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Welcome!   
Whoever you are and wherever you may be on  your spiritual journey, we are so 
glad you have joined us for worship today.  May you know the presence of the   
living God who welcomes you here.  Everything you need to participate in today’s 
service is included in this leaflet.  Ushers are available to answer any questions or 
direct you as needed.  If this is your first time with us, we invite you to complete 
and return a welcome card so we can be in touch.  May God bless you now and  
always. 

About Today’s Service 
 

The gospel reading today is Luke’s account of Jesus’ teaching about prayer. He gives his 
disciples a model for prayer and then speaks of God’s willingness to hear our prayers. Jesus 
describes human situations in which a parent’s willingness to give children what they need is 
a sign that God, who is far more loving and good than any human parent, is even more 
ready to grant that which we need. 

Next in the line of prophets after Elijah, Elisha, and Amos comes Hosea. In his day (the 
eighth century B.C.), the kingdom of Israel is on the verge of collapse. Hosea’s life was a 
prophetic sign. He married a prostitute and raised her children, giving them names, which 
indicated God’s rejection of Israel. When his wife is unfaithful, he forgives her and takes her 
back. His life is his message; God will not permanently reject the people even though they 
have been unfaithful. They will become God’s people once again. 

We continue today to read Paul’s epistle to the Colossians. Jesus in his death, resurrection, 
and ascension is the ultimate and perfect mediator between God and humanity. In our 
baptismal union with him, we are not only beneficiaries of his intercession but share with 
him in that mediatorial role. That role is expressed in the liturgy in the Prayers of the 
People, and more generally in our life of prayer. We gather in Eucharist as the priestly 
people of God, called by God into union with Christ, and bringing the world to God that it 
may be redeemed. 
 
 
Adapted from The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 
2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 



 

 

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Eucharist 
In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayers,  

please observe silence upon entering the church.   
“Be still and know that I am God.”  -Psalm 46:10   

 

Opening Voluntary  

 

Rector’s Welcome  

 

Hymn 615 “Thy kingdom come!”                  St. Flavian 

 

The Word of God 

 

Opening Acclamation   
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 

All Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Song of Praise  
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Setting: Robert Powell (1932-2025) 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, 
with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things 
temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 
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The First Lesson  | Hosea 1:1-11    Pew Bible, OT p. 648 

 

The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of Beeri, in the days of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah and in the days of King Jeroboam son of Joash of Israel. When 
the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take for yourself a wife of 
prostitution and have children of prostitution, for the land commits great prostitution by 
forsaking the Lord.” So he went and took Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived 
and bore him a son. 
 

And the Lord said to him, “Name him Jezreel, for in a little while I will punish the house of 
Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. On 
that day I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.” She conceived again and bore 
a daughter. Then the Lord said to him, “Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have 
pity on the house of Israel or forgive them. But I will have pity on the house of Judah, and I 
will save them by the Lord their God; I will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or 
by horses or by horsemen.” When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and bore a 
son. Then the Lord said, “Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not 
your God.” 
 

Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which can be neither 
measured nor numbered, and in the place where it was said to them, “You are not my 
people,” it shall be said to them, “Children of the living God.” The people of Judah and the 
people of Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall appoint for themselves one head, 
and they shall rise up from the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel. 
 

Reader             The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 85 Read by all, responsively. 
  

You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, * 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
 

You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 
and blotted out all their sins. 
 

You have withdrawn all your fury * 
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation. 
 

Restore us then, O God our Savior; * 
let your anger depart from us. 
 

Will you be displeased with us for ever? * 
will you prolong your anger from age to age? 
 

Will you not give us life again, * 
that your people may rejoice in you? 
 

Show us your mercy, O LORD, * 
and grant us your salvation. 



 

 

will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who 
turn their hearts to him. 
 

