Saint Luke’s Parish

1864 Post Road, Darien, Connecticut 06820

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15, 2020
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Preacher: The Reverend Susan C. Wyper
Celebrant: The Reverend Derek J. Stefanovsky

The Opening Voluntary
Rector’s Greeting
Hymn in Procession 53

Please stand and sing with your heart as the Quartet sings.

Humming behind your mask is acceptable at any time during what would normally be sung by the congregation.

Text: Jan Roh (1485?—1547)
Music: Gottes Sohn ist kommen, melody Michael Weisse (d. 1534)

The Word of God
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hear ts ar e open, all desir es known, and fr om you no secr ets ar e hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy Name: through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise: Benedictus es, Domine

Sung by the Quartet.
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S-236, J. Rutter

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have
given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Please be seated.

The First Lesson

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated
his guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their
dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.” Their wealth shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they
shall not drink wine from them. The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of
the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of
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ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle
cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will bring such distress upon people that they shall
walk like the blind; because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh
like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord's wrath; in the fire of his
passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm: 90:1-8, 12

Sung by the Quartet.

Anglican Chant, T. Norris

1 Lord, you have been our refuge *
from one generation to another.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth,
or the land and the earth were born, *
from age to age you are God.
3 You turn us back to the dust and say, *
"Go back, O child of earth."
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past *
and like a watch in the night.
5 You sweep us away like a dream; *
we fade away suddenly like the grass.
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; *
in the evening it is dried up and withered.
7 For we consume away in your displeasure; *
we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation.

8 Our iniquities you have set before you, *
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
12 So teach us to number our days *

that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

The Second Lesson

I Thessalonians 5:1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For you
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace
and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will
be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For
God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn 551

Please stand and sing with your heart while the Quartet sings.

Text: W.P. Merrill (1867—1954)
Music: Festal Song, William Walter (1825—1893)

The Gospel

Matthew 25:14-30

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five
talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the
five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made
five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things,
I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward,
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did
you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the
one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Nicene Creed

The Reverend Susan C. Wyper
Said by all, standing.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Please kneel.

BCP, Form V

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy."
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at the day of your coming,
we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Ian and Laura our Bishops in Connecticut, for all bishops and other ministers, and for
all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may be one as you and the
Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we
pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For all who live and work in this community of Darien, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed from poverty,
famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be
relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from
anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For

, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the
saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have
mercy.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Luke, and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and
one another, and all our life to Christ our God. To you, O Lord our God.
Silence.
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The Celebrant concludes with the following Doxology:
For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and
for ever. Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant stands and says,
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion
At the Offertory, we gratefully offer back to God a portion of what God has given us, symbolically in the bread and
wine, and in the money we give. To make a gift today, please either visit www.saintlukesdarien.org/give or scan the QR
code below with your phone. Thank you for your generosity.

The Offertory Anthem

Sung by the Quartet.

Jesu joy of man's desiring
Holy wisdom, love most bright
Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring
Soar to uncreated light

Through the way where hope is guiding
Hark, what peaceful music rings
Where the flock in Thee confiding
Drink of joy from deathless springs

Word of God, our flesh that fashioned
With the fire of life impassioned
Striving still to truth unknown
Soaring, dying round Thy throne

Theirs is beauty's fairest pleasure
Theirs is wisdom's holiest treasure
Thou dost ever lead Thine own
In the love of joys unknown
Text: Robert Bridges (1844—1930)
Music: J.S. Bach (1685—1750)

The Great Thanksgiving

Please stand.

Eucharistic Prayer A

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
7

Sanctus and Benedictus

Sung by the Quartet.

S-125, Proulx

Remain standing.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Memorial Acclamation

Sung by the Quartet.

S-135, J. Hill

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

The Great Amen

Sung by the Quartet.

And now as our Savior taught us, we are bold to say,
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S-146, M. Robinson, II

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread At the breaking of the bread, the Fraction Anthem is sung by the Quartet.
The Fraction Anthem

S-169, R. Urwin

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
In union, dear God, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, I desire to
offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my self, my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may always be
united to you. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I tie myself
to you and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live, now and
forever, in your love. Amen.

The Communion Motet

Sung by the Quartet.

My Lord what a morning; Oh my Lord what a morning when the stars begin to fall.
Done quit all my worldly ways; Join that heavenly band.
Oh my Lord what a morning when the stars begin to fall.
Text: Revelation 8:10
Music: Traditional Spiritual

The Post Communion Prayer
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Blessing

The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 541

Please stand and meditate on the text while the Quartet sings.

Text: Jane L. Borthwick (1813—1897)
Music: Ora Labora, T. Tertius Noble (1867—1953)

The Closing Voluntary
The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of Jeanne Ladue and Rick Ladue by Sue and Andy McMaster.

COVID Dismissal Protocol





At the end of the service, ushers will dismiss parishioners, starting at the back of the church and working
forward. Ushers will walk down the center aisle dismissing each pew to exit out the left or right side of the
church.
All attendees should exit their pews by walking down the left or right aisle, and should avoid walking
down the center aisle.
Everyone will exit out the backdoors of the church, either exiting through the Narthex or through the East
door. Please choose the door closest to your aisle.
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Welcome to Saint Luke’s!
We are a vibrant community of faith that welcomes everyone, regardless of where you are on your faith journey, to hear
God’s word, to be fed at God’s table, and to experience the love of community,
so that you will be strengthened to serve God in the world.
To begin receiving our weekly e-newsletter, join our mailing list by visiting www.saintlukesdarien.org.
To learn more about getting more involved or becoming a member of Saint Luke's Parish,
please contact Cindy Scam in the Parish Offices.
cindy.scam@saintlukesdarien.org
(203) 655-1456.

We are thankful for everyone serving today;
especially today’s Lay Readers, Altar Guild, Flower Guild, and Ushers.

Altar Guild: Kr isten Nelson, Sally Schlachtenhaufen
Flower Guild: J oanne Shakley, Bev Kelsey
Flower Delivery: Colleen Thompson
Lay Assistants: Annie Slaughter , J ohn Wall
Ushers: Ed Lyons, Chuck Andr eae, Tony Lar ino
Sexton: Dave Scam

Hymns and texts are reproduced utilizing CCLI License # 11394986 and One License.net.

We encourage parishioners to pray throughout the week for these members of our parish family:
For those who are ill: Sheila, J anetta, Rober t, Char lie, Chr is, Rob,
Mary, Dave, Jim, Jessica, Karen, Verna, Deedee, Susan, Bridgette, Pat, John,
Rose, Joan, Peter, Jeff, Andrea, Michelle, and Jimmy
For those with special needs: Allison, Aldin, the Singh family,
Zeke, Simon, Jack, Cara, and Elizabeth
If you or someone you know is in need….
If you or someone you know is facing an illness, hospitalization, death in the family or any other stressful life situation,
please consider a visit or call from one of our clergy or trained lay volunteers.
Please call the parish office at 203.655.1456. We can also place your name on the list
of people who receive prayers during our worship service.
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CLERGY AND PROGRAM STAFF
The Reverend Ryan C. Fleenor, Rector

The Reverend Dr. Don Thompson, A ssisting Clergy

The Reverend Derek J. Stefanovsky, A ssociate Rector

Cindy Scam, Director of Administration

The Reverend Susan C. Wyper, A ssociate Rector

Maggie Domont, Dir. of Stewardship & Communications

H. David Pulliam, Director of Music and Organist

Ron Wilson, Director of Finance

Will Roslak, A ssociate Organist

Leslie Santiana, Communications A sst. for Digital Media

Naomi Cunningham, Y outh Director

Elizabeth Hearle, Parish School Director
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