
TIDINGS  
News & Notes from Saint Luke ’s Parish 

Today’s Services 

For Children & Youth 

The Forum 

December 5, 2021 
The Second Sunday of Advent  

Dear Friends, 
  
This Thanksgiving, Dan and I were able to celebrate with friends in Wood-
stock, New York. Though we were sorry not to be able to travel to see family 
further afield, it was a gift to be with friends who are like family, and we had a 
marvelous time. As I hope each and every one of you did as well. 
  
At our friends’ house, there is a sign, hand painted for a joint birthday celebra-
tion several years back. It reads in large letters, clearly visible to passing mo-
torists, “SLOW; PARTY.” I have seen that sign a hundred times, and yet, with 
Advent just around the corner, it struck me anew. In so many ways it is the 
perfect message for Advent: “Slow; Party.” 
  
For Advent is the season that both invites us to slow down and to prepare for 
the party that is coming. While the world hurls headlong into holiday mad-
ness, Advent invites us to wait, watch, and prepare. To get in touch with our 
need and longing for God. To look for signs of God at work among us. To an-
ticipate with joy Christ’s coming at Christmas. To get ourselves ready, in eve-
ry sense of the word, to welcome him anew.  
  
This Advent, let’s slow down enough to see God at work among us. And let’s 
get ready to party. For the great good news of this season is the best news 
there is, or ever was: for love’s sake, God has come to be with us and for us. 
And nothing will ever separate us from that. “Slow; party” indeed! 
  
With my love and prayers, 
Ryan 

 
 
 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Church) 
  
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Church) 
                 
5:00 PM Advent Lessons &  
   Carols  (Church) 

Coffee Hour 
8:45 AM AYCC 
 
11:00 AM Outdoor Cloister 
 
11:00 AM  Playground 
 
6:00 PM AYCC 
 

The Christmas Story according to 
Saint Matthew— Naomi 
Cunningham 
Today at 9:00 AM, AYCC 
Think you know the Christmas story? 
Come find out with our clergy and 
staff led Advent series! Each Sunday of 
Advent, we will explore a different 
Gospel's account. We often forget that 
there is not a single Christmas story, 
but rather, each Gospel provides us 
with important and unique insights. 
Naomi Cunningham, Director of 
Youth & Young Adult Ministries, leads 
week two, exploring Matthew’s version 
of the events.  

7:45 –11 AM Childcare 

  Education Building 

9:50 AM Church School 

                Education Building 

Crayons & coloring pages, pencils & activity 
pages, and Board Books are available at the 
Children’s Kiosk located in the Narthex. 

Playground Coffee Hour | 11:00 AM 
Join Children’s Ministries for a special family-friendly coffee hour on the 
Playground after the 10:00 AM service! 
 

Acolyte Training | 11:15 AM 
Anyone interested in being an acolyte is welcome to join us for acolyte 
training the Church. We will learn about all acolyte duties and run 
through a typical service. All ages are welcome. 
 
Pacific House Meal Prep & Serve | 1:00 PM 
Help prep meals for Pacific House men’s shelter in Stamford. Meals are 
prepped at Saint Luke’s from 1-3 PM, and served at Pacific House from 5-
6 PM. Contact Ed Lyons at edlyonsjr@gmail.com for more information. 
 

Advent Lessons & Carols | 5:00 PM 
Experience a glorious evening of Advent carols with Susan Knapp Thom-
as, Harp, the Saint Luke’s Parish Choir and Choristers, the CAYA Band, 
and a series of special readings that will usher us by candlelight into the 
season of love’s expectation. This service will be in person and 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, followed by a festive reception in 
the Anderson Youth & Community Center. 



This Week 

Advent Foundations: The Good Book 
Tuesday, December 7, 7:00 PM 
Our Tuesday evening adult education series, "The 
Foundations" returns in Advent with a four-week course 
entitled "The Good Book: A (re)introduction to the Bible." 
What is the Bible? How do we understand it? How does it 
shape our faith? How do we pray with it? Explore these 
questions and more alongside fellow parishioners. 
Tuesday evenings, 7:00-8:15 PM. Email Ryan Fleenor to 
register or learn more.  
 
Advent Quiet Day 
Saturday, December 11, 8:30 AM-2:00 PM 
Savor a morning of quiet and stillness in the middle of the 
busy holiday season. The Rev. Dawn Stegelmann will lead 
our annual Advent Quiet Day based on our parish-wide 
theme: “Love is on the Way". Please R.S.V.P. to the church 
office, 203-655-1456. $20, lunch provided. 
 
A Close Harmony Christmas 
Saturday, December 11, 2:00 PM in the Church 
The New Consort, presented by Friends of Music 
We are delighted to host New York City’s The New 
Consort for its first-ever holiday concert in Connecticut! 
Join this world-class vocal ensemble as we ring in the 
season with A Close Harmony Christmas. Free admission.  
Donations accepted. 

