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The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy.  It finds all its meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus 
was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised.  The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the 
certainty that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  This joy, however, does not make human grief unchris-
tian.  The very love we have for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death.  
Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend.  So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the 
nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn. 

The Book of Common Prayer, p. 507 

 

 

 



ROBERT “PETER” EDWIN KENYON III 
JULY 27, 1938 – DECEMBER 21, 2025 

 
 
Prelude                           Huw Jones 

 
Please stand as the opening sentences are said by the Officiant. 

                  

Opening Sentences  
 

Celebrant I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever. 
 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger. 
 

For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, 
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord’s possession. 
 

Happy from now on 
are those who die in the Lord! 
So it is, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors. 

 

The Collect 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.                                                                                                                                   
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of your servant Peter, 
and grant him an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of your saints; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Remembrances                        Kelly Wheeler 
                    Robyn Kammerer 
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Hymn 433 Sung by all, standing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Anon. 1625; tr. Theodore Baker (1851-1934)  
Music: Kremser, from Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626; arr. Eduard Kremser (1838-1914)  

 
The First Reading  |  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8                     Read by Jack Wheeler  
 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
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a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace.  
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.       
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23 Said by all.          

  

The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. 
 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;  
he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
 

He restoreth my soul;   
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake. 
  

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I fear no evil;  
for thou art with me;  
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.   
  

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies;  
thou anointest my head with oil;  
my cup runneth over. 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 
The Second Reading  |  2 Timothy 4:6-8                     Read by Charlie Wheeler  
 

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who 
have longed for his appearing.  
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.       
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 

The Gospel  |  John 14:1-6 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.’  
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
 

The Homily                    The Reverend Ryan C. Fleenor 
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Hymn 608 Sung by all, standing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text:    William Whiting (1825-1878), alt. 
Music:  Melita, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 
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The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Celebrant In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say, 
 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
The Prayers of the People          

 

Leader In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and 
fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech thee, 
to thy whole Church in paradise and on earth, thy light and thy peace. Amen. 
 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die 
to sin and rise to newness of life, and that through the grave and gate of death we 
may pass with him to our joyful resurrection. Amen.  

 

 Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that thy 
Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. Amen. 
 

Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our 
sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind. Amen. 
 

Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly care, that, casting all their 
grief on thee, they may know the consolation of thy love. Amen.  

 

 Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to 
meet the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy hope, in the joyful 
expectation of eternal life with those they love. Amen. 

 

 Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust 
in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

 Grant us grace to entrust Peter to thy never-failing love; receive him into the arms 
of thy mercy, and remember him according to the favor which thou bearest unto 
thy people. Amen. 

 

 Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, he may go from strength to 
strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom. Amen. 
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 Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to have our 
consummation and bliss in thy eternal and everlasting glory, and, with all thy saints, 
to receive the crown of life which thou dost promise to all who share in the victory of 
thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
The Clergy and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Greeting 

 

The Holy Communion 
  

Offertory Hymn 671 Sung by all, standing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text:    John Newton (1725-1807), alt.; st. 5, from A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790; compiled by  
    Richard Broaddus and Andrew Broaddus 
Music:  New Britain, from Virginia Harmony, 1831; adapt. att. Edwin Othello Excell (1851-1921); 
     harm. Austin Cole Lovelace (1919-2010 



The Great Thanksgiving  |  Eucharistic Prayer B  Please remain standing.  
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.  
 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from 
the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful people, 
O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for 
us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:   

 

Sanctus and Benedictus Sung by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Setting: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (1937-2010)  

 
The people stand or kneel as the Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 

 All We remember his death,  
 We proclaim his resurrection,  

We await his coming in glory;  
  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
 

All AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
  

All Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                                                             
   hallowed be thy Name,                                                                                                                                                  
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                              
Give us this day our daily bread,                                                                                                                                                                      
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.                                               
 And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.                                                                                            
For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread   
   

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.   
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Invitation to Communion                          

 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion, regardless of age or denomination.    
Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. If you require a gluten-free wafer, please request one.    
If you wish to receive a blessing instead of Communion, please cross your arms over your chest.  

 
The Postcommunion Prayer 
 

All Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food 
and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of 
your heavenly banquet.  Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and 
pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, 
but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.   
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Hymn 662 Sung by all, standing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) 
Music: Eventide, William Henry Monk (1823–1889)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Commendation 
 

Celebrant Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,                                                                         
People where sorrow and pain are no more,  

neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the 
earth, and to earth shall we return.  For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, “You 
are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we 
make our song:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

People Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,  
where sorrow and pain are no more,  
neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

       

Celebrant Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Peter.  Acknowledge, we humbly 
beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 
redeeming.  Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
 

Celebrant The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

People Amen. 
   

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ 
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude                         Huw Jones 

 
 

Please follow the family outside for the presentation of Military Honors. 
 

Everyone is invited to join the family at a reception following the service  
in the Anderson Youth & Community Center.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









Saint Luke’s Parish 

1864 Post Road 

Darien, CT 06820 

www.saintlukesdarien.org 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

The rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 

- An Irish Blessing 


