are proud to offer our patrons during this challenging time when 
staying home is safest.” 

about:blank
https://sccld.org/blogs/post/santa-clara-county-library-district-goes-fine-free-in-2021/
https://sccld.org/renewals/


 
 

 
 
Patrons with questions about their account can contact the library Monday-Saturday from 10 
a.m. - 6 p.m., excluding holidays. Staff are available by phone at (408) 540-3945, text at (833) 
209-6600, email, or chat. Please visit the website to use email or chat. Curbside and walkup 
holds pickup services continue at all seven SCCLD community libraries. Hours vary by location to 
accommodate patrons’ busy schedules.  
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About the Santa Clara 
County Library District 

 
The Santa Clara County Library District (SCCLD) promotes knowledge, ideas, and cultural enrichment. Its collection 
includes more than 2 million books, videos, CDs, DVDs/Blu-rays, audiobooks, eBooks and extensive online resources 
accessible from anywhere with an internet connection. In 2014, SCCLD celebrated one hundred years of service to local 
residents. 
 
For the last thirteen years, SCCLD has been consistently recognized as one of America’s Star Libraries by Library 
Journal. In 2020, SCCLD was ranked among the top ten libraries in the United States with expenditures over $30 
million in their Index of Public Library Service. In 2014 and 2019, SCCLD won Innovator Awards from the Urban Libraries 
Council. SCCLD also received a Challenge Award in 2019 from the California State Association of Counties. 
 
SCCLD includes two bookmobiles, an online library, seven community libraries and one branch library serving 
Campbell, Cupertino, Gilroy, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Milpitas, Monte Sereno, Morgan Hill, Saratoga and the 
unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County. In 2019, SCCLD had over 428,000 library accounts and welcomed 3.4 
million visitors, who borrowed 10.2 million items. 
 
Find the Santa Clara County Library District online: www.sccld.org 
 

Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter. Look for us on Instagram and YouTube. @SCCLD 
 

Subscribe to our weekly email: https://sccld.org/news/ 
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