Saint Luke’s Parish

1864 Post Road, Darien, Connecticut 06820

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Preacher: The Reverend Ryan C. Fleenor
Celebrant: The Reverend Derek J. Stefanovsky

The Opening Voluntary
Rector’s Greeting
Hymn in Procession 376

“Morning has broken”

Joel A. Martin, piano

Sung by all, standing.

Text: Henry Van Dyke (1852—1933)
Music: Hymn to Joy, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770—1827)

The Word of God
Celebrant
People

A

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

lmighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name: through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie

S-91, H. Willan

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O

God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct
and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
Please be seated.

The First Lesson

Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back
in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he
died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore
please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers
also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in
the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous
people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm: 103:8-13

Sung by the Cantor.
8

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

9

He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.

10

He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.

11

For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.

12

As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.

13

As a father cares for his children, *
so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
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The Second Lesson

Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating
anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain
must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their
own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord,
since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not
live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might
be Lord of both the dead and the living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all
stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 674

Sung by all, standing.

Text: William A. Percy (1885—1942)
Music: Georgetown, David McK. Williams (1887—1978)

The Gospel

Matthew 18:21-35

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When
he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave
fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the
lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
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distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to
him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Nicene Creed

The Reverend Ryan C. Fleenor
Said by all, standing.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

For all people in their daily life and work; For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world; For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation; For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and
the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Ian and Laura our Bishops; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
The People may add their own petitions.
Hear us, Lord; For your mercy is great.
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We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
The People may add their own thanksgivings.
We will exalt you, O God our King; And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
The People may add their own petitions.
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust in you.
The Celebrant then offers a concluding Collect.

Confession and Absolution
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Please kneel.
Silence may be kept.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant stands and says,
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion
At the Offertory, we gratefully offer back to God a portion of what God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and
in the money we give. To make a gift today, please either visit www.saintlukesdarien.org/give or scan the QR code below with
your phone. Thank you for your generosity.

The Offertory Anthem

“Come Sunday”
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Joel A. Martin, piano

The Great Thanksgiving

Please stand.

Eucharistic Prayer A

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth. For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our
Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus

Mathias, S-128

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People,
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

6

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now as our Savior taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

In union, dear God, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, I desire
to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my self, my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may
always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my
heart. I tie myself to you and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me.
May I live, now and forever, in your love. Amen.
Silence is kept.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world
in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn in Procession 347

Sung by all, standing.

Text: John Raphael Peacey (1896—1971)
Music: Litton, Erik Routley (1917—1982)

The Closing Voluntary

“Glory to God, Canticle 20—All Good Gifts”

Joel A. Martin, piano

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of Garry Westervelt Lozier and all of the innocent victims
who died on September 11, 2001, by his family.

This morning, we are both thankful and pleased to welcome our friend,
Joel A. Martin, acclaimed pianist and composer. Joel’s presence is possible
because of you and your gifts to the Friends of Music.

We are also thankful for our Cantor this morning, Merrill Collins Peterkin.
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Welcome to Saint Luke’s!
We are a vibrant community of faith that welcomes everyone, regardless of where you are on your faith journey,
to hear God’s word, to be fed at God’s table, and to experience the love of community,
so that you will be strengthened to serve God in the world.
To begin receiving our weekly e-newsletter, join our mailing list by visiting www.saintlukesdarien.org.
To learn more about getting more involved or becoming a member of Saint Luke's Parish,
please contact Cindy Scam in the Parish Offices.
cindy.scam@saintlukesdarien.org
(203) 655-1456.

We are thankful for everyone serving at today’s service;
especially today’s Lay Readers, Altar Guild, Flower Guild, and Ushers.

Hymns and texts are reproduced utilizing CCLI License # 11394986 and One License.net.
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We encourage parishioners to pray throughout the week for these members of our parish family:
For those who are ill: Sheila, J anetta, Rober t, Stephen,
Mary, Dave, Jim, Jessica, Lilia, Lois, Nick, Karen, Caroline, Verna, Neil,
Rose, Joan, Peter, Liz, Caroline, Arian, John, Clark Winter, and Tom.
For those with special needs: Mar k, Allison, Aldin, Ann, the Singh family,
Roland and Ruth, Zeke, Simon, Nia, and Jack.
If you or someone you know is in need….
If you or someone you know is facing an illness, hospitalization, death in the family or any other stressful life situation,
please consider a visit or call from one of our clergy or trained lay volunteers.
Please call the parish office at 203.655.1456. We can also place your name on the list
of people who receive prayers during our worship service.
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