Monday, December 6 
Morning Prayer, 8:00 AM 
 

Tuesday, December 7 
Morning Prayer, 8:00 AM 
Advent Foundations, 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, December 8 
Morning Prayer, 8:00 AM 
Holy Eucharist, 10:00 AM 
Meditation Group, 6:00 PM  
Community Supper Cooking Prep, 6:30 PM 
 

Thursday, December 9 
Morning Prayer, 8:00 AM 
St. Nicholas Choir Rehearsal, 4:15PM 
Community Supper, 5:00 PM 
St. Cecilia Choir Rehearsal, 5:30 PM 
Voice for Life, 6:30 PM 
Saint Luke’s Parish Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 PM 
 

Friday, December 10 
Morning Prayer, 8:00 AM 

Saturday, December 11 
Advent Quiet Day, 8:00 AM 
Friends of Music “A Close Harmony” Christmas 
Concert, 2:00 PM 
 

Next Sunday                    Third Sunday of Advent           December 12 
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Sunday’s Readings:   Zephaniah 3:14-20, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18, Psalm 85:7-13  
 

The Forum:  The  Christmas Story according to St. Luke— Rev. Susan Wyper | 9:00 AM 
Think you know the Christmas story? Come find out with our clergy and staff led Advent series! Each Sunday of Ad-
vent, we will explore a different Gospel's account. We often forget that there is not a single Christmas story, but rather, 
each Gospel provides us with important and unique insights. Rev. Susan Wyper discusses Luke’s Gospel with us for 
week 3 of this series.   

Ornament Making Morning | 9:00 AM 
Children ages 3 years old - 5th Grade are invited to join us for a Nativity themed ornament activity, 
story and mini bagels & juice. Register online by using the QR code.  

Global Philanthropy Leaders | 12:30 PM 
Global Philanthropy Leaders meets today in the Youth Room. Don’t forget to make a loan before we 
meet! 

Today is your FINAL day to donate to P2P’s Dove Boxes! 
Today, December 5th, is the final day that you can donate towards the Dove Boxes— we are only 35 short of our goal 
of 200!  A $50 donation will be used to purchase a gift card to ShopRite and passed out to families and seniors in our 
community who are in need. Each $50 contribution will cover one family or senior. Donations can be made in the 
Narthex today, or directly on the Saint Luke’s square site (square.link/u/0jgS8rnR). Saint Luke’s will collect the dove 
donations but P2P will actually purchase and deliver the gift cards to the families and individuals.  



News & Upcoming Events 

Connect 
 

Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 19, 11:45 AM in the Church 
This joyous family service tells the Christmas story with 
the full complement of angels, shepherds and sheep. All 
are welcome to attend, children of all ages are welcome to 
participate. Contact Erika Caputo to learn more. 
 
Christmas Flowers & Music 
Parishioners are invited to sponsor the flowers and music 
that adorn the Church at Christmas in memory of, or 
thanksgiving for loved ones. The suggested contribution is 
$75 per listing. Deadline is Monday, Dec. 13 to have names 
included in the Christmas bulletins. Forms are available in 
the Narthex, or email information@ saintlukesdarien.org. 

Worship 

Grow 

Serve 

Give 

Advent Meditations 
Daily, via Email 
We hope these personal reflections by your fellow parish-
ioners will heighten your enjoyment of this most holy and 
expectant season.  Love is on the Way.  And so, too, are 
your daily meditations!  To receive a printed booklet, con-
tact susan.wyper@saintlukesdarien.org.  
 
Holy Land Pilgrimage 
January 27-February 8, 2023 
Join a group of fellow parishioners for the trip of a lifetime 
to walk in the footsteps of Jesus in the Land of the Holy 
One. The Rev. Ryan Fleenor and Canon Iyad Qumri co-
lead this pilgrimage. More info and registration forms 
available at www.saintlukesdarien.org/holy-land.  
 
Podcast: Saint Luke’s Darien 
Haven’t heard our podcast yet? We post the sermon from 
the previous day each Monday in an audio format, allow-
ing you to listen wherever, and whenever. It’s a great way 
to catch up on church in 10 minutes! Available on Apple 
Podcasts, Spotify, and anywhere else you get your pod-
casts.   

Youth Candle Fundraiser 
Let Saint Luke’s help you get your holiday gifts, hassle free! 
We’re selling Thistle Farms candles. Proceeds will go to-
wards our children and youth outreach projects and part-
nerships. The candles cost $30 and you have your choice of 
scent: Cinnamon Cedar or Three Trees. Learn more at 
linktr.ee/saintlukesdarien. 
 
Save the Dates, January 7-9 2022 
"Feed My Starving Children," a town-wide food packing 
event returns to Middlesex Middle School!  Sign-ups for 
participation (a family activity!) will begin later this 
month.  Groups of 10 people encouraged (form a 
team!').  Covid protocol being followed.  No fee to partici-
pate, donations welcome. Contact Fred Elliott 
(elliottfc.07@gmail.com) or Jessica Schmidt 
(jessicaschmidt967@gmail.com). 