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 

Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 

Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 

The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 
 

Righteousness shall go before him, * 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 
 

Hymn 635 “If thou but trust in God”             Wer nur den lieben Gott 

 

The Gospel  |  Luke 11:1-13            Pew Bible, NT p. 55 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, 
"Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." He said to them, "When you pray, say: 

 

Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Give us each day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial." 

 

And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 
say to him, `Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I 
have nothing to set before him.' And he answers from within, `Do not bother me; the door 
has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you 
anything.' I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 

 

"So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door 
will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, 
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if 
your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, 
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will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 
 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
   

The Sermon      The Rev. Hannah G. Pommersheim 
 

The Nicene Creed Said by all, standing. 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People |  Form III 
 

Deacon Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Leader Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People That we all may be one. 
 

Leader Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
 

Leader We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Leader We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Leader Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People That our works may find favor in your sight. 



 

 

Leader Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
People  That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Leader Give to the departed eternal rest; 
People  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Leader Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

The people may add their own prayers, aloud or silently. 
 
Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

People Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin 
 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

People  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The Clergy and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
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The Holy Communion 
 

At the Offertory, we gratefully offer back to God a portion of what God has given us, symbolically in 
the bread and wine, and in the money we give. To make an electronic gift today, please either 

visit www.saintlukesdarien.org/give or scan the QR code with your smart phone’s camera.  
Thank you for your generosity.  

 

 
 
 
 
Offertory Sentence   
 

Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God.                              -Ephesians 5:2 

 

Offertory Music 
 

Presentation Hymn   Sung by all, standing.    
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

 Text: Thomas Ken (1637-1711)  
 Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. After Louis 

Bourgeois (1510?-1561?) 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  |  Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  For by 
water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore we praise 
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 
of your Name:  
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Sanctus and Benedictus Sung by all.     

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (1937-2010)  

 
The people remain standing as the Celebrant continues 
 

 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

 

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the  
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

All Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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Celebrant  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring 
us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

 

All AMEN.   
 
Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Fraction Anthem 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting: Gerald R. Near (b. 1942)  
 

The Invitation to Communion 
  

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion, regardless of age 
or denomination. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. If you 
require a gluten-free wafer, please request one. If you wish to receive a blessing 
instead of Communion, please cross your arms over your chest.  

 

Communion Hymn 302       “Father, we thank thee”            Rendez a Dieu 

 

The Postcommunion Prayer 
  

Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 

spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given 
us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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The Blessing 

 

Hymn 388 “O worship the King”                               Hanover 

The Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Voluntary 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar flowers are given today to the Glory of God. 

 

Participants in Today’s Service 
 

Celebrant  The Rev. Ansley E. Walker 

Preacher The Rev. Hannah G. Pommersheim 
Deacon The Rev. G. Hartwell Hylton 
Assisting The Rev. Susan C. Wyper 
 

Lector Al Briganti  
Intercessor Andrea Tidrick 
Chalice Bearers Abby Shiner, Jane Lyons 

 

Organist Huw Jones 

 

Ushers Bill Hayes, Charlie Barnett, Ed Lyons, Eric Wagoner, Pat Houlihan 
  

Altar Guild Linda Allen, Marjorie Gaines, Judy Barnett, Kristen Nelson 

Flower Guild Tasha Nagler  
Flower Delivery Dana Hearty 
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About these Prayers 

Saint Luke’s is a community  committed to prayer. Holding one another’s joys, sorrows, and  concerns 
before God in prayer is a spiritual practice at the heart of our life together. We encourage you to pray 
throughout the week for these members of our parish family.  
We invite you to add yourself or others to the Saint Luke’s prayer list by submitting a prayer request 
card or notifying the Parish Office at 203-655-1456 or info@saintlukesdarien.org. 

 

Pastoral Visits 

Please notify us if you or a family member is hospitalized and/or in need of a pastoral call or visit. We 
often have no other way of knowing a visit is needed. Please email a member of the clergy or call the 
Parish Office. 

 

Flowers 
The Flower Guild adorns the church with flowers and greens thanks to donations given in memory of 
loved ones or in thanksgiving for special occasions. The names are listed in the service bulletins.  
If you would like to make a gift of flowers, please contact Aynsley Joyce at 203-655-1456  or  
aynsleyjoyce@gmail.com. 

Prayer List 

For the Church 
 

In our Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea 
In our Diocese, we pray for St. John’s, Salisbury;  Trinity, Seymour;  Christ Church,     
Sharon, Parish office volunteers, curates, seminary  interns, parish assistants & associates, 
and for missional curacies .   
In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for the Staff at Saint Luke’s Parish. 

 
 

Those who have requested our prayers 

 

For members and friends of the parish who are sick, sorrowful, or in any kind of   
trouble: Charlie, Cody, Lauren, Anne, Foster, Nathan, Desi, Mary, Chloe, Christian, 
George, Quay, Elizabeth, Jim, Michael, Bill, Beth, Brad, John, Annemarie, Rita, Pete,    
Nancy, Ross, Kerry. 
  

In our Outreach cycle of prayer, we pray for Cuba: Santa Cruz del Norte, our partner par-
ish in Cuba, and for the whole Diocese of Cuba. 

 Those who have died 

 

All whom we love but see no more. 
 

All who have died in civil and military conflict around the world, especially in the Holy 
Land, Sudan, and Ukraine.  



 

 

Assisting Clergy and Program Staff 

Priest Associate Campus Partners 
The Rev. Dawn Stegelmann 
The Rev. G. Hartwell Hylton 

 
 
 

Elizabeth Hearle 
Parish School Director 

 

Nancy Coughlin 
Director of Person-to-Person 

Saint Luke’s Parish 
A parish in the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, 

a member of the world-wide Anglican Communion. 
  

The Most Rev. Sean W. Rowe, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey W. Mello, Bishop of Connecticut          

  The Rt. Rev. Laura J. Ahrens, Bishop Suffragan 

  

Rector 
  

The Rev. Ryan C. Fleenor 

  

2025-2026 Vestry 
  

Beverly Kelsey, Senior Warden        Bill Bowman, Junior Warden         
David Martin, Treasurer        Fred Elliott, Clerk 

 Class of 2026 
Al Briganti  

Whitney Cruetz 
Barbara May  

Class of 2027  
Eric Bickford 

Victoria Bolton  
Lida Ward  

Class of 2028 
Barclay Bowen 
Bion Piepmeier 
Tammy Sload 

Erika Caputo 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

 

Lyle Foster 
Facilities Manager 

 

Dee Fumega 
Office Manager 

 

Huw Jones 
Associate Organist 

 

Amy O’Kane 
Director of Communications 

 

 
 

The Rev. Hannah G. Pommersheim 
Associate Rector 

 

H. David Pulliam 
Director of Music and Organist 

 

The Rev. Ansley E. Walker 
Associate Rector 

 

Kelly Wheeler 
Director of Engagement 

 

Ron Wilson 
Director of Finance 

 

The Rev. Susan C. Wyper 
Pastoral Associate 



 

 

Our Vision 
 

 A world transformed by the love of Jesus Christ 
 for all people. 
  

 

Our Mission 
  

 Living together as disciples of Christ, we seek to: 
 

 Grow personally in faith, 
 acknowledging our imperfection and need of grace; 
 

 Build an accepting & transforming community, 
 extending God’s unconditional welcome to all; 
 

 Work alongside our neighbors, 
 forming partnerships to serve the world.  
 

 Let it begin with me. 
 

 

Our Invitation 
 

 Grow in love of God. 
 

 Love your neighbor as yourself. 
 

 Serve the world in Christ’s name.   
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Grow 
 

Love 
 

Serve  

Saint Luke’s Parish 

1864 Post Road, Darien, CT  06820     203-655-1456 

saintlukesdarien.org 