Moving Forward Holiday Tea 
The Moving Forward Holiday Tea has been Moved For-
ward! This month’s Tea has been postponed to January. 
Please watch this space for the new date! In the meantime, 
stay safe and Happy Advent! Love, Anne, Faith, Molly, 
Loretta, and Susan, 
 
Carol Sing & Holiday Dinner 
Tuesday, December 14, 5:30 PM in the Church 
All are welcome for an evening of singing 
our favorite Christmas carols in the 
church, followed by a catered dinner in 
the AYCC, including a “special visitor” 
who may surprise the children with a vis-
it! RSVP using the QR code.  
 
CAYA Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 19, 5:00 PM in the AYCC 
Have yourself a very CAYA Christmas! Sing with the band, 
celebrate the Eucharist, sup with your friends!  Potluck 
supper: to sign up to bring something, please email su-
san.wyper@saintlukesdarien.org.  
 

Thank you to everyone who has pledged so far! We are off to a great start. If you would like to join in making a 
2022  Financial Commitment, pledge cards are available at Church or visit www.saintlukesdarien.org/give. 
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About these Prayers 
Saint Luke’s is a community  
committed to prayer. Holding one 
another’s joys, sorrows, and concerns 
before God in prayer is a spiritual 
practice at the heart of our life  
together. We encourage you to pray 
throughout the week for these  
members of our parish family.  
 

We invite you to add yourself or  
others to the Saint Luke’s prayer list 
by submitting a prayer request card, 
notifying Candy Wheelock at 
candy.wheelock@saintlukesdarien.org 
(203-655-1456) or visiting our website.  

Hospitalization or  
Pastoral Issues 
Please notify us if you or a family 
member is hospitalized and/or in 
need of a pastoral call or visit. We 
often have no other way of knowing a 
visit is needed. Please email a member 
of the clergy or call the Parish Office 
(203-655-1456) to reach the  
priest-on-call.  

Sharing Holy Communion 
If illness prevents you or a loved one 
from joining us for regularly  
scheduled services, a priest or a lay 
eucharistic visitor can share Holy 
Communion with you at home or in a 
health care facility. Please contact the 
Rev. Susan Wyper at 203-655-1456 or 
susan.wyper@saintlukesdarien.org 
to schedule a visit. 

Flowers 
The Flower Guild adorns the church 
with flowers and greens thanks to  
donations given in memory of loved 
ones or in thanksgiving for special 
occasions. The names are listed in the 
service bulletins. If you would like to 
make a gift of flowers, please contact 
Lynn Biggart at 203-655-3343 or  
sevenbiggs@aol.com.   

Prayer List 

In our Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Burundi.  
 
In our Diocese, we pray for St. Thomas’, Bethel, Christ Church, Bethlehem; 
and Old St Andrew’s, Bloomfield. 
 
In our parish cycle of prayer, we give thanks for our Parish Choir, Choristers, 
and CAYA Band.  

For the Church 

We commend to God’s care and keeping  Peter A. Goodhue, who died this 
past week.  
 
All who have died from COVID-19. 
 

Those who have died 

Celebrations 
If you would like to ask for prayers for 
the celebrations in your life or in the 
life of a loved one, please contact  
Cindy Scam at 203-655-1456 or 
cindy.scam@saintlukesdarien.org. 

We give thanks for the baptism of Fletcher Leech, grandson of Judy and 
Charlie Barnett. 

We give thanks for last week’s church school teacher, Chris Bolton. 

We give thanks for our Parish Life committee, for making and distributing 
our Advent wreath packs.  

We give thanks for our Flower Guild, for hanging wreaths for Advent around 
our campus.  

We give thanks for those who have made financial contributions to our 2022 
stewardship campaign.  

 

 

Thanksgiving & Celebrations 

Those who have requested our prayers 

For members and friends of the parish who are sick, sorrowful, or in any 
kind of trouble: Aldin, Allison, Bari, Basil, Betsy, Bridgette, Caroline, Char-
lie, Chris, Darlene, Frank & Rita, Gill, Jack, Jessica, Joe & Ginny, John, Jonny, 
Kelsey, Lee, Lynne, Mary Shaw, Nancy, Nanette & Joel, Pam, Pat, Patience, 
Patricia, Peter, Reynolds, Robert & Patti, Sheila, Stephanie, and Tony.  

For our outreach partner, Homefront.  

We pray for God's wisdom and grace to be with the Bishop Transition Com-
mittee as they prepare a slate of candidates for election as the next Bishop 
of Connecticut in May 2022.   

12 Step Groups 
Saint Luke’s hosts multiple 12 Step Re-
covery and Support groups, including 
AA, AlAnon, Alateen, and Fabulous 
Women of Wednesday. Call the Parish 
Office at 203-655-1456 for meeting 
times, or see our online calendar. 


